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JANUARY
No events at the time of publication

FEBRUARY
Hudson Hot Air Affair
Fly Fishing Film Festival | River Falls
Coldest Night of the Year Walk | River Falls
Annual Cabin Fever Classic | New Richmond
Bay City Bluff Busters Vintage Show & Ride | Hager 
City
Bean Bag Tournament | Plum City

MARCH
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration | River Falls
Pot O Gold Medallion Hunt & Potato Soup Cook-Off 
| River Falls
Annual Garage Grinder 240 | River Falls

APRIL
Easter Egg Hunt & Brunch | Somerset, Hudson
Relay for Life | River Falls
Bluegrass, Bourbon & Brews Festival | River Falls
100 Miles of Little Town Thrift Sales | Ellsworth

MAY
100 Mile Garage Sale | St. Croix County
Syttende Mai | Woodville
“UFFDA” Trail Run | Woodville
River Falls Farmer’s Market (May-Oct, Saturdays)
House to House Garage Sale | New Richmond
Good Neighbor Days | Roberts
Spring Fling Business Expo | Ellsworth
Park Art Fair | New Richmond

JUNE
Ellsworth Cheese Curd Days
June Bug Days | Baldwin
Maiden Rock Summer Fest
Concerts on the Lake (June-Aug) | Hudson
Valley Wide Pride Fest | Hudson
Windmill Days | Baldwin
Clayton Cheese Days
Truck Demo Derby | Ellsworth
Somerset Pea Soup Days
Clayton Tractor & Truck Pull

JULY
4th of July Celebration | Wanderoos, Spring Valley, 
River Falls, Plum City
Annual Beldenville Old Car Show & Swap Meet | 
Ellsworth
Elmwood UFO Days
Fun Fest | New Richmond
Maiden Rock 4th of July Celebration & Parade
Memory Days | Centuria
Ren in the Glen | Glenwood
River Falls Days
St. Croix County Fair | Glenwood City
St. Croix River Festival | Hudson
Stockholm Art Fair
Smoke N’ Thunder by the Kinni | River Falls
Booster Days | Hudson
Rock Fest | Hager City
Farm Tours | Area Wide
Plum City Days
Plum Lake FD Annual Chicken BBQ | Plum City

AUGUST
Annual Apple River Car Show | Somerset
Charles E. Lewis Day | Lewis
Corn Fest | New Richmond
Hammond Heartland Days
Pepper Fest | North Hudson
Pierce County Fair | Ellsworth
St. Croix County Farm City Day
Star Prairie Ox Cart Days
Yellowstone Trail Heritage Day | Hudson
Jazz Summit | Prescott
Classic Cars, Trucks & Tractors in the Park | Roberts
Maiden Rock Party in the Park
Annual Roberts Lake Fisheree | Roberts

SEPTEMBER
Art on the Kinni | River Falls
Autumn Trek Bicycle Tour | River Falls
Falcon Frontier Days | River Falls
Fall Woodland Colors (through Oct.) | Prescott, River 
Falls
Heritage Days | New Richmond
Prescott Daze
Spring Valley Dam Days

Local Area Events
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SEPTEMBER (CONTD)
The River Road Hwy. 87 Ramble | Cushing
Bacon Bash | River Falls
Kinni River Trout Trot 20 Mile & 5K  | River Falls
Gobbler’s Gallop 5K/1K Family Run/Walk | 
Ellsworth
Chili Fest | Baldwin, Woodville

OCTOBER
Annual Trunk or Treat | Somerset, Hudson
Community Trick or Treat | Somerset, Ellsworth
Downtown Trick or Treat | New Richmond
Hilltop Pumpkin Party | Hudson
Halloween on 3rd Street | Hudson
The Official Halloween Bar Crawl | Hudson
Rotary Halloween Parade | Hudson
Midwest Market | Woodville

NOVEMBER
Christmas Tour of Homes | Hudson
Light Up Hudson
River Dazzle (Nov-Dec) | River Falls
Sam’s Christmas Village & Light Tour (Nov-Jan) | 
Somerset

DECEMBER
Christmas Parade | New Richmond
Candle Light Stroll | Hudson
Menorah Lighting | Baldwin
Santa & His Critters | Hudson
Hometown Holiday | New Richmond
Horse Parade | Woodville

*Events are subject to change

https://www.jerryscountymarket.com/


4 - Pierce & St. Croix Counties • Resident Guide

Residential Services
PIERCE COUNTY
Aging & Disability................................................................................................(715) 273-6780
Clerk of Court................................................................................................................273-6741
County Court................................................................................................................ 273-6741
Economic Support....................................................................................................... 273-6788
Emergency...........................................................................................................................911
Human Services...........................................................................................................273-6766
Land Conservation ......................................................................................................273-6763
Land Management/Zoning..........................................................................................273-6746 
Mental Health Department.........................................................................................273-6770
Pierce County Library  ..................................................................................................639-5955
Public Health...............................................................................................................273-6755
Register of Deeds.........................................................................................................273-6748 
Sheriff .........................................................................................................................273-5051
Solid Waste/Recycling .................................................................................................273-3092
Treasurer  .....................................................................................................................273-6743
UW Extension ..............................................................................................................273-6781
Zoning..........................................................................................................273-6746 Ext.6441

ST. CROIX COUNTY
Administration ...................................................................................................(715) 381-4303 
Aging & Disability Resource Center...............................................................................381-4360
Facilities Management................................................................................................386-4736
Clerk of Circuit Court .................................................................................................386-4630
Corporation Counsel ...................................................................................................381-4315
County Clerk ..............................................................................................................381-4608
District Attorney .........................................................................................................386-4658
Emergency Support Services......................................................................................386-4751  
Health Department ...................................................................................................246-8263
Highway Department ................................................................................................245-4200
Parks Department .....................................................................................................381-4437
Register of Deeds ..................................................................................................386-4652
Register in Probate ....................................................................................................386-4619
Sheriff .......................................................................................................................381-4320
Treasurer ....................................................................................................................386-4645
UW Extension ...........................................................................................................531-1930 
Veteran Services .........................................................................................................386-4759
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Pierce County was originally part of St. Croix County until 1853. The area was first settled 
in 1827 by military officers, led by Philander Prescott. Because of high land prices, initial growth 
was slow. Early industry was based on timber and agriculture, with many mills located along 
river banks. Ellsworth was selected as the county seat in 1861 and as the railroad arrived, Pierce 
County continued to develop. Communities were established near former lumber camps and the 
area continued to attract new residents. Today Pierce County is home to approximately 40,254 
residents.   

BAY CITY – pop. 489
CLIFTON – pop. 1,799 
DIAMOND BLUFF – pop. 501
EL PASO – pop. 813
ELLSWORTH (COUNTY SEAT) – pop.  3,284
ELMWOOD – pop. 799
GILMAN – pop. 891
HARTLAND – pop. 840
ISABELLE – pop. 322
MAIDEN ROCK – pop. 695
MARTELL – pop. 1,196
OAK GROVE – pop. 1,622

PLUM CITY – pop. 570
PRESCOTT – pop. 4,020
RIVER FALLS – pop. 15,000
ROCK ELM – pop. 605
SALEM – pop. 609
SPRING LAKE – pop. 652
SPRING VALLEY – pop. 1,310
TRENTON – pop. 1,853
TRIMBELLE – pop. 1,641
UNION – pop. 725

*Populations are approximate.

Pierce County History 
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BAY CITY
Originally named Saratoga, Bay City was settled in 1855 on the property of A.C. Morton. When 
the community was replatted in 1886, it was renamed Bay City. Due to its proximity to the Mis-
sissippi River, early industry involved fishing, pearl harvesting and timber milling. Bay City was 
incorporated in 1909 with Roy W. Tucker serving as its first president. Today Bay City is home to 
approximately 489 residents. 

ELLSWORTH (COUNTY SEAT)
First settled in the 1850s by Anthony Huddleston, Ellsworth was named in honor of Civil War 
Colonel, Elmer E. Ellsworth. First known as Perry, Ellsworth was platted in 1862. Businesses were 
established and the community was incorporated in 1887. After securing the county seat, the 
courthouse was designed after the Wisconsin State Capitol building. It has since been widely 
recognized as, “the Cheese Curd Capitol of Wisconsin.” Today Ellsworth is home to approximately  
3,284 residents. 

ELMWOOD
Settlers began arriving to the Elmwood area in the 1870s. The first mill was built along Cady 
Creek and logging camps were scattered throughout. Elmwood was incorporated in 1905 and as 
the logging industry slowed, residents turned to farming and agriculture. With UFO sightings in 
the 1970s, Elmwood was widely recognized as, “the UFO Capitol of the World”. Today Elmwood is 
home to approximately 799 residents.
 
EL PASO
El Paso was established in 1859 with the first meeting held in G.P. Walker’s home. Construction of 
a schoolhouse attracted new residents, but due to difficulty building roads, growth in El Paso was 
slow. Today El Paso is home to approximately 813 residents.

GILMAN
Named in honor of Sallie Gilman, wife of the President of the Northwestern Lumber Company, 
Gilman began as a logging camp in the 1850s. City streets were named after Sallie’s children 
and as the railroad arrived, Gilman began to grow. Today Gilman is home to approximately 891 
residents.

HARTLAND
Hartland was settled by Sylvanus Warren in 1837 and the community was first named Warren 
in his honor. By 1845 Hartland was home to several mills, a racetrack, baseball diamond, inns 
and  resorts. The post office was established in 1846 with William Clark serving as the area’s first 
postmaster. As the railroad arrived, the community was renamed Hartland and was incorporated 
in 1892. Today Hartland is home to approximately 840 residents.

Pierce County Communities 
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MAIDEN ROCK
First known as Harrisburg, Maiden Rock was settled in 1854 by John D. Trumbull and Albert Har-
ris. By 1857 Maiden Rock housed general stores, a boarding house, school and church. The com-
munity continued to thrive and by 1900 there was an opera house, doctors, dentists, machinery 
dealers, lumberyards and a variety of specialty shops. Today Maiden Rock is home to approxi-
mately 695 residents.

OAK GROVE
Once part of Clifton, Oak Grove was settled in 1848. Due to its location, flour mills and lumber 
mills were established along the river. By 1880, the town housed seven schools, three churches 
and a post office. Today Oak Grove is home to approximately 1,622 residents.

PLUM CITY
Settled in 1856 by the Moser family, Plum City was named after wild plum trees found throughout 
the area. Attracted to the pristine landscape and ample wildlife, a variety of settlers arrived and 
established homes along Plum Creek. Today Plum City is home to approximately 570 residents.

PRESCOTT
The Prescott area was settled in 1840 and the community was named in honor of Philander 
Prescott, army agent. Due to its prime location, Prescott became a shipping and trading center. 
Supplies, products and passengers were easily transported along the river. Its population had 
reached 1,138 by 1870  and the area continued to grow. Today Prescott is home to approximately 
4,020 residents. 

RIVER FALLS
Joel Foster was the first settler to arrive to the River Falls area in 1848. The location of River Falls 
was ideal for milling and flour mills and sawmills lined the shores. By 1860 there were general 
stores, blacksmith shops and specialty shops and a college preparatory school. With construction 
of the railroad in 1890, River Falls continued to develop rapidly. Today River Falls is home to ap-
proximately 15,000 residents.

SPRING VALLEY
Spring Valley was settled in 1857 by lumbermen and logging crews. As iron ore was discovered 
in 1891, Spring Valley began to thrive. Businesses, entertainment and housing were established 
to meet the needs of the miners. In 1895 the community was incorporated and its population 
reached 1,000. Today Spring Valley is home to approximately 1,310 residents.

Pierce County Communities
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Since it is pretty commonly known that the beautiful state of Wis-
consin is famous for cheese, then it’s only fitting that a village within, 
is the CHEESE CURD CAPITAL! In 1984,the Governor granted the title 
to Ellsworth.
Typically held the last weekend in June ( which also happens to be 
Dairy Month), they host the Cheese Curd Festival. Located at Ells-
worth East End park, thousands of pounds of cheese curds, with 
over 20 varieties of dishes made, INCLUDING desert curds to “ Rival 
the mini donut”. Come with an empty stomach, as  the makers, craft-
ers & cooks will happily guide you through the choices of curds, as 
well as the variety of dipping sauces, to ensure a unique experience. 
Rest assured, cheese curds  aren’t the only food item on the menu. 
You will find “Sconnie BBQ”, craft beers, local wines, hard cider as well 
as real dairy ice cream. There is even a milk and cookie pairing and 
with plenty of food trucks, you have a great variety of choices other 
than cheese curds.  So, between the cheese curd eating contest, live 
music performed by local artists and classic cars, you and the family 
are bound to have a great time.
Admission is FREE, parking is FREE with a shuttle that is FREE, there 
aren’t too many other excuses not to go and enjoy all the festival has 
to offer! So bring the kids, bring the In-Laws, bring an appetite and 
maybe even 
an umbrella, 
because rain 
or shine, the 
celebration 
will go on! 
Maybe we 
will see ya 
there!

CHEESECHEESE
CURDCURDFESTIVALFESTIVAL
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In 1840, the first settlement in the area was located at the mouth of the Willow River. 
The land was settled by Louis Massey and Peter Bouchea. The legislature of Wisconsin created 
the county of St. Croix that same year and named it after the St. Croix River. By 1849, resident 
Moses Perrin opened a boarding house in what is now the city of Hudson. The United States 
Land Office was established in Hudson in 1849, which helped increase the population and the 
community was selected as the county seat. The primary industry for the area was farming and 
in 1881, wheat had become the main crop. Today St. Croix County is home to approximately 
63,155 residents.

BALDWIN – pop. 2,667
CADY – pop. 710
CYLON – pop. 629
DEER PARK – pop. 227
EAU GALLE – pop. 882
EMERALD – pop. 691
ERIN PRAIRIE – pop. 658
FOREST – pop. 590
GLENWOOD CITY – pop. 1,183
HAMMOND – pop. 1,153
HUDSON (COUNTY SEAT) – pop. 12,719
KINNICKINNIC – pop. 1,400
NEW RICHMOND – pop. 8,679
NORTH HUDSON – pop. 3,463

PLEASANT VALLEY – pop. 430
RICHMOND – pop. 1.556
ROBERTS – pop. 969
RUSH RIVER – pop. 498
SOMERSET – pop. 2,674
SPRINGFIELD – pop. 808
ST. JOSEPH – pop. 3,436
STANTON – pop. 1,003
STAR PRAIRIE – pop. 2,944
TROY – pop. 3,661
WARREN – pop. 1,320
WILSON – pop. 176
WOODVILLE – pop. 1,104
*Populations are approximate.

St. Croix County History 
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BALDWIN
Founded by Dana Reed Bailey, Baldwin was originally known as Clarkesville. Flour mills and saw-
mills were built near the river and in 1871 the railroad arrived. The community was renamed Bald-
win after the West Wisconsin Railroad president, D.A. Baldwin. Today Baldwin is home to approxi-
mately 2,667 residents. 

GLENWOOD CITY
Settled in 1880, Glenwood City was named after the nearby ample forests. As the railroad arrived 
in 1885, Glenwood City began to grow and lumber mills were established. By 1890, Glenwood City 
was the major trading center of the St. Croix River Valley. As timber resources were exhausted, agri-
culture dominated industry. Today Glenwood City is home to approximately 1,183 residents.  

HAMMOND
Settled in 1855, Hammond was named in honor of early developer R.B. Hammond. The community 
was platted in 1857 and the area began to grow. With the advent of the railroad, more settlers ar-
rived to Hammond and businesses were established. Today Hammond is home to approximately 
1,153 residents. 

HUDSON (COUNTY SEAT)
In 1840, Hudson was founded by Louis Massey and Peter Bouchea. They set up a community near 
the mouth of the Willow River, of which it was also named. In 1848, the name was changed to 
Buena Vista - a name that better suited the area’s beautiful views. People were drawn to the area 
for its lumber industry, which was the foremost industry at the time. In 1852 the first mayor, A.D. 
Gray, petitioned to change the city’s name to Hudson, as many travelers noticed the resemblance of 
the St. Croix River to the Hudson River in New York. The railroad came to Hudson in 1871 and helped 
increase the population dramatically. Today Hudson is the county seat of St. Croix County and is 
home to approximately 12,719 residents.

KINNICKINNIC
Founded in the mid 1800s, settlers were attracted to the rivers, streams and pastures of the Kin-
nickinnic area. The community is named after the Indian word Kinnickinnic, meaning what is mixed 
as a tobacco substitute. As the railroad was built, Kinnickinnic began to grow. Today Kinnickinnic is 
home to approximately 1,400 residents.    

St. Croix County Communities 
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NEW RICHMOND
New Richmond was founded in 1857 and was named after Richmond Day who surveyed the 
community. By 1880 many businesses had been established and in 1899 a deadly tornado almost 
destroyed the town, wiping out entire blocks. Within five months, most of the community was 
rebuilt. Today New Richmond is home to approximately 8,679 residents.  

SOMERSET
Joseph and Louis Parent, who were French-Canadian explorers, came to the St. Croix area in 1850 
looking to homestead. They established their settlement on the bluffs above the mouth of the 
Apple River. Since potatoes grew well here, the spot was named La Pointe de la Pomme de Terre, 
which translates to point of the apples of the earth. Settlers Samuel and Hud Harriman arrived 
at the Apple River in 1856. They founded a mill, store and logging empire. Since the area closest 
to the St. Croix was already settled, they settled north where they built a dam for a mill. They 
platted a village and named it Somerset in honor of their father’s birthplace, Somerset County, 
England. In 1856, the community became established as a township. Today Somerset is home to 
approximately 2,674 residents.

WOODVILLE
Named for the dense woods occupying the area, Woodville was first settled in 1870 by J. M. S. 
Anderson. Anderson built the first sawmill and the railroad arrived soon after in 1872. Anderson 
was also the community’s first postmaster, establishing a post office in 1875. By 1907, a restau-
rant, butcher and specialty shops were built and incorporation followed in 1911. Today Woodville 
is home to approximately 1,104 residents.

St. Croix County History 
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Area Attractions
ARCHIE MONTPETIT MEMORIAL ICE ARENA
529 Main St. | Somerset | (715) 247-4445

ART BENCH TRAIL
Bench Locations: Hudson, WI • Osceola, WI • Prescott, 
WI • St. Croix Falls, WI • Somerset, WI • Bayport, MN • 
Carpenter Nature Center, MN • Marine on St. Croix, MN 
• Stillwater, MN

AUDREY MARTIN ART
1015 6th St. | Hudson | (715) 690-9158

BADLANDS SNOW PARK
772 Kinney Rd. | Hudson | (715) 386-1856

BASS LAKE CHEESE FACTORY
598 Valley View Trail | Somerset | (715) 247-5585

CEDAR LAKE SPEEDWAY
2275 County Rd. CC | New Richmond | (715) 248-7119

CIRCLE K ORCHARD
N7653 650th St. | Beldenville | (715) 821-7799

CLEAR LAKE AREA MUSEUM
450 5th Ave. | Clear Lake | (909) 452-2110

COMMON MAN TAP & TABLE
193 E Main St. | Ellsworth | (715) 941-4060

COMMUNITY ARTS BASE
127 N Main St. | River Falls | (715) 426-5219

CREAM OF THE CROP ARTISTS 
GALLERY

511 2nd Street | Hudson | 
(715) 338-6766

CRYSTAL CAVE 
W965 WI-29 | Spring 

Valley | 
(715) 778-4414

EAGLE EYE 
FARM
N7802 County 
Rd. F | River Falls 
| (314) 707-4889

ELLSWORTH 
COOPERATIVE 
CREAMERY
232 N. Wallace St. | Ellsworth | 
(715) 273-4311 Ext.225

ELLSWORTH COUNTRY CLUB
W6920 Golf Course Ln. | Ellsworth |
(715) 273-4438

FALLS THEATRE
105 S Main St. | River Falls | 
(715) 425-2811

FRIENDS OF WILLOW RIVER & KINNICKINNIC 
STATE PARKS
1034 County Rd. A | Hudson | (715) 386-9340

GEHL’S BUFFALO HILL RANCH
7573 730th St. | River Falls | (715) 426-5566

GIBBY’S LANES, SPORTS BAR & RESTAURANT
546 W N Shore Dr. | New Richmond | (715) 246-2695

HISTORIC WOODSIDE CHURCH
2053 County Rd. N | Baldwin | (715) 796-2311

HOP AND BARREL BREWING
310 2nd St. | Hudson | (715) 808-8390

HUDSON 12 THEATRE
520 Stageline Rd. | Hudson | (715) 386-1420

HUDSON FARMERS MARKET ON CARMICHAEL
777 Carmichael Rd. | Hudson | (612) 203-9030

HUDSON FOOD WALK
Hudson | (715) 255-0428
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HUDSON HOME AND GARDEN CLUB
Main Street | Hudson | (715) 781-1689

HUDSON ROD, GUN & ARCHERY CLUB
285 Krattley Ln. | Hudson | (715) 386-9955

HUDSON SOCCER ASSOCIATION
541 Co Rd. UU | Hudson

HUDSON TROLLEY COMPANY
1004 3rd St. | Hudson | (651) 324-4075

HUDSON WOMEN’S CLUB
270 Turnberry Ct. | Hudson

KINNICKINNIC CLAYWORKS GALLERY
308 N Fremont St. | River Falls | (715) 629-1639

KIWANIS GREATER HUDSON
Hudson | (715) 381-0038

KNOKE’S CHOCOLATES AND NUTS
218 Locust St. | Hudson | (715) 381-9866

MAPLE LEAF ORCHARD
W3901 750th Ave. | Spring Valley | (715) 778-5881

NANCY L. HAWKINSON HISTORY ROOM AT THE 
HUDSON AREA PUBLIC LIBRARY
700 1st Street | Hudson | (715) 386-3101

NEW RICHMOND HERITAGE CENTER
1100 Heritage Dr. | New Richmond | (715) 246-3276

OCTAGON HOUSE
1004 3rd St. | Hudson | (715) 386-2654

PHIPPS CENTER FOR THE ARTS
109 Locust St. | Hudson | (715) 386-2305

RUSH RIVER DELTA STATE NATURAL AREA
W4070 WI-35 | Maiden Rock | (608) 266-0394

SEASONS GALLERY
401 Second St. | Hudson | (715) 381-2906

SOMERSET AMPHITHEATRE
495 Main St. | Somerset | (715) 334-9080

ST. CROIX LANES
1153 St. Croix Street | River Falls | (715) 425-2228

ST. CROIX RIVER CRUISES
98 Walnut St. | Hudson | (651) 436-8883

TATTERSALL DISTILLERY
1777 Paulson Rd. Suite 3 | River Falls | (534) 248-8300

VINO IN THE VALLEY
W3826 450th Ave. | Maiden Rock | (715) 639-6677

YMCA CAMP ST. CROIX
532 County Rd. F | Hudson | (715) 386-4380

YMCA HUDSON
2211 Vine St. | Hudson | (715) 386-1616

*CALL AHEAD FOR HOURS AND SEASONAL 
INFORMATION
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Parks & Recreation
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BAY CITY CAMPGROUND 
W6490 Lake Pepin Blvd. | Bay City | (715) 594-3229
Bay City Campground features river views, rustic 
tenting, fish cleaning area, pavillion, sandy beach, 
public picnic area, children’s play area and a public 
boat launch.

BUTTERNUT PARK
101 W May Ave. | Elmwood | (715) 639-3792
Butternut Park features camping and hiking trails. 
Facilities include a softball diamond, basketball court, 
playground, picnic shelters and grills.

CRYSTAL CAVE
W965 WI-29 | Spring Valley | (715) 778-4414
Crystal Cave is Wisconsin’s longest cave featuring 
spectacular views of stalagmites, stalactites and rip-
pling flowstone. Guided tours, education programs, 
gem panning, and a nature trail are available. 

EAU GALLE RECREATION AREA 
W501 Eau Galle Dam Rd. | Spring Valley
(715) 778-5562
Located on 150 acres, Eau Galle Resort features a 
beach, two boat launches, campground, foot and 
equestrian trails. Facilities include picnic areas, play-
grounds, volleyball courts, grills and a bait shop. 

EVERTS RESORT & CAMPGROUND
N1705 860th St. | Hager City | (715) 792-2333
Everts Resort and Campground features excellent 
fishing on the Mississippi River. Facilities include fully 
equipped cabins, campsites, boat ramps, boat rentals 
and a bait shop.

FREEDOM PARK
200 Monroe St. | Prescott | (715)-262-0104
Freedom Park features views of the St. Croix 
and Mississippi Rivers and is home to a farmer’s 
market, changing artist exhibitions, and educational 
programs. Facilities include a reservable indoor 
multipurpose room, covered pavilion, covered 
gazebo, reservable amphitheater, visitor’s center and 
children’s play area. 

GAS-LITE CAMP-
GROUNDS
8941 US-10 
| Ellsworth | 
(715) 273-
4839
Gas-Lite 
Campgrounds 
features 
excellent 
trout fishing and 
primitive campsites. 
Facilities include a softball 
diamond, playground, picnic 
shelters and grills. 

GLEN HILLS PARK
1049 Rustic Rd. 3 | Glenwood City | (715) 381-4440
Located on 700 acres near Glen Lake, Glen Hills 
Park features a dam, campground, golf course, boat 
launch with fishing pier, hiking trails, picnic shelters, 
playground equipment, canoe and boat rentals and a 
swimming beach.

HIGHLAND RIDGE CAMPGROUND
N2100 Dugan Rd. | Spring Valley | (715) 778-5562
Highland Ridge Campground features campsites, tent 
sites, hiking and equestrian trails, cross country skiing 
and nature programs. Facilities include playground, 
picnic areas and Interpretive Center.

HOFFMAN PARK
547 Hanson Dr. | River Falls | (715) 425-0924
Hoffman Park features camping sites for camper trail-
ers, motor homes and tents. Facilities include two ice 
rinks and a warming house.

HOMESTEAD PARKLANDS COUNTY PARK
550 Perch Lake Rd. | Hudson | (715) 381-4437
Located near Perch Lake, Homestead Park features a 
handicap accessible fishing pier, hiking trails, picnic 
areas, playground equipment, visitor center, canoe 
and boat rentals and scuba-diving facilities. 
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KINNICKINNIC COUNTY FOREST
1335 Evergreen Dr. | River Falls
Located on 80 acres, the Kinnickinnic County Forest 
features hiking trails and is open for hunting. 

KINNICKINNIC STATE PARK
W11983 820th Ave. | River Falls | (715) 425-1129
Located on 1,242 acres of wooded land, Kinnickinnic 
State Park features hiking trails, camping and boat 
camping, trout fishing, cross-country skiing, snow-
shoeing, ice fishing and an overlook of the valley. 
Facilities include picnic areas and swimming beach. 

MERCORD MILL PARK
101 Front St. S | Prescott | (715) 262-5544
In 1852, Mercord Mill Park was the site of a sawmill 
and later utilized as a flour mill. Visitors can enjoy 
views of the St. Croix and Mississippi Rivers. Facilities 
include picnic tables, grills and a boat landing. 

NUGGET LAKE COUNTY PARK
N4351 County Rd. HH | Plum City | (715) 639-5611
Located on 752 acres of semi-wilderness, Nugget Lake 
County Park features modern campsites, hiking trails, 
excellent year round fishing, cross country skiing and 
nature programs. Facilities include two playgrounds, 
horseshoe pits, picnic area, dock and boat launch, 
canoe/boat/kayak rentals, cabins and bait shop. 

PINE LAKE PARK
2056 120th Ave. | Baldwin
Located on 7 acres near Pine Lake, Pine Lake Park 
features a boat launch with fishing pier and a picnic 
shelter with grills.

STANTON COUNTY FOREST
2375 185th St. | Deer Park | (715) 531-1923
Located on 40 acres, the Stanton County Forest 
features hiking trails and is open for hunting.

TROY BEACH COUNTY PARK
490 County Rd. F | Hudson | (715) 531-1923
Located on 7 acres near the St. Croix River, Troy Park 
features picnic areas with grills, swimming beach 
with beach house and horseshoe pits. 

VILLAGE PARK IN MAIDEN ROCK
3543 Park St. | Maiden Rock | (715) 448-2205
Village Park features river views, picnic shelter, camp-
ing sites, and a fishing and boating dock.

SPRING POND PARK
500 Main St. | Plum City | (715) 647-2612
Village Park features river views, picnic tables and 
shelter, camping sites, ball park, trout pond, fish food 
vending machines, and a fishing and boating dock.

WILLOW RIVER STATE PARK
1034 Co. Hwy. A | Hudson | (715) 386-5931
Located on 2,891 acres near Little Falls Lake, Willow 
River State Park features a campground, boat launch, 
hiking trails, picnic areas, swimming beach and 
nature center.

DOG PARKS
CITY OF NEW RICHMOND OFF LEASH DOG PARK
2202 185th Ave. | New Richmond

HUDSON DOG PARK
908 Carmichael Rd. | Hudson

RIVER FALLS DOG PARK
W10225 County Rd. FF | River Falls
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DNR License Centers
You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses, cross-country ski passes and snowmobile trail stickers 

through the Electronic License System. Online: dnr.wi.gov, Toll Free: 1 (888) 936-7463 or visit one of the
ELS agents available throughout your County:
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BALDWIN
GREGERSON HARDWARE
880 Cedar St. | Baldwin | (715) 684-3246

ELLSWORTH
DS LIQUOR
280 N Maple St. | Ellsworth | (715) 273-5590

HOLIDAY #481
456 W Main St. | Ellsworth | (715) 273-5012

PIERCE COUNTY CLERK
414 W. Main St. | Ellsworth | (715) 273-6796

HUDSON
BURKHARDT HUDSON CENEX
1088 County Rd. A | Hudson | (715) 386-8815

FLEET FARM HUDSON
1001 Industrial St. | Hudson | (715) 386-3281

WALMART #1365
2222 Crest View Dr. | Hudson | (715) 386-1101

NEW RICHMOND
BOB & STEVE’S BP AMOCO 18

1893 Hwy. 63 | New Richmond | (715) 
246-0821

DOYLE’S FARM & HOME
560 Deere Dr. | New Richmond | (715) 246-6184

HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #474
2098 Hwy 64 | New Richmond | (715) 246-5188

WALMART NEW RICHMOND # 5432
250 Richmond Way W | New Richmond |
(715) 246-5509

RIVER FALLS
BOB AND STEVES BP AMOCO SHOP #4
1553 Paulson Rd. | River Falls | (715) 426-4880

HOLIDAY STATION STORE #8
302 S Main St. | River Falls | (715) 425-8040

LUNDS FLY SHOP 
101 S Main St. | River Falls | (715) 425-2415

SOMERSET
B & J SERVICE CENTER
410 Main St. | Somerset | (715) 247-3377

HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #228
121 Main St. | Somerset | (715) 247-3863

STAR PRAIRIE
RUSSELL’S SPORT N’ BIKE
703 Jewell St. | Star Prairie | (715) 248-3644
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2025-2026 
FISHING SEASON 
DATES
(Effective Date: April 1, 
2025; Dates Inclusive)

Early Inland Trout (catch and release)
January 4, 2025 (5 a.m.) - May 2, 2025

General Inland Trout
May 3, 2025 (5 a.m.) - Oct. 15, 2025

General Inland Fishing
May 3, 2025 - March 1, 2026

Largemouth Bass Northern Zone 
Harvest
May 3, 2025 - March 1, 2026

Smallmouth Bass Northern Zone 
Harvest
June 21, 2025 - March 1, 2026

Large And Smallmouth Bass Southern 
Zone Harvest 
May 3, 2025 - March 1, 2026

Large And Smallmouth Bass Catch And 
Release
At all other times of the year.

Musky Northern Zone Harvest
May 24, 2025 - Dec. 31, 2025

Musky 
Southern Zone Harvest
May 3, 2025 - Dec. 31, 2025

Northern Pike
May 3, 2025 - March 1, 2026

Walleye
May 3, 2025 - March 1, 2026

Lake Sturgeon
Feb. 8 - Feb. 23 (Winnebago System spearing)
Sept. 6 - Sept. 30 (hook-and-line)

Free Fishing Weekends
June 7-8, 2025
Jan. 17-18, 2026 

*Contact the Wisconsin DNR for more 
information on specific fishing zones and 
dates: 
1 (888) 936-7463
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov
or scan the QR code.

Fishing seasons
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Hunting SeasonsHunting SeasonsHunting Seasons
*Dates are subject to change please contact your local DNR office for specific hunting and trapping 

zone regulations. For general information on firearm safety training call: 1 (888) 936-7463.

DEER
Archery and Crossbow 
Sept. 13 – Jan. 4, 2026
Archery and Crossbow *Metro Sub-units only*  
Sept. 13 – Jan. 31, 2026 
Gun hunt for hunters with disabilities: This is 
not a statewide season. ~ Oct. 4 – 12
Youth deer hunt ~ Oct. 11 – 12
Gun ~ Nov. 22 – 30
Muzzleloader ~ Dec. 1 – 10
December 4-day antlerless hunt ~ 
Dec. 11 – 14
Antlerless-only Holiday Hunt ~ 
Dec. 24 – Jan. 1, 2026*
*Only in valid farmland units. Please see deer 
regulations booklet for valid units.

BEAR 
Zones A, B, D: where dogs are permitted
Sept. 3 – 9 
with aid of dogs only

Sept. 10 – 30 
with aid of dogs
with aid of bait
with all other legal methods

Oct. 1 – 7 
with aid of bait
with all other legal methods not using dogs

Zones C, E, F: where dogs are not permitted
Sept. 3 – Oct. 7 
with aid of bait
with all other legal methods not using dogs

SMALL MAMMALS
Cottontail rabbit
Northern zone ~ Sept. 13 – Feb. 28, 2026
Southern zone ~ Oct. 18 (9 a.m.) – Feb. 28, 2026
Milwaukee County ~ Year-round
Squirrels (gray and fox)
Statewide  ~ Sept. 13 – Feb. 28, 2026

GAME BIRDS
Crow
Statewide Nov. 22 – March 25, 2026
Pheasant 
Statewide ~ Oct. 18 (9 a.m.) – Jan. 4, 2025
Bobwhite quail  
Statewide ~ Oct. 18 (9 a.m.) – Dec. 10
Ruffed grouse
Zone A ~ Sept. 13 – Jan. 4, 2026
Zone B ~ Oct. 18 – Dec. 8
Sharp-tailed grouse ~ Season is under review.
Hungarian partridge
Statewide ~ Oct. 18 (9 a.m.) – Jan. 4, 2025
(Closed in Clark, Marathon and Taylor counties)

FURBEARERS
Coyote
Hunting ~ Year-round
Trapping ~ Oct. 18 – Feb. 15, 2026
Fox, red and gray
Hunting & Trapping ~ Oct. 18 – Feb. 15. 2026
Beaver
Trapping
Zone A (northwest) Nov. 1 – April 30, 2026
Zone B (northeast) Nov. 1 – April 30, 2026
Zone C (south) Nov. 1 – March 31, 2026
Zone D (Mississippi River) Dec. 8 – March 15, 
2026
Muskrat & Mink
Trapping
Northern Zone     Oct. 18 – April 15, 2026
Central Zone     Oct. 25 – March 22, 2026
Southern Zone     Nov. 1 – March 15, 2026
Mississippi River zone    Nov. 10 – March 8, 2026
Bobcat
Trapping
North & South zones, Period 1, Oct. 18 – Dec. 25 
North & South zones, Period 2, Dec. 26 – Jan. 
31, 2026

Fisher
Trapping
North and South Zones Oct. 18 – Jan. 4, 2026
Otter
Trapping
North zone Nov. 1 – April 30, 2026
South zone Nov. 1 – March 31, 2026
Raccoon
Trapping
Resident     Oct. 18 – Feb. 15, 2026
Nonresident Nov. 1 – Feb. 15, 2026
Opossum, skunk, weasel, snowshoe hare and 
woodchuck ~ No season limits, bag limits, 
size limits or possession limits, but a license is 
required.

WILD TURKEY
2025 Youth turkey hunt ~ April 12 – 13
Spring 2025
Period A April 16 – 22
Period B April 23 – 29
Period C April 30- May 6
Period D May 7–13
Period E May 14– 20
Period F May 21 – 27
Fall 2025
Statewide Sept. 13 – Nov. 21
Zones 1 - 5 ~ Nov. 22 – Jan. 4, 2026

*For the latest season dates. 
Check the WI DNR website,
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov 
or scan the QR code.
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Be Aware of your
Surroundings

Drink lots
of Water!

Bicycle Hand Signals

NO TRESPASSING

PRIVATE
PROPERTY

Snowmobile Safety Snowmobile Hand Signals

Know
Your
ATV

Read the owner’s manual
and know your vehicle thoroughly. • Check your vehicle before you ride. • Wear protec-
tive equipment and clothing. • Don’t lend your vehicle to unskilled riders. • Supervise 
young or inexperienced riders. • Never carry a passenger on vehicles meant for one 
rider. • Do not operate under the influence of drugs or alcohol. • Drive at speeds that 
are appropriate to trail conditions. • Stay to the right on trails. • Stay away from thin 
ice, open water and wetlands • Know the weather forecast. • Make sure headlights and 
taillights work properly. • Maintain safe distances between other riders. • Reduce your 
speed when riding at night. • Yield to other motor vehicles and trail users. • Young or 
beginning riders are encouraged to take a safety training course.                                       

Bicycle Safety ATV Safety

 • Always wear a properly fitting bike helmet 
as most serious injuries are to the head. • Be 
sure your handlebars, seat and wheels fit 
snugly. • Keep your bike in good shape by 
checking and oiling your chain, making sure 
your brakes work properly and maintaining 
your tire pressure. • Always ride with both 
hands on the handlebars except when do-
ing turn signals. • When leaving a driveway, 
curb or alleyway always stop and check for 
traffic in both directions. • Cross only at in-
tersections. • Use the crosswalk to walk your 
bike across busy intersections and follow 
the traffic signals. • Never ride against traf-
fic. Travel in the same direction as the cars. • 
Whenever you can, use bike routes and avoid 
busy streets. • Don’t ride near parked cars as 
doors can open and cause accidents. • Obey all 
traffic signs and traffic lights. • When biking 
with friends, ride in a single file. • Always pass 
other bikers or pedestrians on the left and say  
“On your left!” to make your presence known. 
• Always use bicycle hand signals to alert traf-
fic of your changing direction.

• Do not consume alcohol or take drugs prior to or 
during your snowmobile trip. Doing so increases your 
chances of injury or death.• Slow down and don’t cut 
to the inside of the trail corners.  It’s dangerous and il-
legal. • If you snowmobile at night, don’t override your 
lights. • Always use the buddy system. Never ride off 
alone. • Drowning is one of the causes of many snow-
mobile fatalities. Whenever possible, avoid the ice. • 
Wear sensible, protective clothing designed for oper-
ating a snowmobile. • Use a full size helmet, goggles, 
or visor to prevent injuries from twigs, stones, ice 
chips and other debris. • Avoid wearing long scarves. 
They may get caught in moving parts of the snowmo-
bile. • Know the terrain you are going to ride. If un-
familiar to you, ask someone who has traveled over 
it before. • Know the weather forecast, especially the 
ice and snow conditions. • Be sure your snowmobile 
is in top-notch mechanical condition throughout the 
months of use. • Familiarize yourself with the snow-
mobile you are driving. Thoroughly read the manual 
that accompanies the snowmobile. • Do not pursue 
domestic or wild animals. That is not the conduct of a 
sportsman. Report such violations to the nearest law 
enforcement  officer.

Please 
respect private 

property and no 
trespassing signs.  Stay on 

trails. Exercise extreme caution 
on all lakes and streams. Obey all 

state and local laws and ordinances. Do 
not operate snowmobiles/ATV’s on county 
roads or state highways.
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Little Free Library
Spreading the word: How the movement gained traction
The Little Free Library movement began as a simple yet profound 
idea: to promote literacy and foster a sense of community through 
the sharing of books. Its roots can be traced back to Hudson, 
Wisconsin, where the concept was born in 2009 when Todd Bol 

built the fi rst Little Free Library as a tribute to his mother, a teacher 
and avid reader. But what started as a humble wooden box fi lled with 

books in Bol’s front yard quickly grew into a global phenomenon, and 
spreading the word became the catalyst for its exponential growth.

As news of Bol’s initiative spread through local media, community enthusiasm 
began to swell. The charm of the Little Free Library—encouraging neighbors to 
take a book, leave a book—captured the hearts of many, inspiring them to build 
their own miniature libraries. Social media played a pivotal role in this grassroots 
movement, with photos of creatively designed libraries and stories of shared 
literacy experiences circulating widely. Each post added to the growing tapestry 
of the movement, showcasing the diverse ways communities adapted the idea to 
their unique contexts.
Word-of-mouth also proved to be a powerful tool in spreading the movement. 
Neighbors would share their newfound treasures with friends, families would 

make excursions to discover local libraries, and children would delight 
in the simple joy of selecting their next read. Community events 

such as book swaps and literacy festivals began to pop up, fur-
ther amplifying the message of sharing and collaboration.

In 2012, the Little Free Library organization was formed, 
providing resources, support, and a unifi ed brand that 
enhanced visibility. The organization created a vibrant 
online community, allowing library stewards to connect, 
share ideas, and inspire one another. They also intro-

duced a map to help people locate Little Free Libraries 
near them, making the experience of discovery even more 

accessible.
Today, the movement boasts over 100,000 registered Little 

Free Libraries worldwide, each one a  
 testament to the power of an idea born in 
Hudson, WI. Through community engagement, 
social media, and a commitment to fostering a love 
for reading, the Little Free Library movement has 
transformed countless neighborhoods into vibrant 
hubs of literary exchange, proving that sometimes 
the simplest ideas can have the most profound 
impact.
Visit the website at littlefreelibrary.org.
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