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Local Area Events
JANUARY
Coffee & Conversation at the Preston Library
(First Friday of each month)
Chatfield Chili Fest 

FEBRUARY
Whalan Candlelight Ski | Whalan & Lanesboro

MARCH
Hesper-Mabel Area Historical Society Pancake 
Breakfast | Mable
International Festival of Owls | Houston
Annual Swing into Spring Benefit | Harmony

APRI
Preston Pride Clean Up Day
SEMBA’s Annual Spring Bluegrass Festival | 
Houston
Fly-in Drive-in Breakfast at the Airport (April-July) 
| Preston

MAY
City Wide Garage Sales | Preston
Trout Days | Preston
Farmers Market (May-Aug) | Lanesboro
Root River Triathlon
Syttende Mai | Spring Grove
Mystery Cave Opens for the season | Preston
Bluff Country Gathering | Lanesboro
Spring Boutique & Business Crawl | Lanesboro
Memorial Day Program | Lanesboro
Runin’ with my Gnomies 5k | Spring Grove
Farmers Market (May-Oct) | Caledonia

JUNE
Gammel Dag Fest | Peterson
Rhubarb Festival | Lanesboro
Founder’s Day Celebration | Caledonia 
Rhythm By The River (June-July) | Preston
Harmony in the Park | Harmony
Art in the Park | Lanesboro
Lobsterfest | Caledonia
JULY
4th of July Celebration | Harmony
Independence Day | Forestville 
Fillmore County Fair | Preston
Houston Hoedown Days | Houston
Root River Engine & Tractor Show | Spring Valley
Fun Fest | Eitzen

AUGUST
Houston County Fair | Caledonia
Buffalo Bill Days | Lanesboro
Western Days | Chatfield
Ag Days | Spring Valley
Wilder Fest | Spring Valley
Lanesboro Area Art Trail (Aug-Sept)
50’s & 60’s Days | Mable

SEPTEMBER
Apple Fest | La Crescent
Hesper-Mabel Steam Engine Days | Mabel
Fall Fest | Wykoff
Farmers Market (May-Sept) | Preston
Rendezvous Days | Fort Atkinson
Taste of the Trail | Preston
Fall For Harmony
The Fall Craft Beer & Wine Fest | Lanesboro
Fall Boutique & Business Crawl | Lanesboro
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OCTOBER
Haunted Harmony Weekend
UffDa Fest | Spring Grove
Annual St. Mary’s Parish Holiday Bazaar | Caledonia
Wild Turkey Fest & Balloon Rally | Caledonia
Fall into Lanesboro
Arts & Heritage Days | Chatfield

NOVEMBER
Festival of Trees | Spring Grove
Light up Caledonia  | Caledonia
Breakfast with Santa & Tree Lighting | Harmony
Fall Foliage Fest | Harmony
Experience the Magic of Lanesboro

DECEMBER
Houston Hollidazzle
Christmas on Historic Broadway | Spring Valley
Lighted Christmas Parade | Caledonia
Winter Wonderland | Caledonia
Christmas in the Village | Spring Grove
Breakfast With Santa | Preston, Harmony
Christmas in Peterson
Holiday Dinner Dance | Lanesboro

*Events are Subject to Change.

https://www.yourlocal.coop/
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Residential Services
FILLMORE COUNTY
Administration ........................................................................................................................(507) 765-4566
Assessor ..........................................................................................................................................765-3868
Attorney ..........................................................................................................................................765-2530 
Auditor ............................................................................................................................................765-3811
Economic Development ...................................................................................................................765-4566 
Emergency Management .................................................................................................................765-2830
Highway Department ......................................................................................................................765-3854
MN Extension ..................................................................................................................................765-3896
Recorder ..........................................................................................................................................765-3852
Sheriff ..............................................................................................................................................765-3874
Social Services ..................................................................................................................................765-2175 
Soil & Water Conservation ................................................................................................................887-0240
Surveyor ..........................................................................................................................................765-3205 
Treasurer ..........................................................................................................................................765-4701 
Veterans Services ..............................................................................................................................765-4937

HOUSTON COUNTY
Administration ........................................................................................................................(507) 725-5806
Assessor ..........................................................................................................................................725-5801
Attorney ..........................................................................................................................................725-5802
Auditor/ Treasurer.............................................................................................................................725-5803
Economic Development ...................................................................................................................725-5836 
Emergency Management ................................................................................................................725-5834
Highway Department ......................................................................................................................725-3925
Human Services ..............................................................................................................................725-5811
Information Systems ........................................................................................................................725-5809
Maintenance ....................................................................................................................................725-5804
MN Extension ..................................................................................................................................725-5807
Recorder ..........................................................................................................................................725-5813
Sheriff ..............................................................................................................................................725-3379
Soil & Water Conservation......................................................................................................724-5261 Ext.#1
Surveyor ..........................................................................................................................................725-5814
Veterans Services .............................................................................................................................725-5805
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Fillmore County History

Fillmore County was established in 1853 and named in honor of President Millard Fill-
more. Chatfield was the original county seat in 1855 until it was moved to Carimona. In 1856 
Preston was selected as the county seat and a courthouse was built in 1863. As rail lines were 
built in southern Minnesota, Fillmore County began to grow and communities were estab-
lished near railway junctions. Early industry included lumbering, milling, mining and agricul-
ture. Today Fillmore County is home to approximately 20,850 residents.

CITIES:
CANTON – pop. 323
CHATFIELD – pop. 2,518
FOUNTAIN – pop. 340
HARMONY – pop. 1,076
LANESBORO – pop. 728
MABEL – pop. 709
OSTRANDER – pop. 199
PETERSON – pop. 254
PRESTON (COUNTY SEAT) – pop. 
1,324
RUSHFORD – pop. 1,727
RUSHFORD VILLAGE – pop. 771
SPRING VALLEY – pop. 2,355
WHALAN – pop. 60
WYKOFF – pop. 433

TOWNSHIPS:
AMHERST – pop. 411
ARENDAHL – pop. 339
BEAVER – pop. 255
BLOOMFIELD – pop. 418
BRISTOL – pop. 498
CANTON – pop. 674
CARIMONA – pop. 279
CARROLTON – pop. 329
CHATFIELD – pop. 489
CHERRY GROVE – pop. 472
FILLMORE – pop. 481
FORESTVILLE – pop. 388
FOUNTAIN – pop. 321
HARMONY – pop. 400
HOLT – pop. 311

TOWNSHIPS (CONTD):
JORDAN – pop. 417
NEWBURG – pop. 442
NORWAY – pop. 341
PILOT MOUND – pop. 369
PREBLE – pop. 281
PRESTON – pop. 381
SPRING VALLEY – pop. 580
SUMNER – pop. 441
YORK – pop. 410

*Populations are approximate.
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CANTON
The Canton area was settled in 1851 and originally known as Boomer. In 1879 Canton was 
platted and a post office was founded. The community was incorporated in 1887 and as the 
railroad arrived in 1903, Canton continued to develop. Today Canton is home to approximately 
323 residents. 

CHATFIELD
Settled in 1853 by Thomas Twiford, the community was named in honor of Judge Chatfied. By 
1900 Chatfield housed a sawmill, hotel, newspaper, specialty shops and a variety of manufac-
turing centers. The community was incorporated in 1857 and originally selected as the county 
seat. Today Chatfield is home to approximately 2,518 residents. 

FOUNTAIN
Fountain was settled in 1853 and platted in 1858. The community was named after a large 
fountain spring that was the village water supply. As the railroad was constructed in 1870, 
a post office was established. Fountain was incorporated in 1876 and has continued to grow. 
Today Fountain is home to approximately 340 residents. 

HARMONY
Settled in 1852, Harmony was first known as Windom. The community was organized in 1858 
and a post office was built in 1862. Harmony was incorporated in 1896 and businesses were 
established. With construction of the railroad in 1903, Harmony continued to thrive and is now 
the center of a large Amish community. Today Harmony is home to approximately 1,076
residents. 

LANESBORO
Located in Carrolton and Holt Townships, Lanesboro was platted in 1868. The community was 
incorporated in 1869 and as the railroad arrived in 1870, Lanesboro continued to grow. Mills, 
churches, general stores, lumberyards and factories were built and Lanesboro now is recog-
nized as the “Rhubarb Capital of the World.” Today Lanesboro is home to approximately 728 
residents. 

MABEL
Settled in the 1850s, Mabel was first known as Bellville. A post office was established in 1855 
and the community was incorporated in 1893. With construction of the railroad, Mabel grew 
dramatically and is now known as “Rural America’s Steam Engine Capital.” Today Mabel is 
home to approximately 709 residents.

Fillmore County Communities
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OSTRANDER
Ostrander was named in honor of early settlers William and Charles Ostrander. The community 
was platted as a railway village in 1890 and in 1891 a post office was constructed. It was later 
the site of an iron mining operation during World War II. Today Ostrander is home to approxi-
mately 199 residents. 

PETERSON
Peterson was settled in 1853 and founded in 1867. The community was named in honor of Pe-
ter Peterson Haslerud, who donated land for the construction of the railroad. The community 
was incorporated in 1909 and has continued to grow. One of Minnesota’s first trout hatcheries 
was established here. Today Peterson is home to approximately 254 residents. 

PRESTON (COUNTY SEAT)
Preston was settled in 1853 and was named in honor of Luther Preston, a mill worker and 
the community’s first postmaster. In 1855 streets were platted by John Kaercher and in 1856 
Preston was selected as the county seat. In 1871 the community was incorporated and has 
continued to develop, becoming the county seat. Due to the high concentration of trout found 
here, Preston is recognized as “Minnesota’s Trout Capital.” Today Preston is home to approxi-
mately 1,324 residents. 

RUSHFORD
Named after Rush Creek, Rushford was founded in 1854. A post office was established in 1856 
and a variety of businesses were founded. Because of intersecting Indian foot paths, Rushford 
was known as the “Trail City” and was incorporated in 1868. As the railroad was constructed, 
the community became an important shipping and trade center. Today Rushford is home to 
approximately 1,727 residents. 

RUSHFORD VILLAGE
Established in 1854, Rushford Village was originally part of Rushford until 1869. Located east 
of Rushford, the community was incorporated in 1885. Early settlers were attracted to the am-
ple resources and fertile soil. Today Rushford Village is home to approximately 771 residents. 

Fillmore County Communities
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SPRING VALLEY
Spring Valley was settled in 1852 and named after the large local springs found in the area. The 
community was organized in 1858 with a post office, and incorporated in 1872. Because of its 
proximity to a junction of railway lines, Spring Valley grew quickly. Today Spring Valley is home 
to approximately 2,355 residents. 

WHALAN
Settled in 1868, Whalan was named in honor of local landowner John Whalan. A post office 
was built in 1869 and residents donated over 200 acres of land to the railroad. The community 
was incorporated in 1876 and by 1900 Whalan housed a church, school, social hall and general 
stores. Today Whalan is home to approximately 60 residents. 

WYKOFF
First known as Free Soil Prairie, Wykoff was platted in 1871. As the community grew, Wykoff 
was incorporated in 1876 and named in honor of Cyrus G. Wykoff, a railroad surveyor and com-
munity leader. Today Wykoff is home to approximately 433 residents. 



10 - Fillmore & Houston Counties • Resident Guide

Houston County was established in 1854 and named after Sam Houston of Texas. Cale-
donia was selected as the county seat and a courthouse was built in 1874. Early industry in-
cluded lumbering, milling, mining and agriculture. As the railroad was established, Houston 
County continued to grow and by 1900 its population had reached 15,400. These old railway 
lines have since been redeveloped into hiking and biking trails, attracting many outdoor recre-
ation enthusiasts. Today Houston County is home to approximately 19,245 residents. 

Houston County History

CITIES:
BROWNSVILLE – pop. 518
CALEDONIA (COUNTY SEAT) – pop. 
2,821
EITZEN – pop. 228
HOKAH – pop. 561
HOUSTON – pop. 956
LA CRESCENT – pop. 4,912
SPRING GROVE – pop. 1,239

TOWNSHIPS:
BLACK HAMMER – pop. 325
BROWNSVILLE – pop. 449
CALEDONIA – pop. 610
CROOKED CREEK – pop. 322
HOKAH – pop. 531
HOUSTON – pop. 430
JEFFERSON – pop. 138
LA CRESCENT – pop. 1,446
MAYVILLE – pop. 423
MONEY CREEK – pop. 536

TOWNSHIPS (CONTD):
MOUND PRAIRIE – pop. 646
SHELDON – pop. 289
SPRING GROVE – pop. 417
UNION – pop. 379
WILMINGTON – pop. 464
WINNEBAGO – pop. 260
YUCATAN – pop. 354

*Populations are approximate.
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BROWNSVILLE
First known as Wild Cat Bluff, Brownsville was settled in 1848 and named in honor of local 
surveyors job and Charles Brown. Located near the Mississippi River, the community was plat-
ted in 1854 by the Browns. As the railroad arrived in 1871, Brownsville continued to grow 
and churches and schools were established. Today Brownsville is home to approximately 518 
residents. 

CALEDONIA (COUNTY SEAT)
Located in Caledonia and Mayville Townships, the community was settled in 1851 and a post 
office was established in 1855. Platted by Samuel McPhail in 1858, Caledonia was incorpo-
rated in 1870 and named after an ancient Roman word for Scotland. Selected as the county 
seat, Caledonia continued to develop as the railroad was built in 1879. It is widely known as 
the “Wild Turkey Capital of Minnesota,” attracting a variety of outdoor enthusiasts. Today Cale-
donia is home to approximately 2,821 residents.

EITZEN
Settled in 1866, Eitzen was named after a German town. Located in Winnebago Township, 
Eitzen housed a blacksmith shop, mill, general store, saloon and post office, with C. Bunge 
Jr. serving as the area’s first postmaster. Today Eitzen is home to approximately 228 residents.

HOKAH
Hokah was first settled by Edward Thompson in 1851. The community was named in honor of 
Indian Chief  Wecheschatope Hokah and by 1870 mills, shops and a brewery were established. 
As the railroad was constructed, Hokah’s population grew dramatically from 100 to 1,500 in 
1875. Today Hokah is home to approximately 561 residents.

Houston County Communities
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Tornado Safety
HOUSTON
Platted by William McSpadden in 1852, Houston was named after Sam Houston of Texas. By 
1858 the community was organized with businesses and a school established. In 1874 Hous-
ton was incorporated and as railway lines were built, the area continued to thrive. Today Hous-
ton is home to approximately 956 residents.

LA CRESCENT
Established by Peter Cameron in 1851, La Crescent was first known as Camerons. The com-
munity was then renamed La Crescent after the crescent shape of the Mississippi River. John 
S. Harris established apple orchards throughout the area and La Crescent has been known as 
the “Apple Capital of Minnesota” since 1856. Today La Crescent is home to approximately 4,912 
residents. 

SPRING GROVE
Attracted to the abundant natural resources of the area, Spring Grove was settled in 1852 by 
James Smith. Smith established a post office in 1854 and named the community after its prox-
imity to a spring and a grove. Today Spring Grove is home to approximately 1,239 residents. 

Houston County Communities
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Parks & Recreation
BEAVER CREEK VALLEY STATE PARK
15954 Co. Rd. 1 | Caledonia | (507) 724-2107
Located on 1,187 acres, the Beaver Creek Val-
ley State Park features a campground, hiking 
trails, picnic areas and fishing opportunities.

BOB BOTCHER PARK
9497 County 10 | Houston
Bob Botcher Park features a hiking trail and 
picnic area. 

DORER MEMORIAL HARDWOOD FOREST
Fillmore & Houston Counties | (651) 296-6157
Located on over 1 million acres, the Dorer 
Memorial Hardwood Forest features a camp-
ground, recreational trails, picnic areas, hunt-
ing areas and fishing opportunities. 

FORESTVILLE/MYSTERY CAVE STATE PARK
21071 Co. Rd. 118 | Preston | (507) 352-5111
Mystery Cave | (507) 808-8000
Located on 3,170 acres, the Forestville State 
Park features a campground, hiking trails, 
equestrian trails, picnic areas, fishing oppor-
tunities and tours of Mystery Cave.

GREAT RIVER BLUFFS STATE PARK
43605 Kipp Dr. | Winona | (507) 312-2650
Located on 3,067 acres, the Great River Bluffs 
State Park features a campground, hiking 
trails and picnic areas. 

LAKE LOUISE STATE PARK
12385 766th Ave. | LeRoy | (507) 352-5111
Located on 1,186 acres, the Lake Louise State 
Park is one of Minnesota’s oldest recreation 
areas and features a campground, hiking 
trails, equestrian trails, biking trails, picnic 
areas, fishing opportunities and a swimming 
beach. 
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Area Attractions
1877 PETERSON STATION MUSEUM
228 Mill St. | Peterson | (507) 875-2415

AMISH TOURS OF HARMONY
94 2nd St. NW | Harmony | (507) 696-1354

BLUFF COUNTRY ARTISTS GALLERY
111 Main St. W | Spring Grove | (507) 498-2787

BLUFFSCAPE AMISH TOURS
102 Beacon St. E | Lanesboro | (507) 467-3070

BRAVE COMMUNITY THEATER
18301 Cty. 5 | Spring Valley | (507) 951-4394

CALEDONIA AREA BARN QUILTS TOUR
Starts at: 104 History Lane | Caledonia | 
(507) 725-3450 | Map at: caledoniamn.gov

CARLSON ROASTING CO.
101 W Cedar St. | Houston | (507) 459-1951

CHATFIELD BRASS BAND
81 Library Ln. | Chatfield | (507) 867-3275

CHATFIELD CENTER FOR THE ARTS
405 Main St. S | Chatfield | (507) 884-7676

COMMONWEAL THEATRE COMPANY
208 Parkway Ave. N | Lanesboro | (800) 657-7025

DEER CREEK SPEEDWAY
25262 US-63 | Spring Valley | (507) 346-2342

EAGLE BLUFF ENVIRONMENTAL
LEARNING CENTER
28097 Goodview Dr. | Lanesboro | (507) 467-2437

FILLMORE COUNTY  HISTORICAL CENTER
202 Co. Rd. 8 | Fountain | (507) 268-4449

FOUR DAUGHTERS VINEYARD & WINERY
78757 MN-16 | Spring Valley | (507) 346-7300

GATOR GREENS MINI GOLF
439 Half St. | Lanesboro | (507) 467-3000

GENEVA’S HIDEAWAY
87 Centennial St. | Peterson | (507) 218-4290

GIANTS OF THE EARTH HERITAGE CENTER
163 W Main St. | Spring Grove | (507) 498-5070

HARMONY VISITOR & HISTORY CENTER
15 2nd St. NW | Harmony | (507) 886-2469

HISTORIC FORESTVILLE
21899 Co. Rd. 118 | Preston | (507) 765-2785

HISTORIC PICKWICK MILL
24813 Co. Rd. 7 | Winona | (507) 457-0499

HOUSTON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
104 S History Ln. | Caledonia | (507) 725-3884

HOUSTON NATURE CENTER
215 W Plum St. | Houston | (507) 896-4668

INTERNATIONAL OWL CENTER
126 E Cedar St. | Houston | (507) 896-6957

JAILHOUSE HISTORIC INN
109 Houston St. NW | Preston | (507) 765-2181

LANESBORO ART CENTER
106 Parkway Ave. N | Lanesboro | (507) 467-2446

LANESBORO HISTORICAL MUSEUM
105 Parkway Ave. S | Lanesboro | (507) 467-2177

LEROY CENTER FOR THE CREATIVE ARTS
111 Main St. E | LeRoy | (507) 273-5815

MYSTERY CAVE STATE PARK
21071 County Rd. 118 | Preston | (507) 808-8000

NIAGARA CAVE
29842 Co. Rd. 30 | Harmony | (507) 886-6606
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PINE TREE APPLE ORCHARD
1201 St. Paul St. NW | Preston | (507) 765-2408

BLOSSOM HILL ORCHARD & FARM
645 US-52 | Preston | (507) 765-4486

RIVER VIEW VINEYARD & WINERY
32882 County Hwy 1 | La Crescent | (608) 385-1209

RUSHFORD AREA HISTORICAL DEPOT COMPLEX
401 Elm St. S | Rushford | (507) 864-7560

SCHECH’S MILL
W. Beaver Rd. | Caledonia | (507) 896-3481

SPRING GROVE CINEMA
167 Main St. W | Spring Grove | (507) 498-1234

SPRING HOLLOW CABIN
44150 Dakota Valley Dr. | Dakota | (507) 643-3334

SPRING VALLEY METHODIST CHURCH MUSEUM
221 Courtland St. W | Spring Valley | (507) 346-7659

YE OLDE OPERA HOUSE
155 Main St. W | Spring Grove | (507) 498-5859

WASHBURN-ZITTLEMAN HOUSE MUSEUM
220 Courtland W | Spring Valley | (507) 346-7659
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Hunting Seasons
For general information on firearm safety training call: 1 (888) 646-6367 or (651) 296-6157.

Contact the MN DNR for specific zone areas/dates:
Online: www.dnr.state.mn.us, Toll Free: 1 (888) 665-4236.

You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses by phone: 1 (888) 665-4236.

HUNTING
Bear
08/16/24	 Baiting start date - Permit areas & 
no-quota area
09/1/24 - 10/13/24 Permit areas & 
no-quota area

Deer
09/14/24 - 12/31/24 Archery - Statewide
10/17/24 - 10/20/24 Early Antlerless	
10/17/24 - 10/20/24	Youth - Statewide
11/9/24 - 11/24/24 Firearm (Season A) 100 
Series permit areas
11/9/24 - 11/17/24 Firearm (Season A) 200 & 
300 Series permit areas
11/23/24 - 12/1/24 Firearm (Season B) 300 
Series permit areas
11/30/24 - 12/15/24 Muzzleloader - Statewide

Badger
10/19/24 - 03/16/25 North furbearer zone
10/26/24 - 03/16/25 South furbearer zone

Bobcat
12/14/24 - 01/19/25 
North of I-94 & U.S. Highway 10

Fox, Gray & Red
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Opossum
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Rabbit
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Jack - Statewide
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Cottontail & Snowshoe 
Hare - Statewide

Raccoon
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Squirrel, Gray & Fox
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Gray & Fox	- Statewide

Grouse
09/14/24 - 01/1/25 Ruffed & Spruce - Statewide
09/21/24 - 12/4/24 Sharp-Tailed - 
Northwest zone

Pheasant
10/12/24 - 01/1/25 Ring-Necked - Statewide

Wild Turkey
04/17/24 - 05/31/24	Spring - Youth - Statewide
04/17/24 - 05/31/24	 Spring - Archery - Statewide
04/17/24 - 04/23/24	 Spring - A season - Statewide
04/24/24 - 04/30/24	 Spring - B season - Statewide
05/1/24 - 05/7/24   Spring - C season - Statewide
05/8/24 - 05/14/24   Spring - D season - Statewide
05/15/24 - 05/21/24	 Spring - E season - Statewide
05/22/24 - 05/31/24	 Spring - F season - Statewide
09/28/24 - 10/27/24	Fall - Statewide

www.LincolnMarketing.us - 19

TRAPPING
Badger
10/19/24 - 03/16/25 North furbearer zone
10/26/24 - 03/16/25 South furbearer zone

Bobcat
12/14/24 - 01/19/25 North of I-94 & U.S. 
Highway 10

Fox
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 Gray & Red - North 
furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 Gray & Red - South 
furbearer zone

Opossum
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Rabbit
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Jack - Statewide
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Cottontail & Snowshoe 
Hare - Statewide

Raccoon
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Squirrel
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Gray & Fox	- Statewide

*Check the MN DNR website for updates.
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us
or scan the QR code

https://www.facebook.com/p/Garys-Pump-and-Well-Service-Inc-100075954290353/
https://www.ksengines.com/


BROWNSVILLE
WILD CAT SALOON
202 S 3rd St. | Brownsville | (507) 482-6811

CALEDONIA
HOUSTON COUNTY LICENSE CENTER
304 Marshall St. | Caledonia | (507) 725-5803

CHATFIELD
MSX NEXGEN
105 Highway 30 W | Chatfield | (507) 867-4399 

EITZEN
WIEBKE FUR COMPANY
218 Portland Ave. | Eitzen | (507) 495-3276

HOUSTON
COX TRUE VALUE HARDWARE
101 S Grant St. | Houston | (507) 896-3146

HOUSTON BP 
801 Cedar St. E  | Houston | (507) 896-3000

LA CRESCENT
HETH’S HARDWARE HANK & RENTAL 
32 Walnut St. S | La Crescent | (507) 895-2522

SOUTHSIDE CORNER
101 Kistler Dr. | La Crescent | (507) 895-6550

TRI-STATE BAIT & TACKLE
103 Hillview Blvd. | La Crescent | (507) 895-2000

LANESBORO
LANESBORO BP
100 Sheridan St. W | Lanesboro | (507) 467-2656

MABEL
MABEL BP 
305 Hwy. 44 | Mabel | (507) 493-5924

PRESTON
CASEY’S GENERAL STORE (#2993) 
875 Hwy. 52 N | Preston | (507) 765-4562

PRESTON DMV
201 W Fillmore St. | Preston | (507) 765-2281

RUSHFORD
KWIK TRIP (#609)
110 State Rd. 16 | Rushford | (507) 864-4800

PAM’S CORNER CONVENIENCE
105 State Hwy. 16 | Rushford | (507) 864-7949

RUSHFORD HARDWARE
402 South Mill St. | Rushford | (507) 864-2540

SPRING GROVE
MULQUEEN HARDWARE
123 Main St. W | Spring Grove | (507) 498-5422

SPRING VALLEY
S & S BAIT SHOP
104 Main St. W | Spring Valley | (507) 251-4359

ACE HARDWARE SPRING VALLEY
725 Broadway Ave. N | Spring Valley | (507) 346-2863

VALLEY FARM & HOME 
1313 S Section Ave. | Spring Valley | (507) 346-2945

WYKOFF
GOODIES & GAS
104 Front St. E  | Wykoff | (507) 352-2421
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DNR License Centers
You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses, cross-country ski passes and snowmobile trail 

stickers through the Electronic License System. Online: www.dnr.state.mn.us, Toll Free: 
1 (888) 665-4236, Or visit one of the ELS agents available throughout Fillmore & Houston Counties:
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Fishing seasons
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INLAND WATERS
Lake Trout
12/30/23 - 03/31/24
Lakes entirely within the BWCA
Lake Trout
01/13/24 - 03/31/24		
Lakes partially or completely outside the 
BWCA
Bullhead
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Burbot (eelpout)
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Channel Catfish
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Cisco (tullibee), whitefish
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Crappie
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Gar
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Other
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Perch
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Rock Bass
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Smelt
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Sunfish
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
White Bass
03/01/24 - 02/28/25

Flathead Catfish
04/01/24 - 11/30/24
Largemouth Bass
05/11/24 - 02/23/25 
Northeastern Minnesota
Northern Pike
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Sauger
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Smallmouth Bass
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Northeastern Minnesota
Walleye
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Largemouth Bass
05/25/24 - 02/28/25, 
Statewide except the northeast
Smallmouth Bass
05/25/24 - 09/08/24, 
Statewide except the northeast
Sturgeon - catch-and-release
06/16/24 - 04/14/25
Smallmouth Bass - catch-and-release
09/09/24 - 02/23/25, 
Statewide except the northeast

*Contact the MN DNR for specific zone information/dates: 
1 (888) 646-6367
www.dnr.state.mn.us
scan the QR code
(Fishing licenses are effective from March 1 to the last day of Febru-
ary of the following year. A fishing license for the current 2024-25 
license year is effective until Feb. 29, 2025.)

www.LincolnMarketing.us - 23



24 - Fillmore & Houston Counties • Resident Guide www.LincolnMarketing.us - 25



Be Aware of your
Surroundings

Drink lots
of Water!

Bicycle Hand Signals

Bicycle Safety
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ATV Safety

NO TRESPASSING

PRIVATE
PROPERTY

Snowmobile Safety Snowmobile Hand Signals

Please 
respect private 

property and no 
trespassing signs.  Stay on 

trails. Exercise extreme caution 
on all lakes and streams. Obey all 

state and local laws and ordinances. Do 
not operate snowmobiles/ATV’s on county 
roads or state highways.

Know
Your
ATV

Read the owner’s manual
and know your vehicle thoroughly. • Check your vehicle before you ride. • Wear protec-
tive equipment and clothing. • Don’t lend your vehicle to unskilled riders. • Supervise 
young or inexperienced riders. • Never carry a passenger on vehicles meant for one 
rider. • Do not operate under the influence of drugs or alcohol. • Drive at speeds that 
are appropriate to trail conditions. • Stay to the right on trails. • Stay away from thin 
ice, open water and wetlands • Know the weather forecast. • Make sure headlights and 
taillights work properly. • Maintain safe distances between other riders. • Reduce your 
speed when riding at night. • Yield to other motor vehicles and trail users. • Young or 
beginning riders are encouraged to take a safety training course.   	                                    
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 • Always wear a properly fitting bike helmet 
as most serious injuries are to the head. • Be 
sure your handlebars, seat and wheels fit 
snugly. • Keep your bike in good shape by 
checking and oiling your chain, making sure 
your brakes work properly and maintaining 
your tire pressure. • Always ride with both 
hands on the handlebars except when do-
ing turn signals. • When leaving a driveway, 
curb or alleyway always stop and check for 
traffic in both directions. • Cross only at in-
tersections. • Use the crosswalk to walk your 
bike across busy intersections and follow 
the traffic signals. • Never ride against traf-
fic. Travel in the same direction as the cars. • 
Whenever you can, use bike routes and avoid 
busy streets. • Don’t ride near parked cars as 
doors can open and cause accidents. • Obey all 
traffic signs and traffic lights. • When biking 
with friends, ride in a single file. • Always pass 
other bikers or pedestrians on the left and say  
“On your left!” to make your presence known. 
• Always use bicycle hand signals to alert traf-
fic of your changing direction.

• Do not consume alcohol or take drugs prior to or 
during your snowmobile trip. Doing so increases your 
chances of injury or death.• Slow down and don’t cut 
to the inside of the trail corners.  It’s dangerous and il-
legal. • If you snowmobile at night, don’t override your 
lights. • Always use the buddy system. Never ride off 
alone. • Drowning is one of the causes of many snow-
mobile fatalities. Whenever possible, avoid the ice. • 
Wear sensible, protective clothing designed for oper-
ating a snowmobile. • Use a full size helmet, goggles, 
or visor to prevent injuries from twigs, stones, ice 
chips and other debris. • Avoid wearing long scarves. 
They may get caught in moving parts of the snowmo-
bile. • Know the terrain you are going to ride. If un-
familiar to you, ask someone who has traveled over 
it before. • Know the weather forecast, especially the 
ice and snow conditions. • Be sure your snowmobile 
is in top-notch mechanical condition throughout the 
months of use. • Familiarize yourself with the snow-
mobile you are driving. Thoroughly read the manual 
that accompanies the snowmobile. • Do not pursue 
domestic or wild animals. That is not the conduct of a 
sportsman. Report such violations to the nearest law 
enforcement  officer.
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Area Trails
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Snowmobile Trail

Cross-Country Ski Trail

ATV Trail

Bicycle Trail/Route

Hiking Trail

Disc Golf Locator

In-Line Skating

Fillmore County
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Make a convenient measuring tool out of a long handled 
garden tool by laying it on the ground next to a tape measure. 
Use a permanent marker to copy the inches and feet. Next time 
you are spacing plants you already have a dual-purpose measur-
ing tool in your hand! 

Write the names of your plants (With a permanent marker) on 
the flat parts of stones of any size and lay them in front of your 
plants for natural looking markers.

The next time you boil or steam vegetables, use the leftover 
water to water potted patio plants, and you’ll be suprised at how 
the plants grow with “vege-soup.”

You can use leftover tea and coffee grounds to help acidify the 
soil of acid-loving plants like azaleas, rhododendrons, camellias, 
gardenias and blueberries. A light sprinkle of about 1/4 of an 
inch applied once a month will help keep the pH of the soil on 
the acidic side.

You can use chamomile tea to control damping-off fungus, which 
often attacks young seedlings quite suddenly. Just add some tea to 
the soil around the soil of seedlings once a week for healthy plant.

Here is a really quick way to dry out your herbs: Just lay a sheet 
of newspaper on the seat of your car, arrange the herbs in a single 
layer, then roll up the windows and shut the car doors. Your herbs 
will be dry in no time!

Use your blender to grind up egg shells. Just like a mother bird 
chews up worms for the baby birds making the food easier to digest, 
grinding eggshells makes it easy for your garden to absorb the 
calcium egg shells retain.

Animals (cats especially) seem to think all of the hard work 
you’ve put into your garden looks like a huge litter box. To keep 
them from pooping on your basil and other plants, strategically 
place a few plastic forks around your plants to deter them from 
destroying your fresh herbs, fruits, and vegetables.

Don’t like all the dirt in your fingernails while you work in the 
garden? Before you go out, run your fingernails across a bar of 

soap and you’ll effectively seal the undersides of your nails so 
dirt cannot accumulate.  Then, after you are all done gardening, 
use a toothpick or nailbrush to remove the soap and your nails 
will be sparkling clean.

Spray vegetable oil on your string trimmer to help prevent 
jamming or breaking (Treat before installing string in trimmer).
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Patience and Forgiveness: Pets, especially young ones, can be mischievous or have accidents. Be patient with 
them during the training process and forgive any mistakes they make along the way.

Emergency Preparedness: Have a plan in place for emergencies, including natural disasters. Know how to 
evacuate with your pet safely if needed.

If you have just rescued / adopted a new fur baby, please it is important to remember the 3-3-3 RULE:

3 Days: 
In the first 3 days being in its new home, they will be feeling overwhelmed, scared & unsure of what is going 
on. They may also be uncomfortable being “themselves”, and may not want to eat or drink. They may want to 
“shut down” or hide under a bed or in a crate, and they will test boundaries.

3 Weeks:
At this point, they may be a lot more comfortable & settling in. Learning a new routine can be overwhelming, 
so please be patient. By now they may have figured out the new environment & accepted that this may be their 
FURever home. Their personality traits will start to show, as well as any behavior issue that may be present.

3 Months: 
For most fur babies, 3 months is enough time to finally be comfortable and begin to build trust and a true bond. 
A sense of security may be present & a set routine will help this process. 

Please know that this is not the rule with every rescued or adopted pet, as some may need 6 months to a year to 
adjust & adapt, depending on MANY factors. Age of animal, what type of an environment did they come from? 

BEAVER CREEK VALLEY STATE PARK
15954 Co. Rd. 1 | Caledonia | (507) 724-2107

FORESTVILLE/MYSTERY CAVE STATE PARK
21071 Co. Rd. 118 | Preston | (507) 352-5111

HARMONY-PRESTON 
VALLEY STATE TRAIL
301 Filmore St. E | Preston | 
(507) 765-2153

KARST BREWING
315 1st St. | Fountain | 
(612) 747-6367

ROOT RIVER STATE TRAIL
Lanesboro | 
(507) 467-2696

PARKS
(DOG FRIENDLY)

Commitment and Time: Owning a pet is a long-term commitment. Before bringing a pet home, consider 
your lifestyle and ensure you have enough time to spend with your pet. Dogs, cats, and many other animals 
require attention, exercise, and mental stimulation.

Choose the Right Pet for Your Lifestyle: Different pets have varying needs, temperaments, and activity 
levels. Research and select a pet that fits well with your lifestyle, living situation, and family dynamics. Whether 
you choose a dog, cat, bird, fish, or any other animal, make sure you can provide for its specific needs.

Proper Nutrition: Feed your pet a balanced and nutritious diet suitable for their species and age. Consult with 
a veterinarian to determine the best food options for your pet’s health and well-being.

Regular Exercise: Most pets need regular physical activity to stay healthy and happy. Engage in playtime and 
exercise with your pet daily, as it helps prevent obesity and provides mental stimulation.

Routine Veterinary Care: Schedule regular check-ups with a veterinarian to monitor your pet’s health, get 
necessary vaccinations, and address any concerns. Early detection of health issues can often lead to better 
outcomes.

Spaying/Neutering: Consider spaying or neutering your pet if you don’t plan on breeding. This helps control 
the pet population and can have health benefits for your pet.

Training and Socialization: Properly train your pet to follow basic commands and have good manners. 
Socialize them with other animals and people from a young age to prevent behavioral issues later on.

Provide a Safe Environment: Ensure that your home and yard are safe for your pet. Remove hazards, keep 
toxic substances out of reach, and provide appropriate shelter from extreme weather conditions.

Grooming: Regular grooming is essential for most pets. Brush their fur, trim nails, and clean their ears as 
needed to keep them comfortable and healthy.

Identification and Microchipping: Keep identification tags with your current contact information on your 
pet’s collar. Consider microchipping your pet as an extra measure to ensure they can be identified if lost.

Love and Attention: Pets thrive on love and attention 
from their owners. Spend quality time with your pet, 
provide affection, and build a strong bond.

Respect and Understanding: Learn to understand your 
pet’s body language and behavior. Respect their boundar-
ies and feelings, and avoid forcing them into uncomfortable 
situations.

So, You have decided to get a pet... NOW WHAT??
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