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Local Area Events
JANUARY
Great Rockies Sports Show | Billings
Winter Youth Basketball Skills Day | Billings
Big Band Dance & Supper | Billings
Art Auction | Billings
Boys & Girls Club Antique Show & Sale | Billings
 
FEBRUARY
Artwalk | Billings
RMC Invitational Honors Concert | Billings
Roller Derby Dames | Billings
Mate Show & Home Health Expo | Billings
Full Moon Ride | Billings
Local Producer Fair | Billings
Wedding Fashion Affair | Billings
RV & Boat Show | Billings
Spunky Old Broad’s Day at Mission Ridge | Billings
Huff’s Antiques Show | Billings

MARCH 
Home Improvement Show | Billings
COR Enterprises Gala | Billings
Big Sky Quilt Retreat | Billings
Rocky Mountain Arts & Crafts Festival | Billings
NRA Rodeo Finals | Billings
Boys & Girls Club Dinner Auction | Billings
Antique Show & Sale | Billings
St. Patrick’s Day Parade & Celtic Fair | Billings
Shamrock Run | Billings
Bridal Fair | Billings
Mask-Zoorade | Billings
Yellowstone Empire Cutting Horse Event | Billings
Billings Best Consignment Sale
Craft Show & Bake Sale | Billings
Spare Change for Real Change Purple 5K | Billings
Al Bedoo Shrine Circus | Billings

 

APRIL 
Circle of Friends Montana Shop Hop | Billings
Party for the Planet | Billings
Boys & Girls Club Antique Show & Sale | Billings
Poker Ride | Billings
MSU-Pow Wow | Billings
Rimrock Opera’s OperaFest | Billings
Jenny Kramer 5K Fun Run | Billings
Yellowstone Park Spring Ride | Billings
Wet Ink Play Festival | Billings
Habitat for Humanity BASHH | Billings
Rocky Mountain College Easter Egg Hunt | Billings
Bear Football Golf Outing | Billings
Grizzly Peak Adventure Race | Billings
HCMA MX Race | Billings
Moonlight Walk & Campfire | Billings
Easter Egg Hunt | Billings

MAY
Spring Scramble Race | Billings
Artwalk | Billings
Montana Women’s Run | Billings
Derby Day Party | Billings
MSU-Wine & Food Festival | Billings
Geranium Fest | Billings
Arabian & All Breed Open Horse Show | Billings
Kick Off Artwalk | Billings
Rocky Mountain College Commencement | Billings
Montana Women’s Run | Billings
Pedal for Pancakes | Billings
Senior Sports & Arts Festival | Billings
MSU-Billings Wine & Food Festival 
Montana’s Real Estate & RV Show | Billings
Geranium Fest | Billings
Pro Hill Climb | Billings
Safety Fest MT | Billings
Pepper’s 4 Person Scramble | Billings
Brew Fest | Billings
Montana All Breed & Arabian Horse Show | Billings
Arbor Day Celebration | Laurel
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JUNE
Spring Motorcycle & ATV Sand Drag | Billings
Festival of Cultures | Billings
Heart & Sole Run | Billings
Symphony in the Park | Billings
Elk Basin Cross Country Motorcycle Race | Billings
Spring Fest Arts & Crafts Festival | Billings
Zoolebrate Food & Drink Festival | Billings
Strawberry Festival | Billings
Wake Up Your Life Wellness Festival | Billings
Yellowstone Valley Kennel Club Dog Show | Billings
YVKC Dog Show | Billings 
Marynell Heringer Women’s Golf Tournament | Billings

JULY
Yellowstone Relay for Life | Billings
Big Sky State Games | Billings
Summerfair | Billings
Montana Shakespeare in the Parks | Billings
Clark Days | Billings
58th Mexican Fiesta | Billings
Montana Brews & BBQs | Billings
Big Sky Skate Games | Billings
KidsFest | Billings
Rockwell Western States Pro Hill Climb | Billings
Zoofari | Billings
District 6-C Boys & Girls Basketball Tournament | 
Laurel
American Legion Interntl. Baseball Tournament | 
Laurel
Reiter’s Cup Motocross Series #1 | Billings

AUGUST
Artwalk | Billings
PBR NILE Invitational Weekend | Billings
Magic City Blues | Billings
MontanaFair | Billings
All Euro Car Show | Billings
NAMI Bike Ride | Billings
Dash for Dogs | Billings
Quality of Life Run | Billings
Roller Derby Dames | Billings
The American Cancer Society | Billings

SEPTEMBER
The Maize at Grandpa’s Farm | Billings 
Big Sky Polka Festival | Billings
Golf for Wishes | Billings
Ales for Trails | Billings
Snow Equipment Rodeo | Billings 
Fall Home Improvement Show | Billings
Montana Governor’s Cup Marathon | Billings

OCTOBER
The Maize at Grandpa’s Farm | Billings 
Artwalk | Billings
Billings Gem & Mineral Show 
Boys & Girls Club Antique Show & Sale | Billings
NILE Stock Show, Pro Rodeo & Western Expo | Billings
High Plains Bookfest | Billings
Trick or Treat Downtown | Billings
Howl-O-Ween | Billings

NOVEMBER
Holiday Parade | Billings
Roller Derby Dames | Billings
Artwalk | Billings
Huff’s Antique Show & Sale | Billings

DECEMBER
12 Nights of Zoo Lights | Billings
Messiah Festival | Billings
Artwalk | Billings
Christmas Stroll | Billings
Christmas to Remember | Laurel

*For more information on events throughout 
Montana, visit: http://visitmt.com .
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Residential Services
YELLOWSTONE COUNTY
City-County Planning ........................................................................................(406) 657-8246
Clerk & Recorder ........................................................................................................256-2785
Clerk of District Court .................................................................................................256-2851
County Attorney .........................................................................................................256-2870
County Auditor ............................................................................................................256-2720
County Commissioner ...............................................................................................256-2701
County Courthouse ...................................................................................................256-2833
Disaster & Emergency Services ...................................................................................256-2775
Detention Facility ......................................................................................................256-6945
E-911 Coordinator .......................................................................................................869-3553
Elections Administrator ...............................................................................................256-2740
Extension Service ........................................................................................................256-2828
Geographic Information Systems ..............................................................................256-2812
Human Resources .......................................................................................................256-2705
Public Works ................................................................................................................256-2735
Sheriff .........................................................................................................................256-2929
Superintendent of Schools .........................................................................................256-6933
Treasurer .....................................................................................................................256-2802
Youth Intake & Assessment ........................................................................................254-6036

http://www.westwindmotorinn.com
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Yellowstone County Communities

BILLINGS (COUNTY SEAT)
Named in honor of railroad president, Frederick Billings, Billings was established in 1877 and 
incorporated in 1882. Access to water and ample natural resources attracted many settlers and 
the area developed dramatically and was selected as the county seat. Agriculture led industry 
as cattle shipping dominated its early economy. As an oil refinery was constructed in 1923, Bill-
ings continued to develop. Billings is now the largest community in Montana and houses many 
national historic sites including the Moss Mansion constructed in 1903. Today Billings is home to 
approximately 105,845 residents. 

BROADVIEW
As rail lines for the Great Northern Railway were constructed in 1908, Broadview was established 
as a rail stop. The community was named by W.X. Sudduth in honor of his ranch Fairview, but the 
name was changed to Broadview to avoid postal confusion with an already existing Fairview. In 
1917 Broadview was incorporated and the area continued to grow until 1934 when most of the 
community was destroyed by fire. As the water supply continued to diminish during the 1930s, 
the population began to decline dramatically and in 1939 the community sold its water tower to 
nearby Lewiston for the price of $340. Today Broadview is home to approximately 153 residents.

LAUREL
First known as Carlton, Laurel was established in 1886 as a railway village at the convergence of 
three rail lines. The area began to grow as an agricultural community with many residents raising 
sugar beets, wheat and cattle. Laurel was incorporated in 1908 and quickly became a shipping 
and transportation center. Oil refining added to its industry and tourism was born as the largest 
railroad roundhouse between Minneapolis and Seattle was built in 1909. The area now houses 
many historical properties that provide a colorful glimpse to its past. Today Laurel is home to ap-
proximately 6,750 residents.
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History of Yellowstone

Named for the Yellowstone River, Yellowstone County was founded in 1883 with Billings 
selected as the county seat. The area was originally home to Native Americans until lands were 
opened for settlement. Railroad development provided the means for dramatic growth and 
between 1900 to 1910, its population soared from 6,212 to 22,944. Early industry was led by 
agriculture as many residents raised cattle, shipped wool and refined sugar from local sugar 
beet farms. The area has now grown to a popular recreational destination as many historical 
sites are available throughout the county that offer visitors a glimpse of its colorful past. Today 
Yellowstone County is home to approximately 144,797 residents.

CITIES:
BILLINGS (COUNTY SEAT) - pop. 105,845
LAUREL - pop. 6,750

TOWNS:
BROADVIEW - pop. 153

CENSUS-DESIGNATED PLACES:
BALLATINE - pop. 346
CUSTER - pop. 145
HUNTLEY - pop. 411
LOCKWOOD - pop. 4,306
SHEPHERD - pop. 193
WORDEN - pop. 506
*Populations are approximate.
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Area Fun Facts

Billings is named after the first president of the Northern Pacific Railway, Frederick H. 
Billings. The railroad spurred the growth of the town, which was nicknamed “The Magic City” 
because it seemed to appear overnight.

Hesper is named after Hesperus, the personification of the Evening Star in Greek mythology 
associated with the West. 

The towns of Ballantine, Huntley, Pompey’s Pillar, and Worden, began as arid land filled with 
sagebrush and bison, but was irrigated to make the land farmable during the U.S. Department 
of Interior’s Huntley Project, beginning in 1905.

Sugar beets and alfalfa were the two staple crops of Huntley Project farms. Today, sugar beets 
produce about a third of the world’s sugar. 

William Clark’s carving on Pompey’s Pillar (of his name, and the date he arrived there: July 
25, 1806) is the only remaining physical evidence of the Lewis and Clark Expedition along 
their route. Clark wrote in his journal: “. . . At 4 PM arrived at a remarkable rock . . . This rock I 
ascended and from its top at a most extensive view in every direction.”

Mossmain was a planned city intended to compete with Billings as a “Future City” and “Amer-
ica’s First Garden City.” However, the Great Depression hurt the town’s development signifi-
cantly, and a railroad line established through the nearby town Laurel sealed the declining 
town’s fate. Today, some of the ghost town remains of Mossmain can be seen off East Laurel 
interchange on I-90. Huntley houses a similar ghost town, and is home to the Huntley Project 
Museum of Irrigated Agriculture.

H.M. “Muggins” Taylor, a Coulson Deputy Sheriff nicknamed for his favorite card game, brought 
the news of General George Custer’s defeat at the Battle of Little Bighorn to Fort Ellis, the near-
est town with a telegraph. His is the most famous grave in Billings’ Boothill Cemetery, named 
“Boothill” because many of the people buried there died still wearing their boots. 

Did You Know..?
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Famous Billings Characters

Charles Lindbergh flew the Spirit of St. Louis, a custom-crafted plane based on the Ryan M-2, in 
a historic non-stop flight from Long Island, New York to Paris, France.  Lindbergh was the first 
person ever to travel from New York to Paris in just one day: an amazing feat that earned him a 
Congressional Medal of Honor, the highest decoration awarded in the military. 

 The Pilot Who Made History

Voice o f  t h e 
    S i x t i e s

Lindbergh’s feat was inspired by a contest created by Raymond Orteig, a French hotel owner in New 
York City. Orteig offered $25,000 to the first aviator to fly non-stop from New York to Paris. Several 
aviators died in their attempts to win the contest: it was Lindbergh’s innovative plane design that led 
to his success. Upon his arrival in Paris, the World Air Sports Federation headquartered there certi-
fied his feat as a world record, and the previously unknown airmail carrier achieved international 
stardom overnight. 

After his historic flight, Lindbergh befriended Harry Guggenheim, a multi-millionaire. Guggenheim 
funded a three-month nationwide tour for Lindbergh, who flew the Spirit of St. Louis to ninety-two 
U.S. cities where he gave speeches and appeared in extravagant parades. Lindbergh’s tour made the 
air mail system explode overnight and convinced the public that commercial airline travel would be 
possible. His friendship with Guggenheim also led to important developments in missiles, satellites, 
and space travel: his sensational flight to Paris revolutionized the world. 

Arlo Guthrie, folk singer and activist, grew up surrounded with great music. His parents, Woody 
Guthrie and Marjorie Guthrie, were a folk singer and a dancer, respectively, and were friends with 
musical geniuses like Pete Seeger, Ronnie Gilbert, and Ramblin’ Jack Elliott.

In the 1960’s, Guthrie frequented the cultural hotspots of the “Folk Boom” era and befriended Bob 
Dylan, Allen Ginsburg, Doc Watson, and other artists who shaped and developed his work. His 
song “Coming to Los Angeles” was a favorite at the 1969 Woodstock Festival, and his most famous 
track, “Alice’s Restaurant,” inspired thousands to become social activists.



Winter Energy Saving Techniques 

Windows
• Open curtains during the day to allow sunlight in and close them at night.
• Tape a clear plastic sheet or film to the window frames.
• Install insulating drapes or shades on windows.

Adjust Your Thermostat
• When you are home and awake, set your thermostat at the lowest comfortable 
temperature. 
• When you are asleep or out of the house, turn your thermostat down about 12 
degrees for eight hours and save around 10% a year on your heating bills.
• You can set programmable thermostats to keep the temperature where you want day 
and night.

Air Leaks and Insulation
• Seal the air leaks on the inside and outside walls of your home. These can be holes for 
pipes and wires, gaps around chimneys, or unfinished spaces behind cupboards and 
closets.
• Add caulk or weatherstripping to seal air leaks around leaky doors and windows.
• Check your attics insulation. Depending on what climate you live in there are differ-
ent insulating products and thickness that work best for your area. 
 
Maintain Your Heating Systems
• Schedule service for your heating system.
• Do regular maintenance to keep your heating system operating efficiently.
• Furnace - Replace your furnace filter once a month or as needed.
• Fireplace - Clean the flue vent regularly and the inside of the appliance with a wire 
brush periodically to ensure that your home is heated efficiently.

Lower Your Water Heating Costs
• On average 18% of the energy consumed in your home is from the water heater. Turn 
down the temperature of your water heater to a setting around (120°F). This will save 
energy and can help prevent burns.

Lighting
• Use light emitting diodes “LED’s”. They use less energy and have a longer life span.
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Energy Saving Tips
Summer Energy Saving Techniques

Conduct an energy assessment to find out where you can save the most. This will allow 
you to see where the biggest problem areas are. 

Windows
• Close curtains during the day to block sunlight and open them at night.
• Plant trees, shrubs, or vines to help shade your home.
• Apply solar window film to windows.

Adjust Your Thermostat
• When you’re home and awake, set your thermostat at the highest comfortable                                                                                                                                    
temperature. 
• When you’re out of the house, turn your thermostat up . You can save 1-3 percent 
per degree, for each degree the thermostat is set above 72 degrees, depending on the 
outside temperature.
• You can set a programmable thermostat to keep the temperature where you want 
day and night.

Maintain Your Cooling Systems
• Schedule service for your cooling system.
• Do regular maintenance to keep your cooling system operating efficiently.

Fans and Vents
• Keep inside air vents clear from furniture and other objects. 
• Run energy efficient ceiling and whole-house fans to circulate the air.
• Use the bathroom vent to remove the heat and humidity after showering. 

Appliances and Electronics 
• Try not to use the oven on hot days. Cook on the stove top, microwave, or grill 
outside.
• Keep your fridge and freezer full. The refrigerator will run less often.
• Air dry dishes in the dish washer.
• Wash laundry with cold water and air dry.
• Unplug electronics when not in use.

Lighting
• Use light emitting diodes “LED’s”. They use less energy and have a longer life span, 
plus they produce less heat than incandescent and CFL bulbs.
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 • Know where you can take shelter in seconds.
 • Have a place, everyone knows, to go to after
    the storm has passed.
 • Flying Debris is the biggest danger during a 
    tornado. Your shelter space should have
    mattresses or thick blankets around, to
    protect yourselves.
 • Do NoT oPEN YouR WiNDoWS to try &
    “equalize the pressure.” This only makes it
    easier for debris to injure you.
 • Also, STAY AWAY FRoM WiNDoWS!

 • Constant rotation of the clouds base.
 • Flying/Rotating Debris under the cloud.
    Tornados Don’t Always have a visible funnel.
 • Heavy Rain or Hail followed by either by an
    eerie Calm in the storm or Rapid wind changes
    & shifts.
 • Listen for loud, continuous rumbling with
    no breaks in it like thunder.

Precautions:

Things to Look and Listen For:

Lightning Distance Tracker
You can figure out how far away the

lightning is from you like this...
Count the seconds inbetween the flash 

of lightning & the crack of thunder.
Divide the number of seconds by 5 & 

you have your distance in miles.

0 seconds
0 miles

5 seconds
1.08 miles

20 seconds
4.35 miles

60 seconds
13.06 miles

Do Not Open Your
Windows!
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Tornado Safety

http://www.woundedwarriorsguide.com
http://www.rockcreeklumber.com
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Parks & Recreation
CHIEF PLENTY COUPS STATE PARK
P.O. Box 100 | Pryor | (406) 252-1289
Located on 195 acres within the Crow Indian 
Reservation, Chief Plenty Coups State Park 
features the preserved farmstead of Chief 
Plenty Coups, fishing opportunities, a swim-
ming beach, campground, horseshoe pits, 
recreational trails, visitor center, concessions, 
playground equipment and picnic areas. 

COONEY STATE PARK
86 Lake Shore Rd. | Roberts | (406) 445-2326
Located on 309 acres near the Beartooth 
Mountains, Cooney State Park features a 
campground, fishing opportunities and a fish 
cleaning station, swimming beach, camp-
ground, recreational trails and picnic areas. 

LAKE ELMO STATE PARK
2300 Lake Elmo | Billings | (406) 247-2955
Located on 183 acres, Lake Elmo State Park 
features fishing opportunities, swimming 
beach, dog park, horsehoe pits, volleyball 
court, playground equipment, recreational 
trails and picnic areas. 

NEZ PERCE NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK
P.O. Box 237 | Wisdom | (406) 689-3155
Located throughout Montana, Idaho, Oregon 
and Washington, Nez Perce National Historic 
Park features archaeological sites, historical 
artifacts, recreational trails and picnic areas. 

PICTOGRAPH CAVE STATE PARK
3401 Coburn Rd. | Billings | (406) 254-7342
Located on 93 acres, Pictograph Cave State 
Park features over 100 cave paintings, visitor 
center with gift shop, recreational trails and 
picnic areas.

POMPEYS PILLAR NATIONAL MONUMENT
2nd St. S & Crane St. | Worden | 
(406) 875-2400
Located on 51 acres, Pompeys Pillar National 
Monument features rock paintings and the 
signature of William Clark of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition.  

YELLOWSTONE RIVER STATE PARK
P.O. Box 200701 | Helena | (406) 444-1200
Located on 200 acres, Yellowstone River State 
Park is currently undeveloped and features 
fishing opportunities and picnic areas. 

*For more information on parks through-
out Yellowstone County, visit online: 
http://www.co.yellowstone.mt.gov or 
call: (406) 256-2701.

http://www.smithfuneralchapels.com
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MOSS MANSION
914 Division St. | Billings | (406) 256-5100

MUSEUM OF WOMEN’S HISTORY
2834 3rd Ave. N | Billings | (406) 248-2015

THE REEF INDOOR WATER PARK
1801 Majestic Ln. | Billings | (403) 839-9283

RIMROCK OPERA
4005 1st Ave. S | Billings | (406) 671-2214

THE SANDSTONE GALLERY
2913 2nd Ave. N | Billings | (406) 256-5837

TINHORN CASINO
413 SE 4th St. | Laurel | (406) 628-7660

VENTURE THEATRE
2317 Montana Ave. | Billings | (406) 591-9535

WESTERN HERITAGE CENTER
2822 Montana Ave. | Billings | (406) 256-6809

WESTERN ROMANCE COMPANY
3512 Boothill Rd. | Huntley | (406) 348-2048

YELLOWSTONE ART MUSEUM
401 N 27th St. | Billings | (406) 256-6804

YELLOWSTONE COUNTY MUSEUM
1950 Terminal Cir. | Billings | (406) 256-6811

YELLOWSTONE VALLEY BREWING
2123 B 1st Ave. N | Billings | (406) 245-0918

ZOOMONTANA & BOTANICAL GARDENS
2100 S Shiloh Rd. | Billings | (406) 652-8100
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Area Attractions
ALBERTA BAIR THEATRE
2801 3rd Ave. N | Billings | (406) 256-6025

ANGRY HANKS BREWING
2405 1st Ave. N | Billings | (406) 252-3370

BIG SPLASH WATERPARK
5720 S Frontage Rd. | Billings | (406) 256-5543

BILLINGS STUDIO THEATRE
1500 Rimrock Rd. | Billings | (406) 248-1141

BILLINGS SYMPHONY SOCIETY
2721 2nd Ave. N | Billings | (406) 252-3610

CARLIN HOTEL
2501 Montana Ave. | Billings | (406) 255-9595

CARTER’S BREWING
2526 Montana Ave. | Billings | (406) 252-0663

CENTENNIAL ICE ARENA
427 Bench Blvd. | Billings | (406) 256-1192

CUSTER BATTLEFIELD TOURS
18 Heatherwood Ln. | Billings | (406) 259-5099

CUSTER NATIONAL FOREST
1310 Main St. | Billings | (406) 657-6200

CUSTER’S LAST STAND
10 E Railway St. | Hardin | (406) 665-3577

DANWALT GARDENS
720 Washington St. | Billings | (406) 248-4003

FAT FENDER FREDDY’S
1517 Hwy. 212 S | Laurel | (406) 628-8766

GEYSER PARK FUN CENTER
4910 South Gate Dr. | Billings | (406) 254-2607

HARRY KOYAMA FINE ART
2509 Montana Ave. | Billings | (406) 259-2261

HIMMELBERGER BREWING COMPANY
P.O. Box 22272 | Billings | (406) 252-1200

JUDITH RIVER DINOSAUR INSTITUTE
1518 1st Ave. N Suite 2 | Billings | (406) 696-5842

LUCKY LIL’S CASINO
1012 N Crawford Ave. | Hardin | (406) 665-3858

MAGIC CITY SINGERS
977 Senora Ave. | Billings | (406) 256-9115

THE MEADOWLARK GALLERY
118 N 29th St. | Billings | (800) 727-3949

MONTANA BREWING COMPANY
113 N Broadway | Billings | (406) 252-9200

MONTANA PRO RODEO HALL & WALL OF FAME
308 6th Ave. N | Billings | (406) 256-6515

http://www.mettransit.com


All hunters should consider taking 
an advanced hunter education 
class to learn the latest hunting 
techniques along with tips on 
coming home alive. 

Here are 5 Suggestions
for a safe
and successful
hunting experience:
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Hunting Safety

Receiver

Bolt &
Ejector Port Gauge

Chamber
& Choke

Information

Midpoint
Bead
Sight

Barrel
Front
Sight

Model Stamp & Gauge

Magazine Loading Port
Trigger &
Trigger
Guard

Action
Release Control
(Action Lever)

Foreend
(Forearm)

Magazine Tube

Barrel/Screw Cap
Muzzle & Screw Cap

Safety
Button

Stock

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Get a detailed map of the area you are hunting, 
review it before you leave, and carry it with you in 
the field.
Carry a compass and know how to use it. Decide 
ahead of time the direction to head for if you get 
lost or disoriented.
Weather can change quickly, so hunters should 
carry a simple survival kit and be prepared for an 
unexpected overnight stay in the field. The survival 
kit should contain a rope, a knife, water, waterproof 
matches, an emergency shelter, and first aid sup-
plies.
If you are on the water, make sure to wear a personal 
flotation device (life preserver). 
Know your hunting partners’ physical and emotion-
al limitations, as well as your own, and don’t push 
your partners or yourself beyond those limits.
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Montana Hunting Seasons

Antelope: 
900 Series: Aug. 15 - November 13
Archery: September 3 - October 7
General: October 8 - November 13

Beaver: 
Western & Southwestern Districts 1, 2, & 3:
November 1 - April 15, 2017
Central & Eastern Districts 4, 5, 6 & 7:
September 1- May 31, 2017

Bighorn Sheep: 
Archery: September 3 - September 14
General: September 15 - November 27

Bison: 
November 15 - February 15, 2017

Black Bear: 
Spring: April 15 - Various (May 31-June 15)
Archery: September 3 - September 14
Fall: September 15 - November 27

Bobcat: 
Western & Southwestern Districts 1, 2, & 3: 
December 1 - February 15, 2017
Central & Eastern Districts 4, 5, 6 & 7: 
December 1 - March 1, 2017
(May close earlier if quota is reached)

Common Snipe: 
Central Flyway Common Snipe: September 
1 - December 16
Pacific Flyway Common Snipe: September 
1 - December 16

Deer & Elk: 
Archery: September 3 - October 16
Two-Day Youth Hunt (Deer Only): October 
20-21
General: October 22 - November 27

Fisher: 
Districts 1&2: 
December 1 - February 15, 2017

Goose: 
Goose Central Flyway: 
October 1 - End Date TBD
Central Flyway Falconry: 
October 1 - End Date TBD
Central Flyway Youth Weekend: 
September 24-25
Pacific Flyway Goose: 
October 1 - End Date TBD
Pacific Flyway Falconry: 
October 1 - End Date TBD
Pacific Flyway Youth Weekend: 
September 24-25

Mountain Grouse:
 September 1 - January 1, 2017

Sage Grouse: TBD

Sharp-Tailed Grouse:
September 1-January 1, 2017

Marten: 
Districts 1-5: 
December 1 – February 15, 2017

Moose: 
September 15 – November 27

Mourning Dove: 
Central Flyway Mourning Dove: 
September 1 – October 30
Pacific Flyway Mourning Dove: 
September 1 – October 30

Mountain Goat: 
September 15 – November 27

Mountain Lion: 
Winter (with hounds):
December 1, 2016 - April 14, 2017
Late Winter (with hounds): 
February 1, 2017-April 14, 2017
Hound Training Seasons (residents only): 
December 2, 2016 - April 14, 2017
Archery (without hounds): 
September 3 – October 16
Fall (without hounds): 
October 22 - November 27

Otter, Mink & Muskrat
November 1 – April 15, 2017

Partridge:
September 1 – January 1, 2017

Pheasant:
General: October 8 – January 1, 2017
Youth: September 24-25

Sandhill Crane:
Over the counter mid-continent: TBD
Special Permits Rocky Mountain 
populations: TBD

Swan:
Central Flyway: Tundra Swan (permits 
only): October 1 - End Date TBD
Pacific Flyway: Swan (Permits only): TBD

Swift Fox:
District 6: November 1-March 1, 2017

Turkey:
Spring: April 9 - May 15
Fall: September 1-January 1, 2017

Upland Game Bird:
Mountain Grouse: September 1 – January 
1, 2017

Sage Grouse: TBD

Sharp-Tailed Grouse: 
September 1 - January 1, 2017

Hunting Seasons: Courtesy of the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, & Parks’ 
Website: http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/seasons/
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2016 Hunting Season



BILLINGS
Big Bear Sports Center
2618 King Ave West | (406) 652-5777

Billings Army Navy Surplus Store
10 N 29th | (406) 259-8528

Cabela’s Wholesale Inc
4550 King Ave E | (406) 373-7300

Fish Wildlife And Parks - Region 5
2300 Lake Elmo Dr | (406) 247-2940

K-Mart #4303
2424 Central Avenue | (406) 656-5700

Scheels All Sports
1121 Shiloh Crossing Blvd | (406) 656-9220

Shipton’s Big R
216 N 14th St; Po Box 30477 | (406) 252-0503

Shipton’s Big R West
2600 Gabel Rd Box 30477 | (406) 252-5707

Shiptons Big R
1908 Main St | (406) 252-5707

Sports Authority
100 N 24th St W | (406) 656-3888

Wal-Mart #1956
2525 King Ave W | (406) 652-9692

Wal-Mart #2923
1649 Main St | (406) 254-2842

LAUREL
Town And Country Supply
800 E Main St. | (406) 628-6314

Town And Country Supply Assoc
315 A South 1st Ave | (406) 628-6314

Wal-Mart Supercenter #4412
101 Bernhardt Rd | (406) 628-3000
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F WP License Centers

You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses and snowmobile trail stickers 
through the Electronic License System. Online, http://fwp.mt.gov, By Phone  (406) 444-2535

or visit one of the ALS agents available throughout Helena, Butte & Anaconda:
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Recycle as much as you can. Even 
simple everyday things, such as plas-

tic bottles and aluminum cans, can make a 
huge difference.

Switch your incandescent light 
bulbs to compact fluorescent 

ones. Save money and energy.
Bring your own reusable shop-
ping bags with you to the super-

market or the mall.
Donate your unwanted cloth-
ing to a local charity. Eyeglasses, 

household items, electronics and even ve-
hicles can be accepted. 

Recycle your used ink and toner 
cartridges. Most office supply stores 

accept used cartridges.
Recycle your used batteries. This 
prevents poisonous mercury from 

seeping into our water supplies and soil. 
Switch to rechargeable ones.

Switch to unbleached toilet 
paper, paper towels and coffee 

filters. Avoiding bleached products can help 
preserve our water supply and soil. 

Unplug any unused appliances. 
Your cellphone charger uses electric-

ity, even when your phone isn’t charging - es-
pecially if you are not going to be home. 

Bring your own lunch. You’ll avoid 
using non-recyclable styrofoam to-

go containers and unnecessary throw-away 
packaging.

Start a compost bin in your yard. 
There are even ones that you can 

store under your kitchen sink.
Be crafty. Let old items be an in-
spiration for a craft project and re-

purpose old items. Punch holes in tin cans to 
make candle luminaries or use empty yogurt 
containers to organize nuts an bolts.

Have a green-cleaning product 
party. Invite your friends over to 

make enough vinegar-based homemade 
cleaners to share.

Run your washer/dryer/dish-
washer after 5pm. This is when less 

electricity is being used, especially in larger 
cities. In air-conditioned summer months this 
can help prevent blackouts.

Tips on Living Greener

R e d u c e  -  R e u s e  -  R e c y c l e
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Fishing seasons & Records
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Follow these guidelines to help prevent and
prepare for capsizing, swamping, or someone
falling overboard.
• Make sure that you and your passengers are wearing life-
jackets while the boat is moving. • Attach the ignition safety  
lanyard to your wrist, clothes, or life jacket. • Don’t allow 
anyone to sit on the gun wale, bow, seat backs, motor cover, 
or areas not designed for seating. Also, don’t let anyone sit 
on pedestal seats when craft is not in idle. • Don’t overload 
your boat. Balance the load of passengers and gear stored 
on-board. • Keep your center of gravity low by not allowing 
people to stand up or move around while craft is in  motion. 
• In small boats, don’t allow anyone to lean beyond the gun-
wale. • Turn boat at slow rates of speed. • Secure the anchor 
line to the bow, never to the stern. • Don’t risk operating 
water craft in rough conditions or bad weather.

(other Than a Personal Watercraft)
• For engines 25 horsepower or less:
- Those under age 12 may operate without
restrictions. 

• For engines over 25 horsepower through 75
horsepower:
- Those under age 12 must have someone 21 years of age or 
older on board within reach of the controls. 

  • For engines over 75 horsepower:
- No children under age 12 may operate, even with an adult on 
board. 
- other restrictions apply to boat operators 12 to 17 years 
old:
- operators from 12 to 17 years of age may operate engines of 
25 horsepower or lower with no restrictions. 

• For engines over 25 horsepower:
- Operators 12 to 17 years of age must have: A watercraft 
operator’s permit, or someone age 21 years or older old on 
board within reach of the controls. 

Operating Watercraft

Who May Operate a Motorboat
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Boating Safety
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• at least one Coast Guard    Approved Type 1, 2, 3 or 5 flotation de-
vice that is the proper size for each person on board or being towed.

• All devices must be in good condition and easily accessible. 

• Children under age 10 must wear a device when on board a boat 
that is underway unless: 
in an enclosed cabin or below deck or on an anchored boat that is 
being used for swimming or diving or passenger craft with a licensed 
captain. 

• Along with the above at least one approved Type 4 must be on 
board boats 16 ft. or longer (except canoes and kayaks) and immedi-
ately available.

• A Coast Guard approved Type 5 device may be substituted for any 
other Coast Guard approved device if it meets the same require-
ments and is noted on the label.

• Anyone riding a jet ski or other Personal Water Craft must wear 
an approved -non inflating flotation device, as well as anyone being 
towed by a water craft.

All Watercraft Must Have...

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Snowmobile Hand Signals

Bicycle Hand Signals
Recreational Safety
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Read the
owner’s manual
and know your vehicle thoroughly. 
• Check your vehicle before you ride. 
• Wear protective equipment and 
clothing. • Don’t lend your vehicle to 
unskilled riders. • Supervise young 
or inexperienced riders. • Never carry 
a passenger on vehicles meant for 
one rider. • Do not operate under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol. • Drive 
at speeds that are appropriate to trail 
conditions. • Stay to the right on trails. 
• Stay away from thin ice, open water 
and wetlands • Know the weather 
forecast. • Make sure headlights and 
taillights work properly. • Maintain safe 
distances between other riders. • Re-
duce your speed when riding at night. 
• Yield to other motor vehicles and trail 
users. • Young or beginning riders are 
encouraged to take a safety training 
course.                                       

Know
Your
ATV
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ATV Safety



 • Always wear a properly fitting bike helmet 
as most serious injuries are to the head. • Be 
sure your handlebars, seat and wheels fit 
snugly. • Keep your bike in good shape by 
checking and oiling your chain, making sure 
your brakes work properly and maintaining 
your tire pressure. • Always ride with both 
hands on the handlebars except when do-
ing turn signals. • When leaving a driveway, 
curb or alleyway always stop and check for 
traffic in both directions. • Cross only at in-
tersections. • Use the crosswalk to walk your 
bike across busy intersections and follow 
the traffic signals. • Never ride against traf-
fic. Travel in the same direction as the cars. • 
Whenever you can, use bike routes and avoid 
busy streets. • Don’t ride near parked cars as 
doors can open and cause accidents. • Obey all 
traffic signs and traffic lights. • When biking 
with friends, ride in a single file. • Always pass 
other bikers or pedestrians on the left and say  
“On your left!” to make your presence known. 
• Always use bicycle hand signals to alert traf-
fic of your changing direction.

Be Cautious of 
Other Bikers

Drink lots
of Water!
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Bicycle Safety

• Do not consume alcohol or take drugs prior to or 
during your snowmobile trip. Doing so increases your 
chances of injury or death.• Slow down and don’t cut 
to the inside of the trail corners.  It’s dangerous and il-
legal. • If you snowmobile at night, don’t override your 
lights. • Always use the buddy system. Never ride off 
alone. • Drowning is one of the causes of many snow-
mobile fatalities. Whenever possible, avoid the ice. • 
Wear sensible, protective clothing designed for oper-
ating a snowmobile. • Use a full size helmet, goggles, 
or visor to prevent injuries from twigs, stones, ice 
chips and other debris. • Avoid wearing long scarves. 
They may get caught in moving parts of the snowmo-
bile. • Know the terrain you are going to ride. If un-
familiar to you, ask someone who has traveled over 
it before. • Know the weather forecast, especially the 
ice and snow conditions. • Be sure your snowmobile 
is in top-notch mechanical condition throughout the 
months of use. • Familiarize yourself with the snow-
mobile you are driving. Thoroughly read the manual 
that accompanies the snowmobile. • Do not pursue 
domestic or wild animals. That is not the conduct of a 
sportsman. Report such violations to the nearest law 
enforcement  officer.

Slow
Down!
Snowmobiling
is fun. Going to the 
hospital isn’t.

Please respect private property 
and no trespassing signs. 
Stay on trails.
Exercise extreme caution on all 
lakes and streams. Obey 

all state and local laws and ordinances. Do 
not operate snowmobiles/ATV’s 
on county roads or state 
highways.

NO TRESPASSING

PRIVATE
PROPERTY
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Snowmobile Safety



30 - Yellowstone County • Resident Guide

Local Area Trails

Yellowstone County
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Make a convenient measuring tool out of a long handled 
garden tool by laying it on the ground next to a tape measure. 
Use a permanent marker to copy the inches and feet. Next time 
you are spacing plants you already have a dual-purpose 
measuring tool in your hand! 

Write the names of your plants (with a permanent marker) on 
the flat parts of stones of any size and lay them in front of your 
plants for natural looking markers.

The next time you boil or steam vegetables, use the leftover 
water to water potted patio plants, and you’ll be suprised at how 
the plants grow with “vege-soup.”

You can use leftover tea and coffee grounds to help acidify the 
soil of acid-loving plants like azaleas, rhododendrons, camellias, 
gardenias and blueberries. A light sprinkle of about 1/4 of an 
inch applied once a month will help keep the pH of the soil on 
the acidic side.

You can use chamomile tea to control damping-off fungus, which 
often attacks young seedlings quite suddenly. Just add some tea to 
the soil around the soil of seedlings once a week for healthy plant.

Here is a really quick way to dry out your herbs: Just lay a sheet 
of newspaper on the seat of your car, arrange the herbs in a single 
layer, then roll up the windows and shut the car doors. Your herbs 
will be dry in no time!

Use your blender to grind up egg shells. Just like a mother bird 
chews up worms for the baby birds making the food easier to digest, 
grinding eggshells makes it easy for your garden to absorb the 
calcium egg shells retain.

Animals (cats especially) seem to think all of the hard work 
you’ve put into your garden looks like a huge litter box. To keep 
them from pooping on your basil and other plants, strategically 
place a few plastic forks around your plants to deter them from 
destroying your fresh herbs, fruits, and vegetables.
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Don’t like all the dirt in your fingernails while you work in the 
garden? Before you go out, run your fingernails across a bar of 

soap and you’ll effectively seal the undersides of your nails so 
dirt cannot accumulate.  Then, after you are all done gardening, 
use a toothpick or nailbrush to remove the soap and your nails 
will be sparkling clean.

Spray vegetable oil on your string trimmer to help prevent 
jamming or breaking (Treat before installing string in trimmer).
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Safety Tips
PARENTS:
• Teach your kids that an emergency is when you need help from a doctor, a police officer or a 
firefighter.

• Designate a safe place by your house that a child can go to if they need help right away.

• Have your kids memorize your address and phone numbers. They should also know your full 
name and where you work.

KIDS:
FIRE SAFETY
• If you or someone else is on fire - remember to STOP, 
DROP and ROLL. Wrap a blanket on the person to help 
put out the fire.

• If there is a fire, leave the house as fast as you can! 
Crawl on the floor to avoid smoke and if the door is 
hot, don’t open it - find another way out.

• Learn all the fire exits in your house. Assign a safe 
place outside for everyone to meet in case of a fire 
emergency.

HOME ALONE
• Never tell anyone that you are home alone.

• If someone calls and asks for your mom and dad, tell 
them “They cannot come to the phone right now, can 
you please call back later?”

• Do not answer the door, unless it is someone that 
you know your parents have okay‘d 
them to come over.
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FIRST AID FOR INSECT BITES/ANAPHYLAXIS & POISON SAFETY
INSECT BITES/ANAPHYLAXIS
Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction from insect bites (latex, food and drug al-
lergies can also cause Anaphylaxis). Typical symptoms include hives, the swelling 
of lips or eyes, swollen throat, drop in blood pressure, light headedness, confusion, 
nausea or diarrhea. If someone is having an allergic reaction from an insect bite 
with these symptoms:

POISON PREVENTION
Teach your children about poison and how it can look like a food or drink. They 
should always ask an adult before eating or drinking anything. Have them learn 

the poison control phone number: 1-800-222-
1222 and keep it programmed or posted near all 
your phones. Here are some prevention tips.

Lock up your poisons and medications. Keep 
them out of the reach of children, lock them up if 
possible. Make sure your children understand that 
medicine is not candy.
Follow directions carefully. Read your labels. Be 
sure to use and store all poisons and medications 
properly according to recommendations.

Keep 
your pets safe from household chemicals, too. 
Don’t allow pets near areas that have just been 
cleaned with chemicals, such as freshly mopped floors 
or bleached bathtubs and sinks. Clean up any anti-
freeze/coolant spills. Pets like the flavor but they can 
die if they ingest it. Store poisonous foods or plants 
in areas that your pets cannot access. Call your local 
emergency veterinary hospital if you believe your pet 
has been poisoned.
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Safety Tips
FIRST AID FOR BURNS & CHOKING

BURNS
For minor 1st and 2nd degree burns smaller than 3” in diameter: Cool the Burn. Run 
cool water over the burned area for 5 minutes, or until the pain diminishes. Never put ice on 
a burn!

Bandage the burn with sterile gauze: 
It is important to use loosely wrapped gauze. This will avoid pressure and the bandage pro-
tects blisters. NEVER put lotions, vaseline, ointments or butter on burn. Do not break any blis-
ters, which can cause infection.

Take Aspirin, Ibuprofen, Naproxen or Acetaminophen to relieve pain: 
Minor burns usually heal with these basic treatments. Be aware for signs of infection which 
may include: increased pain, redness, fever, swelling or oozing. If symptoms develop, seek 
medical help. Avoid tanning the burned area for at least a year. Protect the area with sun-
screen outdoors. Avoid giving aspirin to children.

For 3rd degree burns/all major burns - DIAL 911
DO NOT run cold water over large severe burns - this can cause shock.
DO NOT remove burnt clothing.
Check for signs of breathing/coughing/movement.
If there are no signs of breathing begin CPR.
Elevate burned areas above heart level, if possible.
Cover the burn(s) with cool, sterile, moist bandages, towels or cloth.

CHOKING
Most people clutch at their throats when choking, an obvious symbol for help. However, if a 
person isn’t giving that signal, be alert for these indications. Inability to talk, difficulty breath-
ing or noisy breathing, inability to cough forcefully, skin/lips/nails turning blue, loss of con-
sciousness.

The Red Cross recommends a “five-and-five” method for first aid: First give five blows between 
the person’s shoulders with the heel of your hand. Second, perform the Heimlich maneuver 

(abdominal thrusts) five times. Alternate between five back blows and 
five abdominal thrusts until the blockage is dislodged.

IN AN EMERGENCY, DIAL 911


