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JANUARY
►St. Paul Winter Carnival (Jan-Feb)
►Annual Meeting & Award Banquet | 
Hastings
►Hastings Ice Sculpture Celebration
►South Valley Park Free Fun Day | 
Inver Grove Heights
►The Big Chill | Hastings
►Trails by Candlelight | West St. Paul
►Frosty Festival | Eagan
►Frozen Fun Fest | Mendota Heights
►Flannel Fest | South St. Paul

FEBRUARY
►Mid-Winter Fest | Apple Valley
►Omnifest (Feb-April) | St. Paul
►Princess Dance | Inver Grove 
Heights
►Trails by Candlelight | Hastings
►Polar Fest | Burnsville
 
MARCH
►Bedrace for Bridging | Burnsville
►Hastings Tastings
►Craft Fair | Inver Grove Heights
►Landscape & Home Expo | Lakev-
ille
►Home & Landscape Show | St. Paul
►Randolph Railroad Days
►St. Patrick’s Day Celebration | Inver 
Grove Heights

APRIL
►Home & Garden Expo | Apple Val-
ley
►Easter Egg Hunt | Inver Grove 
Heights
►Learn to Skate Spring Ice Show | 
Inver Grove Heights
►Spring Egg Hunt | Rosemount

APRIL (CONTD)
►Giant Egg Hunt | South St. Paul
►Easter Egg Hunt | West St. Paul
►Earth Week Park Clean Up | Eagan
►Egg-Cellent Spring Adventure | 
Burnsville
►Arbor Day Celebration & Tree Give-
away | Rosemount
►Spring Expo at The Moose Lodge 
1088 | Inver Grove Heights

MAY
►City Wide Garage Sales | Hastings, 
Lakeville, Rosemount
►Holz Farm Spring Festival | Eagan
►Historic Hastings Car Show (3rd 
Sun. May-Oct)
►Flint Hills Family Festival (May-
June) | St. Paul
►Cinco de Mayo | West St. Paul
►Big Rig Ralley | Eagan
►Arts & Craft Fair | Farmington
►Cruise Nights @ A&W (May-Sept, 
Thursdays)  | Inver Grove Heights
►Downtown Lakeville Art Crawl
►Touch-A-Truck | Mendota Heights
►Spring Clean Up | Rosemount
►Memorial Day Event | Rosemount

JUNE
►Eagan Art Festival
►Summer Solstice Party | Eagan, 
West St. Paul
►Farmington Dew Days
►Grand Old Day | St. Paul
►Kaposia Days | South St. Paul
►City-wide Garage Sale  | South St. 
Paul
►ArtBlast | Rosemount
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JUNE (CONTD)
►Back to the 50’s Car Show | St. 
Paul
►GrillFest | St. Paul
►Explore West St. Paul Days & 
Parade
►Car Show & Swap Meet | St. Paul
►Take a Kid Fishing Day | West St. 
Paul
►Music in the Park (June-Aug) | 
Farmington
►Freedom Days | Apple Valley
►Mayo Fest | Burnsville
►City of Burnsville Pride
►Lake Fest | Eagan
►Hastings Pride Festival
►National Trail’s Day Scavenger 
Hunt | Inver Grove Heights
►Lakeville Farmers Market (June-
Oct)

JULY
►Freedom Days | Apple Valley
►International Festival of Burnsville
►4th of July Fun Fest | Eagan
►Rivertown Days Arts & Crafts Fair | 
Hastings
►Little Log House Antique Power 
Show | Hastings
►Lakeville Pan-O-Prog
►Mendota Days Festival
►Rosemount Leprechaun Days 
►Taste of Northfield
►Vintage Band Music Festival | 
Northfield
►Lions Beer, Brats and Bingo | 
Lakeville
►Summer Food Fest | Inver Grove 
Heights
►Lions Fly-In Breakfast | Lakeville

JULY (CONTD)
►Cliff Timm Memorial Fishing Derby | 
Mendota Heights

AUGUST
►Night to Unite Picnic | Apple Valley
►Dakota County Fair | Farmington
►Summer Spectacular & Car Show | 
Farmington
►Food Truck Festival | Eagan
►Taste of Lakeville
►Alleyway Art Fair | Burnsville
►Bow Wow-A-Rama | Eagan

SEPTEMBER
►Burnsville Fire Muster
►National Public Lands Day | Eagan
►Septemberfest | Eagan
►Raptor Release | Hastings
►Inver Grove Heights Days
►Lakeville Art Festival
►Defeat of Jesse James Days | 
Northfield
►Citywide Garage sale | Inver Grove 
Heights
►Blossom Fest | Hastings
►Oktoberfest | Hastings
►Mainstreet Market Fall Festival | 
Hastings
►RosemountFall Craft & Gift Show
►Outdoor Swap Meet | West St. Paul
►Fall Clean Up Days | Apple Valley
►Fall Food Truck Fest | Apple Valley
►Main Street Market Fall Fest | Hast-
ings
►Veterans Memorial Community 
Center Craft & Show | Inver Grove 
Heights



Local Area Events
OCTOBER
►St. Croix Valley Apple Fest | Hast-
ings
►On the Road Again | South St. Paul
►Downtown Hastings Halloween 
►Candy Crawl
►Historic Hastings Car Show
►Trunk or Treat | Apple Valley
►Sever’s Fall Festival | Burnsville
►Halloween Trail Walk | Eagan
►Trunk or Treat | Hastings
►Nowhere Haunted House | Inver 
Grove Heights
►Oktoberfest | Inver Grove Heights
►Let’s Pawty Halloween Dog Event | 
Inver Grove Heights
►Barktober | Mendota Heights
►Trick-or-Teeing | Mendota Heights

NOVEMBER
►Winter Lighting Ceremony | Burns-
ville
►Gobble Gait | Hastings
►Festival of Season’s Boutique | 
West St. Paul
►Opt Outside | Eagan
►Tree Lighting | Apple Valley
►Holiday Hoopla & Small Business 
Saturday | Hastings
►Veterans Day Ceremony | Inver 
Grove Heights
►Bundles of Love Fall & Holiday 
Craft Fair | Burnsville
►Island Bacon Fest | Hastings
►Annual Fire & Ice Gala | Hastings

DECEMBER
►Christmas in the Village | Farming-
ton
►Holidays on Main | Lakeville
►New Year’s Eve Party | Eagan
►Skate with Santa | Inver Grove 
Heights
►Holiday Craft & Gift Show | Eagan
►Hmong Arts & Crafts Fair | Eagan
►Light up the Heights | Inver Grove 
Heights
►Santa Secret Store | Lakeville
►New Year’s Eve Noon Dance Party 
| Eagan
►Old Fashioned Holiday | Eagan
►Indoor Market at the Community 
Tree Lighting | Eagan
►Lighted Holiday Parade | Farming-
ton
►Soldiers 6 christmas festival | Inver 
Grove Heights
►Breakfast with Santa | Inver Grove 
Heights
►Skate with Santa | Inver Grove 
Heights
►Annual Winter Walk | Northfield

*Events are subject to change.
*For more information on events 
throughout
Dakota County, visit http://www.
exploreminnesota.com
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Residential Services
Assessor ................................................................................................................(651) 438-4200
Board of Commissioners ........................................................................................(651) 438-4418
Communications ...................................................................................................(651) 438-8179
Community Services .............................................................................................(651) 554-5742
Court Administration ............................................................................................(651) 377-7180
County Attorney ....................................................................................................(651) 438-4438
Historical Society ...................................................................................................(651) 552-7548
Sheriff ...................................................................................................................(651) 438-4700
Emergency ...........................................................................................................................911
Emergency Management ......................................................................................(651) 438-4322
Employment & Economic Assistance .....................................................................(651) 554-5611
U of M Extension Office .........................................................................................(651) 480-7700
Financial Services ..................................................................................................(651) 438-4585
Information Technology ........................................................................................(651) 438-4270
Law Library ...........................................................................................................(651) 438-8080
Medical Examiner .................................................................................................(651) 215-6300 
Performance & Analysis ........................................................................................(651) 438-4579 
Parks .....................................................................................................................(952) 891-7000
Property Taxes & Records ......................................................................................(651) 438-4576
Public Health .........................................................................................................(651) 554-6100
Risk Management/Homeland Security ..................................................................(651) 438-4532
License Bureau ......................................................................................................(651) 480-1234 
Social Services .......................................................................................................(952) 891-7400
Surveying .............................................................................................................(952) 891-7087
Veteran Services ....................................................................................................(651) 554-5601
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Dakota County History

APPLE VALLEY - pop. 55,638
BURNSVILLE - pop. 63,943
COATES - pop. 142
EAGAN - pop. 68,642
FARMINGTON - pop. 23,534 
HAMPTON - pop. 736
HASTINGS (COUNTY SEAT) - pop. 
21,925

INVER GROVE HEIGHTS - pop. 
35,541
LAKEVILLE - pop. 72,812
LILYDALE - pop. 800
MENDOTA - pop. 183
MENDOTA HEIGHTS - pop. 11,665
MIESVILLE - pop. 134
NEW TRIER - pop. 83

NORTHFIELD - pop. 20,709 
RANDOLPH - pop. 464
ROSEMOUNT - pop. 26,642
SOUTH ST. PAUL - pop. 20,536
SUNFISH LAKE - pop. 523
VERMILLION - pop. 439
WEST ST. PAUL - pop. 20,822
*Populations are approximate.

Cradled and influenced by three major rivers, the Minnesota and Mississippi to the north 
and St. Croix to the east, Dakota County spans roughly 600 square miles. Before settlement 
by Europeans, oak prairie savannahs dominated the landscape and were home to the Dakota 
tribe of American Indians until 1689. Then, without tribal consent, a fur trader by the name of 
Nicholas Perrot claimed ownership of the Dakota, Ojibwe and other American Indian land for 
France. Through the Louisiana Purchase in 1805, the United States appropriated land west of 
the Mississippi from France. Dakota County was created by the Minnesota Territory legislature 
in 1849, along with 8 other counties. Dakota County’s initial boundary spanned from Hastings 
to several hundred miles west to the Missouri River. In 1853 Kaposia was home to the county 
seat. A year later Mendota, the first European settlement in Minnesota made possible by the 
founding of Fort Snelling, held the county seat until 1857. It was then relocated to Hastings 
where it now remains. Today Dakota County is home to approximately 439,882 residents.
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Dakota County Communities

APPLE VALLEY
First known as Lebanon Township, Apple Valley was settled by immigrants from the east coast. 
The first town meeting was held on May 11, 1858 in a home near the area that is now West-
view Elementary School. Lebanon Township remained much the same for its first century and 
was renamed Apple Valley due to its resemblance to Apple Valley, California. Today Apple Val-
ley is home to approximately 55,638 residents. 

BURNSVILLE
The rich soil and considerable amount of land of present day Burnsville attracted farmers and 
Irish immigrants for settlement. William Byrne joined the settlement once known as Byrnes-
ville Township in 1855 and due to his large donation of land for a church, school and cemetery 
it is assumed that Burnsville is named in Byrne’s honor. Burnsville did not become a city until 
1965 when it began to grow. In 1977 Burnsville Center opened its doors, attracting many new 
residents. Today Burnsville is home to approximately 63,943 residents.

COATES
The first post office in the Coates area was established in 1904 and the community was named 
in honor of Civil War Captain Henry C. Coates. In 1953 Coates was incorporated and the com-
munity has continued to prosper. Today Coates is home to approximately 142 residents.

EAGAN
Eagan was initially home to the Sioux Indians and French fur traders until the development of 
Fort Snelling in 1824. Eagan was initially part of Mendota Township until 1860 when it was 
renamed Eagan Township after Patrick Eagan, one of Eagan’s first chairmen. Known for a time 
as the “Onion Capital of the United States,” this area slowly evolved from a farming community 
to a bustling suburb and Eagan was officially incorporated as a city in 1974. Today Eagan is 
home to approximately 68,642 residents.

FARMINGTON
Farmington, originally named Dakota City, is one of the oldest communities in Dakota Coun-
ty. It was founded between the railroads and the Vermillion River as this region was widely 
known for its fertile soil. In 1865 the establishment of a business district along with schools 
and churches fulfilled the growing needs of the community. Battling Hastings for the county 
seat, Farmington was initially rejected incorporation from the State of Minnesota until 1872. 
Today Farmington is home to approximately 23,534 residents.
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HAMPTON
Hampton was founded in 1858 and named by Nathaniel Martin in honor of his hometown of 
Hampton, Connecticut. A post office was established and the expansion of the railroad allowed 
for growth. In 1896 Hampton was incorporated and the area continued to thrive. Today Hamp-
ton is home to approximately 736 residents.
 
HASTINGS (COUNTY SEAT)
Hastings was once known as Oliver’s Grove, after Lieutenant W. G. Oliver carved his name on a 
grove of trees while camping in 1819. The community was founded by four veteran fur traders 
Alexis and Henry Bailly,  Alexander Faribault, and Henry Hastings Sibley and the name Hast-
ings was drawn out of a hat upon settlement. Hastings was selected as the county seat in 1857 
and the area continued to thrive. Today Hastings is home to approximately 21,925 residents.

INVER GROVE HEIGHTS
Inver Grove Heights was founded in 1858 and the first post office in the Inver Grove Heights 
area started in 1886. The community was named by John McGroarty in honor of the place in 
Ireland from which many settlers arrived. Railroad development prompted growth and Inver 
Grove Heights was incorporated in 1965. Today Inver Grove Heights is home to approximately 
35,541 residents.

LAKEVILLE
Founded in 1855 due to its prime location between St. Paul and St. Peter, Lakeville was named 
after Prairie Lake. Irish, Scottish, English and Scandinavian immigrants were among the early 
settlers in this territory. For many years the leading industries in Lakeville included farms, 
flour mills and a creamery. In 1910 Lakeville was home to one of the most famous Midwestern 
amusement parks, Antlers Amusement Park. Today Lakeville is home to approximately 72,812 
residents.

LILYDALE
Named for the blooming lilies of Pickerel Lake, Lilydale was platted in 1886. The community 
was incorporated in 1901 and reincorporated in 1951. Its location along the east bank of the 
Mississippi River allowed for numerous floods until the community was relocated to higher 
bluffs. Today Lilydale is home to approximately 800 residents.

Dakota County Communities
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MENDOTA
Mendota, one of the oldest communities in Minnesota, began as a trading post in 1812. Its 
name was derived from the Dakota word for “where the waters meet” or “mouth of the river.” 
In 1840 St. Peter’s Church was completed which is now the oldest active church in Minnesota. 
Mendota continued to develop and was selected as the county seat in 1854 until it was moved 
to Hastings. Today Mendota is home to approximately 183 residents.

MENDOTA HEIGHTS
Mendota Heights began as Mendota Township and the community began to develop with the 
use of ferries across the Minnesota River and the establishment of a trading post in 1825. In 
1853 the area continued to grow and in 1926 the Mendota Bridge was completed which was 
the longest poured concrete bridge in the world at the time. In 1956 Mendota Heights was in-
corporated and the area continued to thrive. Today Mendota Heights is home to approximately 
11,665 residents.

MIESVILLE
Miesville was founded in 1874 by John Mies, for which the community was named. The first 
post office was established in 1884 and Miesville was incorporated in 1951. The area now 
houses the newest county park in Dakota County, the Miesville Ravine Park Reserve. Today 
Miesville is home to approximately 134 residents.

NEW TRIER
Settled in 1856, New Trier was named after Trier, Germany, from where many settlers origi-
nated. The first post office was established in 1867 and New Trier was incorporated in 1874. 
Today New Trier is home to approximately 83 residents.

NORTHFIELD
Attracted to the fertile soil and water power of the Cannon River, John Wesley North arrived to  
the Northfield area in 1855. Mills and a bridge were built, and the community began to grow, 
spanning both Dakota and Rice Counties. In 1876, the Jesse James Gang arrived to rob the First 
National Bank of Northfield, but locals refused and the Jesse James Gang was defeated. As a 
result, Northfield celebrates the annual Jesse James Days in honor of its courageous residents. 
In 1919, the Malt-O-Meal Company was established,  providing breakfast foods across the 
country. Today Northfield is home to approximately 20,709 residents.
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Dakota County Communities

RANDOLPH
First known as Richmond, Randolph was established in 1858. The community was renamed 
by D.B. Hulburt in honor of John Randolph of Roanoke, a Virginia statesman. Construction of 
rail lines prompted growth and the first post office was established in 1886. Today Randolph is 
home to approximately 464 residents.

ROSEMOUNT
Originally inhabited by the Sioux Tribe, the land was then settled by Irish and Scottish im-
migrants and the name Rosemount was chosen after a city in Ireland. After a dispute with the 
Minnesota Central Railroad, Rosemount was relocated a half mile to utilize the trains. Today 
Rosemount is home to approximately 26,642 residents.

SOUTH ST. PAUL
In 1887 South St. Paul was established from parts of West St. Paul and its first post office was 
founded the following year. Railroad expansion promoted dramatic growth and Alpheus Stick-
ney, a local railroad developer, founded the St. Paul Union Stockyards Company. The organiza-
tion of the stockyards allowed South St. Paul to grow from a quaint farming community to the 
bustling city it is now. Today South St. Paul is home to approximately 20,536 residents.

SUNFISH LAKE
Sunfish Lake, for which the community is named, was originally known as Lake Thereau and 
renamed for the fish species inhabiting its waters. The area began to progress with railroad 
construction and the community was incorporated in 1958. Today Sunfish Lake is home to 
approximately 523 residents.

VERMILLION
Vermillion was organized in 1858 and its name was derived from the Dakota word for “reddish-
brown pigment.” The community was incorporated in 1881 and the fertile soil of the riverbanks 
attracted settlers. Today Vermillion is home to approximately 439 residents.

WEST ST. PAUL
Named for its location along the Mississippi River, West St. Paul was founded from parts of 
South St. Paul and St. Paul. The first post office was established in 1857 and early industry was 
led by  wheat farming. Churches, schools and businesses were constructed to meet the needs 
of its residents and the area began to develop. Today West St. Paul is home to approximately 
20,822 residents.
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https://confluencehotel.com/


Commitment and Time: Owning a pet is a long-term commitment. Before bringing a pet home, consider 
your lifestyle and ensure you have enough time to spend with your pet. Dogs, cats, and many other animals 
require attention, exercise, and mental stimulation.

Choose the Right Pet for Your Lifestyle: Different pets have varying needs, temperaments, and activity 
levels. Research and select a pet that fits well with your lifestyle, living situation, and family dynamics. Whether 
you choose a dog, cat, bird, fish, or any other animal, make sure you can provide for its specific needs.

Proper Nutrition: Feed your pet a balanced and nutritious diet suitable for their species and age. Consult with 
a veterinarian to determine the best food options for your pet’s health and well-being.

Regular Exercise: Most pets need regular physical activity to stay healthy and happy. Engage in playtime and 
exercise with your pet daily, as it helps prevent obesity and provides mental stimulation.

Routine Veterinary Care: Schedule regular check-ups with a veterinarian to monitor your pet’s health, get 
necessary vaccinations, and address any concerns. Early detection of health issues can often lead to better 
outcomes.

Spaying/Neutering: Consider spaying or neutering your pet if you don’t plan on breeding. This helps control 
the pet population and can have health benefits for your pet.

Training and Socialization: Properly train your pet to follow basic commands and have good manners. 
Socialize them with other animals and people from a young age to prevent behavioral issues later on.

Provide a Safe Environment: Ensure that your home and yard are safe for your pet. Remove hazards, keep 
toxic substances out of reach, and provide appropriate shelter from extreme weather conditions.

Grooming: Regular grooming is essential for most pets. Brush their fur, trim nails, and clean their ears as 
needed to keep them comfortable and healthy.

Identification and Microchipping: Keep identification tags with your current contact information on your 
pet’s collar. Consider microchipping your pet as an extra measure to ensure they can be identified if lost.

Love and Attention: Pets thrive on love and attention 
from their owners. Spend quality time with your pet, 
provide affection, and build a strong bond.

Respect and Understanding: Learn to understand your 
pet’s body language and behavior. Respect their boundaries 
and feelings, and avoid forcing them into uncomfortable 
situations.

So, You have decided to get a pet... NOW WHAT??
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Patience and Forgiveness: Pets, especially young ones, can be mischievous or have accidents. Be patient with 
them during the training process and forgive any mistakes they make along the way.

Emergency Preparedness: Have a plan in place for emergencies, including natural disasters. Know how to 
evacuate with your pet safely if needed.

If you have just rescued / adopted a new fur baby, please 
it is important to remember the 3-3-3 RULE:

3 Days: 
In the first 3 days being in its new home, they will be feeling overwhelmed, scared & unsure of what is going 
on. They may also be uncomfortable being “themselves”, and may not want to eat or drink. They may want to 
“shut down” or hide under a bed or in a crate, and they will test boundaries.

3 Weeks:
At this point, they may be a lot more comfortable & settling in. Learning a new routine can be overwhelming, 
so please be patient. By now they may have figured out the new environment & accepted that this may be their 
FURever home. Their personality traits will start to show, as well as any behavior issue that may be present.

3 Months: 
For most fur babies, 3 months is enough time to finally be comfortable and begin to build trust and a true bond. 
A sense of security may be present & a set routine will help this process. 

Please know that this is not the rule with every rescued or adopted pet, as some may need 6 months to a year to 
adjust & adapt, depending on MANY factors. Age of animal, what type of an environment did they come from? 

ANYTIME PUPPY PLAYGROUND
6950 146th St. W  | Apple Valley | (952) 236-0609

ALIMAGNET DOG PARK
1200 Alimagnet Pkwy #2 | Burnsville | (952) 895-4500

BLACK DOG PARK
10945 Territorial Dr. | Burnsville | (952) 895-4500

CITY OF NORTHFIELD DOG PARK
960 MN-3 S | Northfield | (507) 645-8935

DAKOTA WOODS  DOG  PARK
16470 Blaine Ave. | Rosemount | (952) 891-7000

DOG PARK AT THRESHER FIELDS PARK
3204 Borchert Ln. | Eagan | (651) 675-5500

KAPOSIA LANDING DOG PARK
800 Bryant Ave. | South St. Paul | (651) 366-6200

RITTER FARM DOG PARK
19300 Ritter Pkwy Trl. | Lakeville | (952) 985-4400

RIVERTOWN DOG PARK
851 10th St. E | Hastings | (651) 480-6175

DOG PARKS
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LAKE BYLLESBY REGIONAL PARK
8150 295th St. E | Cannon Falls 
Located in the Cannon River Valley, Lake 
Byllesby Regional Park features hiking, 
dogsledding and skiing trails, a boat launch, 
swimming beach with bath house, picnic 
areas, playground equipment, horseshoe pits 
and a campground. Campground rental rates 
are $8 per site reservation (Non-refundable); 
Pull-through water/electric: $34 (plus tax);
Back in water/electric: $32 (plus tax) per 
night; Electric only: $31 (plus tax) per night;
Firewood: $7.50 per bundle; Dump station: 
$12 (plus tax) for non-guests only. For 

reservations at the 
campground, call 

(952) 891-7000 .

LEBANON HILLS REGIONAL PARK
860 Cliff Rd. | Eagan 
Located on nearly 2,000 acres near Jensen 
and Holland Lakes, the Lebanon Hills 
Regional Park features hiking, skiing, biking 
and horseback riding trails, snowshoe and 
ski rentals, kicksled rentals, canoe and 
kayak rentals, picnic shelters, visitor center, 
playground equipment and a campground. 
Snowshoe rental rates are $7 per hour for 
adults; $5 per hour for children. Kicksled 
rental rates are $5 per hour. Daily cross 
country ski passes are $6; season ski passes 
are $25. Canoe and kayak rental rates 
including paddles and life jackets are $10 
per hour; premium portaging canoes $30 
per half day (4 hours or less), $50 full day 
(more than 4 hours). Stand up paddleboards 
(includes paddle and life jacket): $15 per 
hour. Campground rental rates are $8 per site 
reservation (Non-refundable); Pull-through 
sites $42 (plus tax)  per night (no tents); Full 
hook-up-water/electric/sewer: $40 (plus 
tax) per night (no tents); Electric only: $31 
(plus tax) per night (24-foot maximum, one 
camper and one tent or two tents); No-hook 
up tent site: $24 (plus tax) per night (24-foot 
maximum, one camper and one tent or 
two tents); Firewood: $7.50 (tax included) 
per bundle; Dump station: $12 (plus tax) 
for non-guests only. For reservations at the 
campground, call (651) 554-6530.   

 

Parks & Recreation
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MIESVILLE RAVINE PARK RESERVE
27970 Orlando Trail | Cannon Falls
Located on over 1,600 acres near Miesville, 
the Miesville Ravine Park Reserve features 
hiking and snowshoeing trails and picnic 
areas. For more information on current rates 
for reserving the picnic shelters, call
(952) 891-7000.

SPRING LAKE PARK RESERVE
8395 127th St. E | Hastings 
Located near the Mississippi River, the Spring 
Lake Park Reserve features hiking, skiing 
and biking trails, picnic shelters, gathering 
center, playground equipment, community 
gardens and archery trail. Pass rates for 
the archery trail are $6 per day; $37.49 for 
individual season pass; and free for children 
ages 17 and under.
(952) 891-7000.

THOMPSON COUNTY PARK
360 Butler Ave. E | West St. Paul
Located on 57 acres in West St. Paul, 
Thompson County Park features hiking 
and skiing trails, playground equipment, a 
fishing pier, horseshoe pits, picnic areas and 
the Dakota Lodge. For more information on 
current rates for reserving the picnic shelter 
or Dakota Lodge, call (952) 891-7000.

*For more information on Dakota County 
Parks, visit: www.co.dakota.mn.us 
or call the Dakota County Parks Office: 
(952) 891-7000.
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https://hastingscountryinn.net/
https://mhgas.com/
https://jerseysbar.com/


Hunting SeasonsHunting SeasonsHunting Seasons
For general information on firearm safety training call: 1 (888) 646-6367 or (651) 296-6157.

Contact the MN DNR for specific zone areas/dates:
Online: www.dnr.state.mn.us, Toll Free: 1 (888) 665-4236.

You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses by phone: 1 (888) 665-4236.

HUNTING
Bear
08/16/24	 Baiting start date - Permit areas & 
no-quota area
09/1/24 - 10/13/24 Permit areas & 
no-quota area

Deer
09/14/24 - 12/31/24 Archery - Statewide
10/17/24 - 10/20/24 Early Antlerless	
10/17/24 - 10/20/24	Youth - Statewide
11/9/24 - 11/24/24 Firearm (Season A) 100 
Series permit areas
11/9/24 - 11/17/24 Firearm (Season A) 200 & 
300 Series permit areas
11/23/24 - 12/1/24 Firearm (Season B) 300 
Series permit areas
11/30/24 - 12/15/24 Muzzleloader - Statewide

Badger
10/19/24 - 03/16/25 North furbearer zone
10/26/24 - 03/16/25 South furbearer zone

Bobcat
12/14/24 - 01/19/25 
North of I-94 & U.S. Highway 10

18 - Dakota County • Resident Guide

Fox, Gray & Red
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Opossum
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Rabbit
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Jack - Statewide
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Cottontail & Snowshoe 
Hare - Statewide

Raccoon
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Squirrel, Gray & Fox
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Gray & Fox	- Statewide

Grouse
09/14/24 - 01/1/25 Ruffed & Spruce - Statewide
09/21/24 - 12/4/24 Sharp-Tailed - 
Northwest zone

Pheasant
10/12/24 - 01/1/25 Ring-Necked - Statewide

Wild Turkey
04/17/24 - 05/31/24	Spring - Youth - Statewide
04/17/24 - 05/31/24	 Spring - Archery - Statewide
04/17/24 - 04/23/24	 Spring - A season - Statewide
04/24/24 - 04/30/24	 Spring - B season - Statewide
05/1/24 - 05/7/24   Spring - C season - Statewide
05/8/24 - 05/14/24   Spring - D season - Statewide
05/15/24 - 05/21/24	 Spring - E season - Statewide
05/22/24 - 05/31/24	 Spring - F season - Statewide
09/28/24 - 10/27/24	Fall - Statewide

TRAPPING
Badger
10/19/24 - 03/16/25 North furbearer zone
10/26/24 - 03/16/25 South furbearer zone

Bobcat
12/14/24 - 01/19/25 North of I-94 & U.S. 
Highway 10

Fox
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 Gray & Red - North 
furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 Gray & Red - South 
furbearer zone

Opossum
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Rabbit
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Jack - Statewide
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Cottontail & Snowshoe 
Hare - Statewide

Raccoon
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Squirrel
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Gray & Fox	- Statewide

*Check the MN DNR website 
for updates.
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us
or scan the QR code
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You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses, cross-country ski passes and snowmobile trail stickers
through the Electronic License System. Online www.dnr.state.mn.us, Toll Free: 1 (888) 646-6367

Or visit one of the ELS agents available throughout the area:
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APPLE VALLEY
HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #316
5980 149th St. | Apple Valley | (952) 891-5090

WALMART SUPERCENTER #2642
7835 W 150th St. | Apple Valley | (952) 431-9700

BURNSVILLE
DAKOTA COUNTY LICENSE CENTER
1101 W Co. Rd. 42 | Burnsville | (952) 891-7850

HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #213
14150 Irving Ave. S | Burnsville | (612) 892-1050

HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #410
900 W Burnsville Pkwy. | Burnsville | 
(952) 890-0441

HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #412
12290 Nicollet Ave. | Burnsville | (952) 736-8231

EAGAN
HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #68

1065 Diffley Rd. | Eagan | 
(952) 452-1194 

HOLIDAY STA-
TIONSTORE 

#232
4595 
Nichols Rd. 
| Eagan | 
(651) 454-

0267

HOLIDAY 
STATIONSTORE 

#247
3615 Pilot Knob Rd. | 

Eagan | (651) 683-9936

EAGAN (Contd.)
HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #318
3044 Holiday Ln. | Eagan | (651) 365-0275

NEW MART
1969 Silver Bell Rd. | Eagan | (651) 452-6413

PELLICCI ACE HARDWARE OF EAGAN
1565 Cliff Rd. | Eagan | (651) 454-2366

WALMART #1786
1360 Town Centre Dr. | Eagan | (651) 686-7428

FARMINGTON
PELLICCI HARDWARE
3560 213th St. W | Farmington | (651) 463-4777

HASTINGS
FLEET FARM
875 General Sieben Dr. | Hastings | 
(651) 438-0321

HASTINGS HOLIDAY #3563 
1500 Vermillion St. | Hastings | (651) 480-1575

HOLIDAY STATIONSTORES #484
12370 Pt Douglas Rd. | Hastings | (651) 437-3411

HOMETOWN ACE HARDWARE 
1355 S Frontage Rd. #100 | Hastings |
(651) 346-1664

M & H GAS STATION
1402 Vermillion St. | Hastings | (651) 438-1126

WALMART SUPERCENTER #1472
1752 N Frontage Rd. | Hastings | (651) 438-2400

INVER GROVE HEIGHTS
ACE HARDWARE #693
3098 65th St. E | Inver Grove Heights | 
(651) 455-2228 

INVER GROVE DEPUTY REGISTRAR #161
9049 Broderick Blvd. | Inver Grove Heights |
(651) 453-1619

HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #3537
9087 Broderick Blvd. | Inver Grove Heights |
(651) 458-9090

WALMART #5089
9165 Cahill Ave. | Inver Grove Heights | 
(651) 451-3975

LAKEVILLE
DAKOTA COUNTY LICENSE CENTER
20085 Heritage Dr. | Lakeville | (952) 891-7878

FLEET FARM
17070 Kenrick Ave. | Lakeville | (952) 435-3832

HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #3821
17280 Kenyon Ave. | Lakeville | (952) 898-7800

HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #3584
16255 Ipava Ave. | Lakeville | (952) 898-2771

WALMART SUPERCENTER #5992 
20710 Keokuk Ave. | Lakeville | (952) 469-5854

RANDOLPH
WOODY’S PUMP-N-MUNCH, INC.
29195 Randolph Blvd. | Randolph | 
(507) 263-9114

ROSEMOUNT
HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #222
15066 Chippendale Ave. | Rosemount | 
(651) 423-3155

HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #333
7287 161st St. W | Rosemount  | (952) 322-3105

PELLICCI ACE HARDWARE
14635 S Robert Tr. | Rosemount  | (651) 344-7377

ROBERT TRAIL LIBRARY LICENSE CENTER
14395 S Robert Tr. | Rosemount | (651) 480-1238

WEST ST. PAUL
HOLIDAY STATIONSTORE #157
1845 S Robert St. | West St. Paul | (651) 457-6684

WALMART SUPERCENTER #3364
1644 S Robert St. | West St. Paul | (651) 453-0343

www.LincolnMarketing.us - 21
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INLAND WATERS
Lake Trout
12/30/23 - 03/31/24
Lakes entirely within the BWCA
Lake Trout
01/13/24 - 03/31/24		
Lakes partially or completely outside the 
BWCA
Bullhead
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Burbot (eelpout)
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Channel Catfish
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Cisco (tullibee), whitefish
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Crappie
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Gar
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Other
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Perch
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Rock Bass
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Smelt
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Sunfish
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
White Bass
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Flathead Catfish
04/01/24 - 11/30/24
Largemouth Bass
05/11/24 - 02/23/25 
Northeastern Minnesota

Northern Pike
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Sauger
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Smallmouth Bass
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Northeastern Minnesota
Walleye
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Largemouth Bass
05/25/24 - 02/28/25, 
Statewide except the northeast
Smallmouth Bass
05/25/24 - 09/08/24, 
Statewide except the northeast
Sturgeon - catch-and-release
06/16/24 - 04/14/25
Smallmouth Bass - catch-and-release
09/09/24 - 02/23/25, 
Statewide except the northeast

*Contact the MN DNR for specific zone information/
dates: 
1 (888) 646-6367
www.dnr.state.mn.us
scan the QR code
(Fishing licenses are effective from March 1 to the last day of 

February of the following year. A fishing license for the current 

2024-25 license year is effective until Feb. 29, 2025.)

Fishing seasons
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https://www.samsclub.com/
https://www.twincitygaragedoor.com/
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https://www.ighmn.gov/
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https://zesdiner.com/
https://waynetransports.com/
https://waynetransports.com/


Be Aware of your
Surroundings

Drink lots
of Water!

Bicycle Hand Signals

NO TRESPASSING

PRIVATE
PROPERTY

Snowmobile Safety Snowmobile Hand Signals

Know
Your
ATV

Read the owner’s manual
and know your vehicle thoroughly. • Check your vehicle before you ride. • Wear protec-
tive equipment and clothing. • Don’t lend your vehicle to unskilled riders. • Supervise 
young or inexperienced riders. • Never carry a passenger on vehicles meant for one 
rider. • Do not operate under the influence of drugs or alcohol. • Drive at speeds that 
are appropriate to trail conditions. • Stay to the right on trails. • Stay away from thin 
ice, open water and wetlands • Know the weather forecast. • Make sure headlights and 
taillights work properly. • Maintain safe distances between other riders. • Reduce your 
speed when riding at night. • Yield to other motor vehicles and trail users. • Young or 
beginning riders are encouraged to take a safety training course.   	                                    

Bicycle Safety ATV Safety

 • Always wear a properly fitting bike helmet 
as most serious injuries are to the head. • Be 
sure your handlebars, seat and wheels fit 
snugly. • Keep your bike in good shape by 
checking and oiling your chain, making sure 
your brakes work properly and maintaining 
your tire pressure. • Always ride with both 
hands on the handlebars except when do-
ing turn signals. • When leaving a driveway, 
curb or alleyway always stop and check for 
traffic in both directions. • Cross only at in-
tersections. • Use the crosswalk to walk your 
bike across busy intersections and follow 
the traffic signals. • Never ride against traf-
fic. Travel in the same direction as the cars. • 
Whenever you can, use bike routes and avoid 
busy streets. • Don’t ride near parked cars as 
doors can open and cause accidents. • Obey all 
traffic signs and traffic lights. • When biking 
with friends, ride in a single file. • Always pass 
other bikers or pedestrians on the left and say  
“On your left!” to make your presence known. 
• Always use bicycle hand signals to alert traf-
fic of your changing direction.

• Do not consume alcohol or take drugs prior to or 
during your snowmobile trip. Doing so increases your 
chances of injury or death.• Slow down and don’t cut 
to the inside of the trail corners.  It’s dangerous and il-
legal. • If you snowmobile at night, don’t override your 
lights. • Always use the buddy system. Never ride off 
alone. • Drowning is one of the causes of many snow-
mobile fatalities. Whenever possible, avoid the ice. • 
Wear sensible, protective clothing designed for oper-
ating a snowmobile. • Use a full size helmet, goggles, 
or visor to prevent injuries from twigs, stones, ice 
chips and other debris. • Avoid wearing long scarves. 
They may get caught in moving parts of the snowmo-
bile. • Know the terrain you are going to ride. If un-
familiar to you, ask someone who has traveled over 
it before. • Know the weather forecast, especially the 
ice and snow conditions. • Be sure your snowmobile 
is in top-notch mechanical condition throughout the 
months of use. • Familiarize yourself with the snow-
mobile you are driving. Thoroughly read the manual 
that accompanies the snowmobile. • Do not pursue 
domestic or wild animals. That is not the conduct of a 
sportsman. Report such violations to the nearest law 
enforcement  officer.

Please 
respect private 

property and no 
trespassing signs.  Stay on 

trails. Exercise extreme caution 
on all lakes and streams. Obey all 

state and local laws and ordinances. Do 
not operate snowmobiles/ATV’s on county 
roads or state highways.
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ALEXIS BAILLY VINEYARD
18200 Kirby Ave. S | Hastings | (651) 437-1413

AMERICAN SWEDISH INSTITUTE
2600 Park Ave. | Burnsville | (612) 871-4907

AMES CENTER
12600 Nicollet Ave. | Burnsville | (952) 895-4685

ANTIQUES
191 River Ridge Cir. S | Burnsville |
 (952) 894-7200

APPLE  PLACE  BOWL/BOGART’S  PLACE
14917 Garrett Ave. | Apple Valley | 
(952) 432-1515

APPLE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY  CENTER
14603 Hayes Rd. | Apple Valley | (952) 953-2300

APPLE VALLEY SKATE PARK
14255 Johnny Cake Ridge Rd. | Apple Valley

BIRNAMWOOD  GOLF  COURSE
12424 Parkwood Dr. | Burnsville | (952) 641-1370

BLACK DIRT THEATER
213 Sibley St. | Hastings | (651) 300-9567

BOARD & BRUSH CREATIVE 
STUDIO

20770 Holyoke 
Ave. | Lakeville | 

(612) 816-1315

BOWLERO 
LAKEVILLE
11129 162nd St. W | Lakeville | (952) 435-2695

BUCK  HILL SKI  AREA
15400 Buck Hill Rd. | Burnsville | (952) 435-7174

BURNSVILLE  CENTER
1178 Burnsville Ctr. | Burnsville | (952) 444-4180

BURNSVILLE  ICE  CENTER
251 Civic Center Pkwy. | Burnsville | 
(952) 895-4651

BURNSVILLE INDOOR GOLF
3601 W 145th St. | Burnsville | (952) 746-4534

BURNSVILLE LIONS SKATE PARK
151 Civic Center Parkway | Burnsville

CAMP SACAJAWEA RETREAT CENTER
5121 McAndrews Rd. | Apple Valley | 
(952) 891-7000

CAPONI  ART  PARK
1220 Diffley Rd. | Eagan | (651) 454-9412

CASCADE  BAY WATERPARK
1360 Civic Center Dr. | Eagan | (651) 675-5577

Area Attractions
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CENTRAL PARK AMPHITHEATER
2893 145th St. W | Rosemount

CHILL ICE CREAM STUDIO & ARCADE
408 3rd St. | Farmington | (651) 442-0196

CMX - ODYSSEY
14401 Burnhaven Dr. | Burnsville | 
(952) 206-6722

COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE & WWII 
MUSEUM
310 Airport Rd. | South St. Paul | (651) 455-6942

CONCORD LANES
365 Concord Exchange N | South St. Paul |
(651) 455-3220

CRYSTAL  LAKE  GOLF  CLUB
16725 Innsbrook Dr. | Lakeville | (952) 432-6566

DAKOTA  CITY  HERITAGE  VILLAGE
4008 220th St. W | Farmington | (651) 460-8050

DAKOTA SQUARES
253 State Street South | St. Paul | (651) 225-9709

DAKOTA VALLEY SYMPHONY AT THE AMES 
CENTER
12600 Nicollet Ave. | Burnsville | (952) 895-4685

DODGE NATURE CENTER
365 Marie Ave. W | West St. Paul | 
(651) 455-4531

DRKULA’S BOWL
6710 Cahill Ave. | Inver Grove Heights | 
(651) 451-1717

EMAGINE EAGAN
2055 Cliff Rd. | Eagan | (651) 905-4990

EMERALD  GREENS  GOLF
14425 Goodwin Ave. | Hastings | (651) 480-8558

ESCAPOLOGY
1060 Burnsville Center | Burnsville | 
(952) 892-0074

EXTREME SANDBOX
1901 Glendale Rd. | Hastings | (855) 344-4386

FAMILY  AQUATIC  CENTER
14421 Johnny Cake Ridge Rd. | Apple Valley | 
(952) 953-2399

FIRESIDE ORCHARD & GARDENS
2225 Lonsdale Blvd. E | Northfield | 
(507) 663-1376

FOUNTAIN  VALLEY  GOLF  CLUB
2830 220th St. W | Farmington | (651) 463-2121

FOX DEN BOARD GAME CAFE
12450 River Ridge Ln. | Burnsville | 
(952) 952-5707

GRAND SLAM
12425 River Ridge Blvd. | Burnsville | 
(952) 224-0414

HASTINGS ARTS CENTER
216 4th St. E | Hastings | 
(651) 437-4320

JOHNNY CAKE 
ACTIVITY 
CENTER
14255 Johnny 
Cake Ridge Rd. | 
Apple Valley | (952) 
953-2385
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ROSEMOUNT  COMMUNITY  CENTER  &  ARENA
13885 Robert Trl. S | Rosemount | 
(651) 322-6000

SHOOTER’S  BILLIARD  CLUB  CAFE  &  PRO 
SHOP
1934 Hwy. 13 E | Burnsville | (952) 894-1100

SIBLEY HOUSE HISTORIC SITE
1357 Sibley Mem. Hwy. | Mendota | 
(651) 452-1596

SILKEY GARDENS
5561 115th St. E | Northfield | (507) 645-4158

SKATEVILLE
201 River Ridge Cir. S | Burnsville | 
(952) 890-0988

SOUTHERN  HILLS  GOLF  COURSE
18950 Chippendale Ave. | Farmington | 
(651) 463-4653

SUSTAINABLE SAFARI
915 County Rd. 42 W | Burnsville | 
(651) 773-2061

THE  GARAGE
75 Civic Center Pkwy. | Burnsville | 
(952) 895-4664

THE GRAND EVENT CENTER
316 Washington St. | Northfield | (507) 663-1773

THE LAVENDER BARNYARD
6401 225th St. W | Farmington | (651) 226-6166

TWIN CITIES PREMIUM OUTLETS
3965 Eagan Outlets Pkwy. | Eagan | 
(612) 444-8850

VALLEYWOOD  GOLF  COURSE
4851 McAndrews Rd. | Apple Valley | 
(952) 953-2323

VETERANS MEMORIAL COMMUNITY CENTER
8055 Barbara Ave. | Inver Grove Heights | 
(651) 450-2480

WATT MUNISOTARAM
2925 220th St. E | Hampton | (651) 463-3101

WEESNER FAMILY AMPHITHEATER
13000 Zoo Blvd. | Apple Valley | (952) 431-9200

WEITZ CENTER FOR CREATIVITY
320 3rd St. E | Northfield | (507) 222-4389

WILLINGERS GOLF CLUB
6797 Canby Tr. | Northfield | (652) 652-2500

X-GOLF APPLE VALLEY - INDOOR GOLF
7541 148th St. W | Apple Valley | (651) 461-6030

*Some attractions may be seasonal, call ahead.

LAKEVILLE AREA ARTS CENTER
20965 Holyoke Ave. | Lakeville 

| (952) 985-4640 

LAKEVILLE
CITY  BALLET

16368 Kenrick 
Ave. | Lakeville | 

(952) 452-3163

LAWSHE MEMORIAL 
MUSEUM

130 3rd Ave. N | South St. 
Paul | (651) 552-7548

LEDUC HISTORIC ESTATE
1629 Vermillion St. | Hastings | (651) 438-8480

LORENCES BERRY FARM
28625 Foliage Ave. | Northfield | (507) 645-9749

LOST  SPUR  GOLF  COURSE
2750 Sibley Memorial Hwy. | Eagan | 
(651) 454-2330

MARCUS ROSEMOUNT CINEMA
15280 Carrousel Way | Rosemount | 
(651) 322-1775

MIND’S EYE COMICS
1178 Burnsville Center #1030 | Burnsville | 
(952) 492-9350

MINNESOTA VALLEY NATIONAL WILDLIFE 
REFUGE
3815 American Blvd E. | Bloomington | 
(952) 854-5900

MINNESOTA  ZOO
13000 Zoo Blvd. | Apple Valley | (952) 431-9200

MOUNT OLIVET CONFERENCE & RETREAT 
CENTER
7984 257th St. W | Farmington | (952) 469-2175

NORTHFIELD ARTS GUILD
304 Division St. S | Northfield | (507) 645-8877

NORTHFIELD ARTS GUILD THEATER
411 W 3rd St. | Northfield | (507) 645-8877

NORTHFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
408 Divsion St. | Northfield | (507) 645-9268

NORWEGIAN-AMERICAN HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION
1510 St. Olaf Ave. | Northfield | (507) 786-3221

NOWHERE ENTERTAINMENT
5300 S Robert Trail #300 | Inver Grove Heights | 
(651) 340-8651

OPEN WINDOW THEATRE
5300 S Robert Trail | Inver Grove Heights | 
(612) 615-1515

PERPLEBUNNY’S AXE HOUSE
5858 Blaine Ave. E | Inver Grove Heights | 
(651) 207-6843

PROKART  INDOOR  RACING
14350 Rosemount Dr. | Burnsville | 
(952) 808-7223

ROCK ISLAND SWING BRIDGE
4465 66th St. E | Inver Grove Heights | 
(651) 450-2587

ROSEMOUNT AREA ARTS COUNCIL
14375 S. Robert Trail | ​Rosemount
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https://monarchmn.com/the-emeralds-at-faribault

