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Local Area Events

JANUARY
Bold & Cold Winter Festival | Owatonna
Coyotes Fur Cancer | Blooming Prairie

MARCH
Evening for Kid’s Sake Gala Fundraiser | Owatanna
Faribault Flannel Formal
Hometown Sampler | Owatanna
KOWZ-KRUE Home & Rec Show | Owatonna
North America Farm & Power Show | Owatonna

APRIL
Hops for Habitat | Owatanna
St. Mary’s Night of Knights Auction | Owatonna
Steele County Young Life Cake Auction | Owatonna

MAY
Blooming Praire City Wide Garage Sale
Business Awards Luncheon | Faribault
Corky’s Softball Tournament | Rice & Steele County
Memorial Day Ceremony | Owatonna
Memorial Day Parade | Owatonna
Maple Syrup Fun Run | Faribault
Riverwalk Market Fair (Saturdays May-Oct) | Northfield
Rustic Mama’s Spring Craft Show | Owatanna
Spring Fiber Fest Market & Rug Hook-in | Owatonna
Profinium’s Drive-By Free Shred Day! | Owatonna
Farmers Market in Central Park (May-Oct) | Owatonna
Faribault Car Crusie Nights (May-Sept)
Faribault Concerts in the Park (Thursdays May-Aug)
Smokin’ in Steele BBQ and Blues Festival | Owatonna
Morristown Dam Days (May-June)

JUNE
11 at 7 Concerts (Thursdays June-Aug)| Owatonna
Downtown Thursdays (June-Sept) | Owatanna
Ellendale Days
Faribault Heritage Days
Harry Wenger Marching Band Fest | Owatonna
Minnesota State Eagles Convention | Owatonna
Straight River Days | Medford
Juneteenth Celebration | Owatonna

JULY
4th of July 5K | Blooming Prairie
4th of July Fireworks | Owatonna, Blooming Prairie
Blooming Prairie Youth Club Rib Fest
Crazy Days | Northfield
Downtown Faribault Car Cruise Nights
Downtown Thursdays | Owatanna
Extravaganza at History Center | Owatonna
Gem Days | Owatonna
Golf Fun Day | Blooming Prairie
International Festival | Fairbault
July 4th Flea Market in Ames Park | Northfield
Litomysl Summer Festival | Owatonna
Rice County Fair | Faribault
Vintage Band Festival | Northfield
Barnes Rodeo | Faribault
Red, White & Boom | Blooming Prairie

AUGUST
Blooming Prairie Fire Department Brat & Corn Feed
Blue Collar Festival | Faribault
Downtown Thursdays | Owatanna
Heaven’s Angels Motorcycle Run | Fairbault
Lonsdale Community Festival
Night to Unite | Northfield
Pet Parade | Faribault 
Steele County Free Fair | Owatonna

SEPTEMBER
Blooming Praire Fall City Wide Garage Sale
Rice County Steam & Gas Engine, Inc. Show | Dundas
Cornerstone Owatonna Car/Motorcycle/Tractor Show
Defeat of Jesse James Days | Northfield
Relay for Life | Owatonna
Outlaw Run/Walk | Northfield
Riverfront Fine Arts Festival | Northfield
Rustic Mama’s Fall Craft Show | Owatonna
Taste of Faribault
Taste of Steele County | Owatonna
Oktoberfest (Sept-Oct) | Owatonna
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OCTOBER
Fall Festival & Chili Contest | Faribault
Studio ARTour | Rice County, Faribault
A Haunting We Will Go | Owatonna
Spooktacular Festivities | Owatonna

NOVEMBER
Havana Lights (Nov 25 - Jan 1) | Owatanna
IRIS Turkey Trot & Gobble Wobble | Faribault
Pastimes Annual Art and Fine Craft Sale | Owatonna
Nearly North Pine Craft & Gift Expo | Northfield

DECEMBER
Lighted Parade & Lighting of the Lights | Owatonna
St. Olaf Christmas Festival | Northfield
Winterfest, Hometown Holidays & Parade in Faribault
Winter Walk | Northfield
Christmas in the Village | Owatonna
Hometown Holidays | Owatonna

*Events are subject to change

https://www.facebook.com/LMBarDundas
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Residential Services
RICE COUNTY
Administration..................................................................................................(507) 332-6100
Assessor......................................................................................................................................332-6102
Attorney.......................................................................................................................................332-6103
Auditor/Treasurer........................................................................................................332-6104
Board of Commissioners..............................................................................................332-6100
Corrections...................................................................................................................................332-6106
Court Administration..................................................................................................497-7134 
Economic Development...............................................................................................332-6091
Environmental Services...............................................................................................332-6113
Highway.....................................................................................................................332-6110
Human Resources........................................................................................................332-6124
Information Technology...............................................................................................333-3777
Parks & Facilities.................................................................................................(612)332-6105
Planning & Zoning.......................................................................................................332-6113
Public Health...............................................................................................................332-6111
Recorder.......................................................................................................................................332-6114
Sheriff.........................................................................................................................334-4391
Social Services.............................................................................................................332-6115
Solid Waste.................................................................................................................332-6833
University of Minnesota Extension......................................................................(612)332-6109
VeteranServices..........................................................................................................332-6117
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STEELE COUNTY
Administration...................................................................................................(507) 444-7400
Assessor....................................................................................................................................444-7435
Attorney.......................................................................................................................................444-7780
Auditor.........................................................................................................................................444-7410
Board of Commissioners...............................................................................................444-7429 
Corrections.................................................................................................................446-7720
Court Administration..................................................................................................686-7012
Environmental Services...............................................................................................444-7475
Highway.....................................................................................................................444-7670
Human Resources........................................................................................................444-7401
Parks & Recreation.......................................................................................................451-1093
Planning & Zoning.......................................................................................................444-7475
Public Health...............................................................................................................444-7650
Recorder.....................................................................................................................444-7450    
Sheriff........................................................................................................................................444-3800
Social Services/Human Services...................................................................................431-5600
Solid Waste..................................................................................................................583-7766
Treasurer.....................................................................................................................444-7420
University of Minnesota Extension................................................................................444-7685
Veteran Services..........................................................................................................444-7460

https://citygaltransportation.com/
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In 1844, a fur trader, Henry M. Rice arrived to the Rice County area and traveled with 
Alexander Faribault. Rice was elected as a senator in 1857 and the county was named in his 
honor. School districts were organized that same year and the construction of a courthouse 
followed in 1874 with Faribault as the county seat. Settlers were attracted to the rich farmland 
and ample water power from nearby rivers and streams. As the railroad arrived, communities 
began to grow where rail stations once stood. In 1931 a fire destroyed the original courthouse, 
but was soon rebuilt with the assistance of the Supreme Court. Today Rice County is home to 
approximately 62,390 residents.

Rice County History

CITIES:
DENNISON – pop. 164
DUNDAS – pop. 1,080
FARIBAULT (COUNTY SEAT) – pop. 22,009      
LONSDALE – pop. 3,041
MORRISTOWN – pop. 1,039
NERSTRAND – pop. 226
NORTHFIELD – pop. 19,633

TOWNSHIPS:
BRIDGEWATER – pop. 1,905      
CANNON CITY – pop. 1,224
ERIN – pop. 838

FOREST – pop. 1,159
MORRISTOWN – pop. 688
NORTHFIELD – pop. 832      
RICHLAND – pop. 526
SHIELDSVILLE – pop. 1,176
WALCOTT – pop. 1,001
WARSAW – pop. 1,462
WEBSTER – pop. 1,846
WELLS – pop. 1,680
WHEATLAND – pop. 1,327
WHEELING –  pop. 596
*Populations are approximate.
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DUNDAS
Dundas was first settled in 1852 by James Irish. Attracted to the fertile soil and the Cannon 
River, John and George Archibald arrived in 1857 and named the community after their 
Canadian hometown. The Archibald brothers established the Archibald Flour Mill, nationally 
recognized for its fine grade flour. The mill was destroyed and rebuilt throughout history, and 
its ruins can now be visited. Today Dundas is home to approximately 1,080 residents.

FARIBAULT (COUNTY SEAT)
Established in 1852 by Alexander Faribault, a businessman and fur trader, Faribault quickly 
grew as a religious and educational center. A sawmill was constructed and the city was 
incorporated and platted in 1855. Upon development, many schools and churches were built, 
including the State Academies for the Blind and Deaf, giving Faribault the nickname “Athens 
of the West.” In 1878 a large fire destroyed many downtown businesses and the community 
quickly rebuilt. Herbert Sellner, a Faribault native, invented the Tilt-A-Whirl in 1926, which is 
still produced within the city limits. The city is recognized for its woolen products and garden 
industry. Today Faribault is home to approximately 22,009 residents.

Rice County Communities
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CITIES:
BLOOMING PRAIRIE – pop. 1,967
ELLENDALE – pop. 673
MEDFORD – pop. 1,222
OWATONNA (COUNTY SEAT) – pop. 24,855

TOWNSHIPS:
AURORA – pop. 1,746
BERLIN – pop. 519
BLOOMING PRAIRIE – pop. 536
CLINTON FALLS – pop. 431

DEERFIELD – pop. 716
HAVANA – pop. 622
LEMOND – pop. 527
MEDFORD – pop. 674
MERIDEN – pop. 648
MERTON – pop. 398
OWATONNA – pop. 726
SOMERSET – pop. 861
SUMMIT – pop. 534
*Populations are approximate.

Originally inhabited by Indians, settlement of Steele County began in the 1850s and 
land was surveyed and platted into townships in 1854. Steele County included land that was 
part of Waseca County until 1856. It is named after the Minneapolis settler, Franklin Steele, 
who was involved with the founding of Minneapolis and was a prominent figure with the 
construction of mills along St. Anthony Falls. Communities formed near rivers to utilize 
power and provide transportation. Owatonna was voted as the county seat and in 1891 the 
first county courthouse was built.  Steele County has continued to grow with a population 
of 2,863 in 1860 and has grown to 21,155 within 100 years. Today Steele County is home to 
approximately 36,546 residents.  

Steele County History

BLOOMING PRAIRIE
Blooming Prairie began as a rail center, built by railroad workers. The community was called 
Blooming Prairie by the wife of a rail worker and a flour mill was soon constructed. Settlers 
arrived to farm the land and Blooming Prairie was incorporated in 1873. By 1892, general 
stores, creameries and schools were established. Residents began celebrating 4th of July in 
the early 1900s, and continue this day with over 35,000 people in attendance. Today Blooming 
Prairie is home to approximately 1,967 residents.

ELLENDALE
Thomas H. Brown selected the area known as Ellendale for a community in 1900 because of 
its fertile soil and proximity to Owatonna and Albert Lea. Named after the wife of the railroad 
president, Ellen Dale Ives, Ellendale was incorporated in 1901. The Security State Bank was the 
first established business, and others soon followed including general stores, lumberyards, 
butcher shops, schools and a post office. Today Ellendale is home to approximately 673 
residents.

MEDFORD
Settled in the mid 1800s, Medford began as an agricultural community founded by William 
Collins who named the community after the ship he was born on. Upon development, Medford 
continued to grow and now is the site of the Medford Outlet Center, a nationally recognized 
shopping center. Today Medford is home to approximately 1,222 residents. 

OWATONNA (COUNTY SEAT)
The name Owatonna is derived from an Indian word meaning “straight river.” Settlement 
began in the mid 1800s as stories of the ill Indian Princess Owatonna spread. Legend has it 
that she was cured by the healing waters of the straight river and many flocked to the area. By 
1883, Owatonna was the site of the Minnesota State Fair and the Minnesota State School for 
Dependent and Neglected Children was constructed three years later. The community became 
the county seat and with roots in agriculture, the industry of the community is now diverse, 
with manufacturing outlets, retail centers, colleges and medical institutions. Today Owatonna 
is home to approximately 24,855 residents.

Steele County Communities

www.LincolnMarketing.us - 9
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Parks & Recreation
ACKMAN PARK
4080 Cannon Lake Trail | Faribault
Located on 1 acre near Cannon and Wells 
Lakes, Ackman Park features a fishing pier, 
picnic areas and wildlife viewing. 

ALBERS PARK
8662 Bagley Ave. | Faribault
Located on 6 acres near Union Lake, Albers 
Park features a reservable picnic shelter, boat 
launch, hiking trail, playground equipment, 
grills and wildlife viewing.

ALEXANDRIA PARK COMPLEX
1814 2nd Ave. NW | Faribault | 
(507) 332-6919

BEAVER LAKE PARK
100 S Beaver Lake Rd. | New Richland
Located on 17 acres near Beaver Lake, Beaver 
Lake Park features a boat launch, fishing 
pier, swimming beach with beach house, 
volleyball courts, horseshoe pits, reservable 
picnic shelters, hiking trails, playground 
equipment and wildlife viewing.

CANNON LAKE
Warsaw Township

CANNON RIVER WILDERNESS AREA
3471 151st St. E | Faribault 
Located on 850 acres near the Cannon River, 
the Cannon River Wilderness Area features 
a campground, reservable picnic shelter, 
boat launch, hiking and equestrian trails, 
horseshoe pits and wildlife viewing. 

CARON PARK
6816 170th St. E | Faribault
Located on 60 acres, Caron Park features a 
waterfall, reservable picnic shelter, hiking 
trails and wildlife viewing.

CIRCLE LAKE PARK
4560 Circle Lake Trail | Faribault
Located on 2 acres near Circle Lake, Circle 
Lake Park features a boat launch, fishing pier 
and wildlife viewing.

DISC GOLF AT WAPACUTA
2nd Ave. SW | Faribault

FALLS CREEK PARK
20506 Carr Ave. | Faribault
Located on 63 acres on Falls Creek, Falls Creek 
features a reservable picnic shelter, hiking 
trails and wildlife viewing.

FARIBAULT MILL
1500 2nd Ave. NW | Faribault | 
(507) 412-5534

HIRDLER PARK
15100 Gary Ave. | Faribault 
Located  on 5 acres near Lake Mazaska, Hirdler 
Park features a reservable picnic shelter, lake 
access, playground equipment, horseshoe 
pits and wildlife viewing. 

KALINA PARK
11442 Cody Lake Trail | Faribault
Located  on 1 acre near Phelps Lake, Kalina 
Park features picnic areas, lake access and 
wildlife viewing. 
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KELLY-DUDLEY LAKE
Wells Township

KING MILL PARK
2100 7th St. NW | Faribault
Located along the Cannon River, King Mill 
Park features the King Mill Dam, fishing pier, 
reservable picnic shelter and wildlife viewing. 

MCCULLOGH PARK
14398 Irwin Path | Lonsdale
Located on 104 acres near Shields Lake, 
McCullough Park features a campground, 
picnic areas, lake access, horseshoe pits and 
wildlife viewing.

MINERAL SPRINGS PARK
1025 Mineral Springs Pkwy. NE | Owatonna 
Located on 48 acres, Mineral Springs Park 
features reservable picnic shelters, horseshoe 
pits, volleyball courts, playground equipment 
and wildlife viewing.

NERSTRAND BIG WOODS STATE PARK
9700 170th St. E | Nerstrand
Located on 2,882 acres, Nerstrand Big 
Woods State Park features a campground, 
hiking and snowmobile trails, picnic areas, 
playground equipment, visitor center and 
wildlife viewing.

RICE LAKE STATE PARK
8485 Rose St. | Owatonna 
Located on 1,071 acres, Rice Lake State Park 
features a campground, picnic areas and 
wildlife viewing.

RIVER SPRINGS WATER PARK
3065 St. Paul Rd. | Owatonna 
The River Springs Water Park features water 
slides, lazy river, lily pad walk, volleyball court 
and an activity pool with water basketball.

SAKATAH LAKE STATE PARK
50499 Sakatah Lake St. Park Rd. | Waterville 
Located on 842 acres on Sakatah Lake, 
Sakatah Lake State Park features a 
campground, hiking trails, picnic areas, lake 
access  and wildlife viewing. 

SHAGER PARK
22399 Dalton Ave. | Faribault
Located on 3 acres near Cannon Lake, Shager 
Park features a campground, reservable 
picnic shelter, boat launch, fishing pier, 
swimming beach, hiking and snowmobiling 
trails and wildlife viewing.

STEELE COUNTY  PARK
SE 18th St. | Owatonna 
Located on 22 acres, Fairgrounds Park features 
a reservable picnic shelter with grills, softball 
and baseball fields, picnic areas, concessions, 
volleyball court and playground equipment.

VELZKE PARK
County Rd. 38 | Faribault
Located on 2 acres on Wells Lake, Velzke Park 
features picnic areas and wildlife viewing.
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Area Attractions
ARCHERY INDOOR RANGE
Commercial Exhibit Building, Fairground Dr. | Faribault 
| (507) 334-8367

BLOOMING PRAIRIE COUNTRY CLUB
7701 SE 118th St. | Blooming Prairie | (507) 583-2887

CARLETON COLLEGE
1 College St. N | Northfield | (507) 222-4000

COMMUNITY CENTER POOL & RECREATION
15 Division St. W | Faribault | (507) 334-2064

COWLING ARBORETUM AT CARLETON COLLEGE
1 College St. N | Northfield | (507) 222-4543

FARIBAULT FAMILY AQUATIC CENTER
1830 Alexander Dr. | Faribault | (507) 334-2184

FARIBAULT ICE ARENA
1816 2nd Ave. NW | Faribault | (507) 332-0372

FARIBAULT SELF GUIDED MURAL TOUR
(507) 334-4381

FARIBO WEST MALL
200 Western Ave. NW | Faribault | (507)334-5328

FIRESIDE ORCHARD & GARDENS
2225 Lonsdale Blvd. | Northfield | (507) 663-1376

FLEUR DE LIS GALLERY
318 Central Ave. N | Faribault | (952) 905-6270

GOODSELL OBSERVATORY AT CARLETON
COLLEGE
139 Olin Dr. | Northfield | (507) 222-4000

HOME TO THE TILT A WHIRL
Central Ave. & 2nd St. NW | Faribault

IVAN WHILLOCK WOODCARVING STUDIO
122 1st Ave. NE | Faribault | (507) 334-8306

JAPANESE GARDEN AT CARLETON COLLEGE
1 College St. N | Northfield | (507) 222-4000

JUNK MONKEY
32 4th St. NE | Faribault | (507) 339-0430

LITTLE THEATRE OF OWATONNA
560 Dunnell Dr. #A | Owatonna | (507) 451-0764

LORENCE’S BERRY FARM
28625 Foliage Ave. | Northfield | (507) 645-9749

MEDFORD SWIMMING POOL
25 NW 2nd St. | Medford | (507) 455-0193

MINNESOTA STATE ACADEMY FOR THE DEAF
615 Olof Hanson Dr. | Faribault | (507) 400-6088

NORTHFIELD ARENA
1280 Bollenbacher Dr. | Northfield | (507) 645-3017

NORTHFIELD ARTS GUILD
304 Division St. | Northfield | (507) 645-8877

NORTHFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM
408 Division St. | Northfield | (507) 645-9268

NORTHFIELD OLD MEMORIAL PARK POOL
801 7th St. E | Northfield | (507) 645-1837

NORWEGIAN-AMERICAN HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION
1510 St. Olaf Ave. | Northfield | (507) 786-3221

OLD TRONDHJEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
7525 Garfield Ave. | Lonsdale | (507) 744-2310

ORPHANAGE MUSEUM
540 W Hills Cir. | Owatonna | (507) 774-7369

OWATONNA ARTS CENTER & SCULPTURE
GARDEN
435 Garden View Lane | Owatonna | (507) 451-0533
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OWATONNA SKATE PARK
350 School Street | Owatonna | (507) 444-4321

PARSON’S ELK RANCH
4503 St. Paul Rd. | Owatonna | (507) 475-2971

RICE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1814 2nd Ave. NW | Faribault | (507) 332-2121

RIVER BEND NATURE CENTER
1000 Rustad Rd. | Faribault | (507) 332-7151

SHATTUCK-ST. MARY’S SCHOOL
1000 Shumway Ave. | Faribault | (507) 333-1500

ST. OLAF COLLEGE
1520 St. Olaf Ave. | Northfield | (507) 786-2222

STANTON AIRFIELD
1235 Hwy. 19 | Dennison | (507) 645-4030

STATE SCHOOL ORPHANAGE MUSEUM
540 Hills Circle W | Owatonna | (507) 774-7369

STEELE COUNTY HISTORY CENTER
1700 Austin Rd. | Owatonna | (507) 451-1420

THE REPTILE & AMPHIBIAN DISCOVERY ZOO
6750 Frontage Rd. W | Medford | (507) 455-1465

THE UPPER EAST SIDE
213 Central Ave. N | Faribault | (507) 339-1770

ULTRA OUTLETS OF MEDFORD
6750 Frontage Rd. W | Medford | (507) 455-2042

VILLAGE OF YESTERYEAR
1448 Austin Rd. | Owatonna | (507) 451-1420

https://www.facebook.com/p/Rail-19-Bar-Grill-61555167834235/


Hunting Seasons
For general information on firearm safety training call: 1 (888) 646-6367 or (651) 296-6157.

Contact the MN DNR for specific zone areas/dates:
Online: www.dnr.state.mn.us, Toll Free: 1 (888) 665-4236.

You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses by phone: 1 (888) 665-4236.
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HUNTING
Bear
08/16/24	 Baiting start date - Permit areas & 
no-quota area
09/1/24 - 10/13/24 Permit areas & 
no-quota area

Deer
09/14/24 - 12/31/24 Archery - Statewide
10/17/24 - 10/20/24 Early Antlerless	
10/17/24 - 10/20/24	Youth - Statewide
11/9/24 - 11/24/24 Firearm (Season A) 100 
Series permit areas
11/9/24 - 11/17/24 Firearm (Season A) 200 & 
300 Series permit areas
11/23/24 - 12/1/24 Firearm (Season B) 300 
Series permit areas
11/30/24 - 12/15/24 Muzzleloader - Statewide

Badger
10/19/24 - 03/16/25 North furbearer zone
10/26/24 - 03/16/25 South furbearer zone

Bobcat
12/14/24 - 01/19/25 
North of I-94 & U.S. Highway 10

Fox, Gray & Red
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Opossum
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Rabbit
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Jack - Statewide
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Cottontail & Snowshoe 
Hare - Statewide

Raccoon
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Squirrel, Gray & Fox
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Gray & Fox	- Statewide

Grouse
09/14/24 - 01/1/25 Ruffed & Spruce - Statewide
09/21/24 - 12/4/24 Sharp-Tailed - 
Northwest zone

Pheasant
10/12/24 - 01/1/25 Ring-Necked - Statewide

Wild Turkey
04/17/24 - 05/31/24	Spring - Youth - Statewide
04/17/24 - 05/31/24	 Spring - Archery - Statewide
04/17/24 - 04/23/24	 Spring - A season - Statewide
04/24/24 - 04/30/24	 Spring - B season - Statewide
05/1/24 - 05/7/24   Spring - C season - Statewide
05/8/24 - 05/14/24   Spring - D season - Statewide
05/15/24 - 05/21/24	 Spring - E season - Statewide
05/22/24 - 05/31/24	 Spring - F season - Statewide
09/28/24 - 10/27/24	Fall - Statewide
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TRAPPING
Badger
10/19/24 - 03/16/25 North furbearer zone
10/26/24 - 03/16/25 South furbearer zone

Bobcat
12/14/24 - 01/19/25 North of I-94 & U.S. 
Highway 10

Fox
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 Gray & Red - North 
furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 Gray & Red - South 
furbearer zone

Opossum
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Rabbit
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Jack - Statewide
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Cottontail & Snowshoe 
Hare - Statewide

Raccoon
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Squirrel
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Gray & Fox	- Statewide

*Check the MN DNR website for updates.
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us
or scan the QR code

https://lonsdale.govoffice.com/liquorstore


You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses, cross-country ski passes and snowmobile trail stickers
through the Electronic License System. Online www.dnr.state.mn.us, Toll Free: 1 (888) 646-6367

Or visit one of the ELS agents available throughout the area:

BLOOMING PRAIRIE
B TO Z HARDWARE
323 Main St. E | Blooming Prairie | (507) 583-4469

FARIBAULT
HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #135
707 4th St. NW | Faribault | (507) 334-7789

JOHN’S BAIT & TACKLE
19826 Roberds Lake Blvd. | Faribault | (507) 332-6787

LAKE COUNTRY CONVENIENCE & BAIT
15090 Shieldsville Blvd. | Faribault | (507) 334-9711

WALMART #1657
150 Western Ave. | Faribault | (507) 332-0232

LONSDALE
LONSDALE HARDWARE & RENTAL
101 MAIN ST N | Lonsdale | (507) 744-2373

MEDFORD
ANHORN’S SERVICE,  INC.
216 Main St. S | Medford | (507) 451-1651

MORRISTOWN
AHLMAN GUNS
9525 230th St. W | Morristown | (507) 685-4243

HILLER’S LAST CALL LIQUOR & BAIT
8890 Morristown BLVD | Morristown | (507) 685-2900

NORTHFIELD
ARROW ACE HARDWARE
670 Water St. S | Northfield | (507) 645-0617

HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #60
100 Water St. | Northfield | (507) 663-1151

ZIGGY’S LLC
109 Water St. | Northfield | (507) 663-0228

OWATONNA
ARROW ACE HARDWARE
122 W Vine St.| Owatonna | (507) 451-4966

CABELA’S RETAIL, INC.
3900 Cabela Dr. | Owatonna | (507) 451-4545

FLEET FARM
2121 Bridge St. W | Owatonna | (507) 455-1088

HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #373
695 W Bridge St. | Owatonna | (507) 446-1061

RANDALLS LICENSE BUREAU
1825 S Elm Ave. | Owatonna | (507) 451-2040

WALMART SUPERCENTER #982
1130 Frontage Rd. W | Owatonna | (507) 455-0049
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INLAND 
WATERS
Lake Trout
12/30/23 - 03/31/24
Lakes entirely within the BWCA
Lake Trout
01/13/24 - 03/31/24		
Lakes partially or completely outside the 
BWCA
Bullhead
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Burbot (eelpout)
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Channel Catfish
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Cisco (tullibee), whitefish
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Crappie
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Gar
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Other
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Perch
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Rock Bass
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Smelt
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Sunfish
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
White Bass
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Flathead Catfish
04/01/24 - 11/30/24
Largemouth Bass
05/11/24 - 02/23/25 
Northeastern Minnesota

Northern Pike
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Sauger
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Smallmouth Bass
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Northeastern Minnesota
Walleye
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Largemouth Bass
05/25/24 - 02/28/25, 
Statewide except the northeast
Smallmouth Bass
05/25/24 - 09/08/24, 
Statewide except the northeast
Sturgeon - catch-and-release
06/16/24 - 04/14/25
Smallmouth Bass - catch-and-release
09/09/24 - 02/23/25, 
Statewide except the northeast

*Contact the MN DNR for specific zone information/
dates: 
1 (888) 646-6367
www.dnr.state.mn.us
scan the QR code
(Fishing licenses are effective from March 1 to the last day of 

February of the following year. A fishing license for the current 

2024-25 license year is effective until Feb. 29, 2025.)

Fishing seasons
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Don’t like all the dirt in your fingernails while you work in the 
garden? Before you go out, run your fingernails across a bar of 

soap and you’ll effectively seal the undersides of your nails so 
dirt cannot accumulate.  Then, after you are all done gardening, 
use a toothpick or nailbrush to remove the soap and your nails 
will be sparkling clean.

Spray vegetable oil on your string trimmer to help prevent 
jamming or breaking (Treat before installing string in trimmer).
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Make a convenient measuring tool out of a long handled 
garden tool by laying it on the ground next to a tape measure. 
Use a permanent marker to copy the inches and feet. Next time 
you are spacing plants you already have a dual-purpose measur-
ing tool in your hand! 

Write the names of your plants (With a permanent marker) on 
the flat parts of stones of any size and lay them in front of your 
plants for natural looking markers.

The next time you boil or steam vegetables, use the leftover 
water to water potted patio plants, and you’ll be suprised at how 
the plants grow with “vege-soup.”

You can use leftover tea and coffee grounds to help acidify the 
soil of acid-loving plants like azaleas, rhododendrons, camellias, 
gardenias and blueberries. A light sprinkle of about 1/4 of an 
inch applied once a month will help keep the pH of the soil on 
the acidic side.

You can use chamomile tea to control damping-off fungus, which 
often attacks young seedlings quite suddenly. Just add some tea to 
the soil around the soil of seedlings once a week for healthy plant.

Here is a really quick way to dry out your herbs: Just lay a sheet 
of newspaper on the seat of your car, arrange the herbs in a single 
layer, then roll up the windows and shut the car doors. Your herbs 
will be dry in no time!

Use your blender to grind up egg shells. Just like a mother bird 
chews up worms for the baby birds making the food easier to digest, 
grinding eggshells makes it easy for your garden to absorb the 
calcium egg shells retain.

Animals (cats especially) seem to think all of the hard work 
you’ve put into your garden looks like a huge litter box. To keep 
them from pooping on your basil and other plants, strategically 
place a few plastic forks around your plants to deter them from 
destroying your fresh herbs, fruits, and vegetables.
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Be Aware of your
Surroundings

Drink lots
of Water!

Bicycle Hand Signals
• Do not consume alcohol or take drugs prior to or 
during your snowmobile trip. Doing so increases your 
chances of injury or death.• Slow down and don’t cut 
to the inside of the trail corners.  It’s dangerous and il-
legal. • If you snowmobile at night, don’t override your 
lights. • Always use the buddy system. Never ride off 
alone. • Drowning is one of the causes of many snow-
mobile fatalities. Whenever possible, avoid the ice. • 
Wear sensible, protective clothing designed for oper-
ating a snowmobile. • Use a full size helmet, goggles, 
or visor to prevent injuries from twigs, stones, ice 
chips and other debris. • Avoid wearing long scarves. 
They may get caught in moving parts of the snowmo-
bile. • Know the terrain you are going to ride. If un-
familiar to you, ask someone who has traveled over 
it before. • Know the weather forecast, especially the 
ice and snow conditions. • Be sure your snowmobile 
is in top-notch mechanical condition throughout the 
months of use. • Familiarize yourself with the snow-
mobile you are driving. Thoroughly read the manual 
that accompanies the snowmobile. • Do not pursue 
domestic or wild animals. That is not the conduct of a 
sportsman. Report such violations to the nearest law 
enforcement  officer.

NO TRESPASSING

PRIVATE
PROPERTY

Snowmobile Safety Snowmobile Hand Signals

Please 
respect private 

property and no 
trespassing signs.  Stay on 

trails. Exercise extreme caution 
on all lakes and streams. Obey all 

state and local laws and ordinances. Do 
not operate snowmobiles/ATV’s on county 
roads or state highways.

Know
Your
ATV

Read the owner’s manual
and know your vehicle thoroughly. • Check your vehicle before you ride. • Wear protec-
tive equipment and clothing. • Don’t lend your vehicle to unskilled riders. • Supervise 
young or inexperienced riders. • Never carry a passenger on vehicles meant for one 
rider. • Do not operate under the influence of drugs or alcohol. • Drive at speeds that 
are appropriate to trail conditions. • Stay to the right on trails. • Stay away from thin 
ice, open water and wetlands • Know the weather forecast. • Make sure headlights and 
taillights work properly. • Maintain safe distances between other riders. • Reduce your 
speed when riding at night. • Yield to other motor vehicles and trail users. • Young or 
beginning riders are encouraged to take a safety training course.   	                                    

Bicycle Safety ATV Safety

 • Always wear a properly fitting bike helmet 
as most serious injuries are to the head. • Be 
sure your handlebars, seat and wheels fit 
snugly. • Keep your bike in good shape by 
checking and oiling your chain, making sure 
your brakes work properly and maintaining 
your tire pressure. • Always ride with both 
hands on the handlebars except when do-
ing turn signals. • When leaving a driveway, 
curb or alleyway always stop and check for 
traffic in both directions. • Cross only at in-
tersections. • Use the crosswalk to walk your 
bike across busy intersections and follow 
the traffic signals. • Never ride against traf-
fic. Travel in the same direction as the cars. • 
Whenever you can, use bike routes and avoid 
busy streets. • Don’t ride near parked cars as 
doors can open and cause accidents. • Obey all 
traffic signs and traffic lights. • When biking 
with friends, ride in a single file. • Always pass 
other bikers or pedestrians on the left and say  
“On your left!” to make your presence known. 
• Always use bicycle hand signals to alert traf-
fic of your changing direction.
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Local Area Trails

Snowmobile Trail

Bicycle Trail/Route
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STEELE COUNTY
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Patience and Forgiveness: Pets, especially young ones, can be mischievous or have accidents. Be patient with 
them during the training process and forgive any mistakes they make along the way.

Emergency Preparedness: Have a plan in place for emergencies, including natural disasters. Know how to 
evacuate with your pet safely if needed.

If you have just rescued / adopted a new fur baby, please it is important to remember the 3-3-3 RULE:

3 Days: 
In the first 3 days being in its new home, they will be feeling overwhelmed, scared & unsure of what is going 
on. They may also be uncomfortable being “themselves”, and may not want to eat or drink. They may want to 
“shut down” or hide under a bed or in a crate, and they will test boundaries.

3 Weeks:
At this point, they may be a lot more comfortable & settling in. Learning a new routine can be overwhelming, 
so please be patient. By now they may have figured out the new environment & accepted that this may be their 
FURever home. Their personality traits will start to show, as well as any behavior issue that may be present.

3 Months: 
For most fur babies, 3 months is enough time to finally be comfortable and begin to build trust and a true bond. 
A sense of security may be present & a set routine will help this process. 

Please know that this is not the rule with every rescued or adopted pet, as some may need 6 months to a year to 
adjust & adapt, depending on MANY factors. Age of animal, what type of an environment did they come from? 

NORTHFIELD DOG PARK
960 MN-3 S | Northfield | 
(507) 645-8935
DUNDAS DOG PARK
300 Hester St. | Dundas | 
(507) 645-2852
LAKE CHASE DOG PARK
1915 State Ave. NW | 
Owatonna | (507) 444-4321
LONSDALE DOG PARK
829 Industrial Park Dr. SE | 
Lonsdale
WHITE SANDS DOG PARK
900 Lyndale Ave. N | Faribault

DOG PARKS

Commitment and Time: Owning a pet is a long-term commitment. Before bringing a pet home, consider 
your lifestyle and ensure you have enough time to spend with your pet. Dogs, cats, and many other animals 
require attention, exercise, and mental stimulation.

Choose the Right Pet for Your Lifestyle: Different pets have varying needs, temperaments, and activity 
levels. Research and select a pet that fits well with your lifestyle, living situation, and family dynamics. Whether 
you choose a dog, cat, bird, fish, or any other animal, make sure you can provide for its specific needs.

Proper Nutrition: Feed your pet a balanced and nutritious diet suitable for their species and age. Consult with 
a veterinarian to determine the best food options for your pet’s health and well-being.

Regular Exercise: Most pets need regular physical activity to stay healthy and happy. Engage in playtime and 
exercise with your pet daily, as it helps prevent obesity and provides mental stimulation.

Routine Veterinary Care: Schedule regular check-ups with a veterinarian to monitor your pet’s health, get 
necessary vaccinations, and address any concerns. Early detection of health issues can often lead to better 
outcomes.

Spaying/Neutering: Consider spaying or neutering your pet if you don’t plan on breeding. This helps control 
the pet population and can have health benefits for your pet.

Training and Socialization: Properly train your pet to follow basic commands and have good manners. 
Socialize them with other animals and people from a young age to prevent behavioral issues later on.

Provide a Safe Environment: Ensure that your home and yard are safe for your pet. Remove hazards, keep 
toxic substances out of reach, and provide appropriate shelter from extreme weather conditions.

Grooming: Regular grooming is essential for most pets. Brush their fur, trim nails, and clean their ears as 
needed to keep them comfortable and healthy.

Identification and Microchipping: Keep identification tags with your current contact information on your 
pet’s collar. Consider microchipping your pet as an extra measure to ensure they can be identified if lost.

Love and Attention: Pets thrive on love and attention 
from their owners. Spend quality time with your pet, 
provide affection, and build a strong bond.

Respect and Understanding: Learn to understand your 
pet’s body language and behavior. Respect their boundar-
ies and feelings, and avoid forcing them into uncomfortable 
situations.

So, You have decided to get a pet... NOW WHAT??
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