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Local Area Events

JANuARy
43th Student International Art Show
Brownsville, TX

Longest Causeway Run & Fitness Walk
Port Isabel, TX

Adult Computer & Art Classes
San Benito, TX

Taste of La Frontera
Brownsville, TX

RGV Shooters - Weekly IDPA indoor
pistol shoot
Brownsville, TX

South Texas youth Stock Show
San Benito, TX

Annual Longest Causeway Run
and Wellness Walk
South Padre Island, TX

Rumbo al’Anacua
San Benito, TX

FEbRuARy
Camille Playhouse Presents:
Murder Mystery Dinner
Brownsville, TX

Kelly Miller Circus
Brownsville, TX

FEbRuARy CONT.
Texas Conjunto Music Hall of Fame
and Museum Present:
San Benito, TX

Winter Texan beach Cleanup
Brownsville, TX

Habitat Tours of bayside Drive-Open Air
Brownsville, TX

Jalapeno 100
Harlingen, TX

SPI Kitefest
South Padre Island, TX

MARCH
Spring break Jam
South Padre Island, TX

1st Annual RGV Reggae Fest
Brownsville, TX

Texas Independence Day
San Benito, TX

ultimate Music Experience
South Padre Island, TX

Diabetes Walk/Run
San Benito, TX

CyClobia
Brownsville, TX
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APRIL
RGV Home Show
Brownsville, TX

beach -N- bikerfest Rally
South Padre Island, TX

Sand Crab Night time beach Run
South Padre Island, TX

MAy
The Jailbreak
South Padre Island, TX

SPI Kite board Round
South Padre Island, TX

JuNE
Great Texas Catamaran Race
South Padre Island, TX

Telling Our Stories
Port Isabel , TX

JuLy
Lighthouse Establishment Cinema
Port Isabel, TX

Port Isabel Antique & Flea Market
Port Isabel, TX

Telling Our Stories
Port Isabel, TX

Texas International Fishing Tournament
Port Isabel, TX

AuGuST
Texas International Fishing Tournament
South Padre Island, TX

SEPTEMbER
King of the Causeway bike Tour
and Triathlon
South Padre Island, TX

OCTObER
SPI bikeFest - Roar by the Shore
South Padre Island, TX

Sandcastle Days
South Padre Island, TX

NOVEMbER
Sabal Palm Sanctuary Live Feeder Cam
Brownsville, TX

DECEMbER
An Island Christmas Parade and Lighted 
boat Parade
South Padre Island, TX

Winter Texas Walking Tours at Gladys 
Porter Zoo
Brownsville, TX
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Engineering
Address: 1390 W. Expressway 83
San Benito, TX 78586
Phone: 956-247-3516
Fax: 956-361-8278

Geographic Information Systems
Address: 1390 W. Expressway 83
San Benito, TX 78586
Phone: 866-286-8777
Fax: 956-361-8226

Human Resources/Safety Risk
Address: 1100 E. Monroe St.
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-544-0827
Fax: 956-550-1373

Juvenile Probation
Address: 2310 W. Highway 77
San Benito, TX 78586
Phone: 956-544-0868
Fax: 956-399-3705

Maintenance Department
Address: 964 E. Harrison St.
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-544-0823
Fax: 956-550-1328

Parks
Address: 33174 State Park Road 100
South Padre Island, TX 78597
Phone: 956-761-3700
Fax: 956-761-5317

Planning Department
Address: 1100 E. Monroe St.
1st Floor
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-544-0829
Fax: 956-544-0891

Public Works
Address: 1390 W. Expressway 83
San Benito, TX 78586
Phone: 956-247-3516
Fax: 956-361-8278

Sheriff’s Office
Address: 7100 Old Alice Rd.
Olmito, TX 78575
Phone: 956-554-6700
Fax: 956-554-6780

Vehicle Maintenance
Address: 26929 FM 510
P.O. Box 997
San Benito, TX 78586
Phone: 956-399-6700
Fax: 956-361-8220

Veteran Services
Address: 964 E. Harrison St.
1st Floor Administration Bld.
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-544-0811
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Residential Services
Administrative Services
Address: 1100 E. Monroe St.
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-544-0830
Fax: 956-544-0801

Archive Records Management
Address: 974 E. Harrison St.
3rd Floor Judicial Bld.
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-544-0838
Fax: 956-544-0841

Civil Division
Address: 1100 E. Monroe St.
2nd Floor
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-550-1345
Fax: 956-544-0830

Computer Center
Address: 964 E. Harrison St.
3rd Floor Administration Bld. Rm 322
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-544-0818
Fax: 956-550-1326

County Auditor
Address: 1100 E. Monroe St.
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-544-0822
Fax: 956-548-9527

County Clerk
Address: 964 E. Harrison St.
2nd Floor Administration Bld.
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-544-0815

County Judge
Address: 1100 E. Monroe St.
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-544-0830
Fax: 956-544-0801

County Treasurer
Address: 1100 E. Monroe St.
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-544-0819
Fax: 956-550-1323

District Attorney
Address: 964 E. Harrison St.
Administration Bld. 3rd Floor
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-544-0849
Fax: 956-544-0869

District Clerk
Address: 974 E. Harrison St
Judicial Building 3rd Floor
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-544-0838
Fax: 956-544-0841

Elections
Address: 964 E. Harrison St.
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-544-0809
Fax: 956-550-7298

Emergency Management
Address: 1100 E. Monroe St.
Suite #B45
Brownsville, TX 78520
Phone: 956-547-7000
Fax: 956-547-7006
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Cameron County Communities

Cities:
    Brownsville
    Harlingen
    La Feria
    Los Fresnos
    Palm Valley
    Port Isabel
    Rio Hondo
    San Benito

Towns:
    Bayview
    Combes
    Indian Lake
    Laguna Vista
    Los Indios
    Primera
    Rancho Viejo
    Santa Rosa
    South Padre Island

Just like it once was, Cameron County was used primarily for ranching/farming. In the 1920’s 
the area was in a boom. Landowners flocked to try and get a piece of the pie. It was during this 
time, the first commercial citrus orchard was planted and started what was to become one of 
the areas largest industries.

Years later, WWII established Cameron County as a major food supplier and shipping center for 
the war. Cotton, grapefruit, oranges and sugar cane were the staples of the industry. Also, cattle 
and hog farms increased and added to the wealth.

Cameron County is now a popular vacation spot for northerners seeking warm weather and 
low cost of living. The intense work done on Padre Island and coastal areas has been, and will 
continue to be, a haven for years to come. Cameron County is home to roughly
415,557 residents.
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Cameron County History

The history of Cameron County can be traced back to the Archaic period, over 10,000 years 
ago. Native Americans hunted, gathered berries, fished and flourished in the area. The 
Coahuiltecans and Karankawas were the most prominent groups in the early years of Cameron 
County. After the Spanish arrived in the 17th century, a large number of their population was 
diminished due to disease. The ones who did survive, either intermarried with the Europeans, 
or moved away/were forced to seek better fortune. By the end of the 20th century, almost all 
trace of the Native Americans had vanished from the area.

At the time of the Texas Revolution, the population was still very small and sparse. All through-
out the 1830’s and 40’s Mexico had claimed the area as theirs and would frequently range herds 
of cattle through the area. The Rio Grande was a favored spot to pasture their herds and catch 
a bit of a break from traveling, and regain strength/spirits. This area is now called Brownsville.
In the years leading up to 1846, the dispute over whose land it was became a hot topic. General 
Zachary Taylor marched between the Nueces River and the Rio Grande to set up a defensive 
dubbed “Fort Texas” but was later renamed Fort Brown after Major Jacob Brown, who died 
during a Mexican offensive on the fort. During this time, there were many battles, ultimately 
leading up to the Mexican War and the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo. On July 4th 
1848, the area of over 3,000 sq miles, was claimed by the United States. Santa Rita (long since 
believed to be the first English speaking town in the area) was made the County Seat, only 5 
miles downstream from Fort Brown. Months went by and then Charles Stillman established 
Brownsville. After much effort on the part of Stillman, on January 13th 1849, Brownsville was 
named the new County Seat.
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County Communities

Harlingen:
Harlingen, nicknamed “Capitol of the Rio 
Grande Valley” is located about 30 miles from 
the Gulf of Mexico. It was incorporated in 1910 
and named after the Frisian city of Harlingen 
in the Netherlands by Lon C. Hill, who built 
the first residence in the area. Harlingen was, 
like most early Texan towns, primarily a farm 
community. Cotton and produce were the main 
products. Harlingen is also home to Valley 
International Airport or V.I.A., which is the 
major transportation hub for the Rio Grande 
Valley.
Later, WWII boosted the population and in 
1950 was around 23,000. Harlingen is now 
home to around 68,000 residents

La Feria:
La Feria is located about 24 miles northwest 
of Brownsville. The Spanish word “Feria” trans-
lates to “Fair” in English. The La Feria land grant originally assigned the land to Rosa Maria 
Hinojosa De Ballì by the Spanish in 1777. The family built a couple farms and held control of 
the land until midway through the 19th century. Then, G.J. Schoenberg (a land developer) 
made his way to the area in 1909 and developed the town. In 1933 La Feria was incorporated 
and had around 90 businesses and 1,500 residents. The area kept growing… In the 1960’s it 
had a fruit and vegetable canning plant, 3 cotton gins, and were manufacturers of carnival 
equipment. La Feria is now home to about 8,000 residents.

Los Fresnos:
Los Fresnos, is a Spanish word translating to “The Ash Trees,” which the area is peppered with. 
Just like Harlingen, Lon C. Hill developed it after his arrival in 1912. The area had rich soil and 
with the long growing season of the Rio Grande Valley, was perfect for farming. Irrigation 
was implemented from the Rio Grande and cotton, sugar cane, oranges, and red grapefruit 
orchards supplied the local economy. Railroads were also being constructed and brought set-
tlers to the area. Los Fresnos is home to around 6,000 residents.

Brownsville:
The city of Brownsville was established in late 1848 by a successful riverboat company owner/
entrepreneur Charles Stillman. Stillman, who had the deed for the land, leased it to the gov-
ernment to build a military fort, later known as Fort Brown. There was much dispute over 
the land and who should rightfully own it. Mexico thought they should be the owners, as did 
America.

Brownsville sits on the U.S. - Mexico border across from Matamoros, Tamaulipas. Due to the 
dispute over ownership, many battles were staged here. On May 8th, 1846 Mexico staged its 
first offensive of the Mexican-American war called The Siege of Fort Texas (Fort Brown). After 
much effort, America prevailed and became the permanent owners of the land. They called it 
Brownsville.

Years later, during the Civil War, Brownsville was a major smuggling point for the confederates 
moving supplies into Mexico. Union troops landed at Port Isabel in November of 1863 to stop 
the transferring of goods into Mexico, and a battle ensued. Eventually confederate troops fled 
their fort and blew it up with over 8,000 lbs of dynamite. The confederate troops did reclaim 
the land a year later in the Battle of Palmito Beach. 

Now, Brownsville is a thriving community. It has 
one of the lowest costs of living in the U.S. and 
ranks in the top 12 in the nation for cleanest air. 
Since NAFTA was adopted, the area has one of 
the fastest growing manufacturing/internation-
al trading businesses in the nation.  

Brownsville is also home to The University of 
Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost 
College. The school sits on over 500 acres and 
has a Resaca, or oxbow lake flowing through 
the area creating beautiful scenery and the per-
fect learning environment. In 2015 the univer-
sity will combine with University of Texas-Pan 
American and become the University of Texas-
Rio Grande Valley. Brownsville is home to over 
175,000 residents.
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Cameron County Communities
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South Padre Island:
South Padre Island is the definition of 
a vacation town. Residents and tourists 
alike enjoy this coastal paradise and all 
it has to offer. From water skiing in the 
Gulf, to swimming with dolphins and 
snorkeling, this town truly is a getaway. 
It’s tropical climate and sunshine are sure 
to have people visiting all year long. The 
temperature during the summer, is usu-
ally around 90 degrees and even in the 
winter, it doesn’t normally get below 50 
degrees. The entire island is less than 2 
sq miles but is packed with fun things to 
do and see. South Padre Island is home to 
around  3,000 residents. 
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County Communities

Port Isabel:
Port Isabel is the definition of a tourist town. Ever since its discovery in 1519 by Spanish ex-
plorer Alonzo de Pineda, it has been a hidden jewel buried in the Gulf Coast.  It wasn’t always 
like this though. During the Civil War, in 1864, Confederate army Colonel John “Rip” Ford de-
fended the area against the invading “Yankees”. Trying to thwart the plans of the north, Ford 
tried blowing up the lighthouse, built in 1852, but only damaged the top section. 
The last battle of the Civil War was fought only 9 miles south of Port Isabel. The Confederates 
won the battle and later had to surrender to their beaten foe. Port Isabel is home to around 
5,000 residents.

Rio Hondo:
Rio Hondo’s translation from Spanish to English is “Deep River” because of its location on the 
Arroyo Colorado River. In 1910, J.R. George was the first settler in the area. He set up a small 
general store and was the first postman. The population steadily increased over the years and 
is now home to around 2,500 residents.

San Benito:
San Benito, which was originally called “Diaz” and referred to as “Resaca city,” was incorporated 
in 1911 by Colonel Robertson. Robertson was a railroad pioneer and built the “spider web” to 
help increase business in the area. He was a fair man, to those that knew him, and even led 
an effort to rid the area of the Ku Klux Klan. Now San Benito is an agricultural haven. The year 
round growing season makes for constantly blooming flowers and prosperous farming. It has 
grown in numbers since its incorporation due to great weather and friendly people. 
On another note, Freddy Fender (a country and rock and roll icon) was from San Benito. After 
his tragic death in 2006, Fender was memoralized by the town, putting his likeness on the 
water tower. It is estimated that San Benito is home to around 27,000 residents.

http://www.remedypoolsupply.com
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 • Know where you can take shelter in seconds.
 • Have a place, everyone knows, to go to after
    the storm has passed.
 • Flying Debris is the biggest danger during a 
    tornado. Your shelter space should have
    mattresses or thick blankets around, to
    protect yourselves.
 • Do Not opeN YouR WiNDoWS to try &
    “equalize the pressure.” this only makes it
    easier for debris to injure you.
 • Also, StAY AWAY FRoM WiNDoWS!

 • Constant rotation of the clouds base.
 • Flying/Rotating Debris under the cloud.
    tornados Don’t Always have a visible funnel.
 • Heavy Rain or Hail followed by either by an
    eerie Calm in the storm or Rapid wind changes
    & shifts.
 • Listen for loud, continuous rumbling with
    no breaks in it like thunder.

Precautions:

Things to Look and Listen For:

Lightning Distance Tracker
You can figure out how far away the 
lightning is from you like this...
Count the seconds inbetween the 
flash of lightning & the crack of 
thunder. Divide the number of sec-
onds by 5 & you have your distance 
in miles.

0 seconds
0 miles

5 seconds
1.08 miles

20 seconds
4.35 miles

60 seconds
13.06 miles

Do Not Open Your
Windows!

12 - Cameron County • Resident Guide

Tornado Safety
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Andy bowie Park
7300 Park Rd 100 N
South Padre Island, Texas 78597
(956) 761-3704

Adolph Thomae Park
37844 Marshall Hutts
Rio Hondo, Texas
(956) 748-2044

EK Atwood Park Access #5
27159 State Park Rd 100
South Padre Island, Texas
No number

Isla blanca Park
33174 State Park Rd 100
South Padre Island, Texas 78597
(956) 761-5493

Port Isabel Lighthouse State Park
421 East Queen Isabella Blvd
Port Isabel, TX
(956) 943-2262

World birding Center - 
Resaca de la Palma State Park 
1000 New Carmen Ave.
(956) 350-2920

World birding Center
Estero Llano Grande State Park
3301 S. International Blvd.
(956) 565-3919

World birding Center -
bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park
2800 S. Bentsen Palm Drive
(956) 584-9156

Park Locations:
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Parks & Recreation

GENERAL PARK POLICIES
A. Park hours are from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

B. There shall be no political affiliated functions or signs on park premises at any time. 

C. There shall be no illegal gambling including Bingo, Mexican lottery, or other games of chance 

on park premises. 

D. There will be no events held on park premises that will provide a person financial gain. 

E. All pets must be kept on a leash (6 feet or less) and under control at all times. Please pick up 

after your pets. 

F. The possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages is strictly prohibited on park premises 

except at the Santa Maria Community Center Hall. 

G. No glass containers allowed on park premises. (Zero tolerance) 

H. Noisy, boisterous or disruptive conduct will not be tolerated. Please maintain good order. 

I. All vehicles will be restricted to paved parking lots. 

J. An adult must accompany minors at all times; children must not be left unattended. 

K. Profane language will not be tolerated. 

L. No littering; discard trash in provided litter containers. Dumpsters are for park use only. 

M. No loitering. 

N. No trespassing after hours. Trespassers will be prosecuted. 

O. The use and possession of illegal narcotics, and guns on park premises is prohibited.

P. No bouncers will be allowed on park premises. (County organized functions are 

exempt from this rule). 

* For more information on Texas park rules, go to...

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/parkinfo/rules_and_regulations/

Info from Texas Parks and Wildlife

http://www.furcronrealtors.com
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Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge
3325 Green Jay Rd, Alamo, TX
Phone: 956-784-7500

Schlitterbahn Waterpark
33261 State Park Road 100, 
South Padre Island, TX
Phone: 956-772-7873

SPI Laguna Adventures
Harlingen, TX
Phone: 956-245-1127

State Farm Arena
2600 N. 10th St., Hidalgo, TX
Phone: 956-843-6688

The Children’s Museum of brownsville
501 Ringgold Street #5 Dean Porter Park, 
Harlingen, TX
Phone: 956-548-9300

Valley Race Park
2601 S. Ed Carey Dr., Harlingen, TX
Phone: 956-412-RACE (7223)
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Area Attractions
bass Pro Shops
101 Bass Pro Dr., Harlingen, TX
Phone: 1-800-227-7776

Creasey’s bowl
644 North Ed Carey Dr., Harlingen, TX
Phone: 956-428-1899

Family Fun Fishing Adventures
34691 FM 1577, San Benito, TX
Phone: 956-456-9414

Dolphin Docks
510 E. Queen Isabella Blvd. , Port Isabel, TX
Phone: 956-943-318

Freddy Fender Museum
210 E. Heywood, San Benito, TX
Phone: 956-361-3800

Gladys Porter Zoo
500 Ringgold Street, Brownsville, TX
Phone: 956-546-2177

Harlingen Arts and Heritage Museum
2425 Boxwood St., Harlingen, TX
Phone: 956-216-4901

Harlingen Performing Arts Theatre
1209 Fairpark Blvd. , Harlingen, TX
Phone: 956-412-PLAY

Hilltop Gardens
6.5 miles from La Villa on FM 491, La Villa, TX
Phone: 956-262-2176

Historic Jackson Street
E. Jackson Ave and N. 3rd St., Harlingen, TX
Phone: 956-216-4910

Island Cinema
4700 Padre Blvd. , Port Isabel, TX
Phone: 956-761-7839

Iwo Jima Memorial Monument
320 Iwo Jima Blvd., Harlingen, TX
Phone: 956-412-2207

Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge
22817 Ocelot Road, Los Fresnos, TX
Phone: 956-748-3607

Port Isabel Historic Ghost Tours
317 E. Railroad Ave. , Poort Isabel, TX
Phone: 956-943-7602

Rio Grande Valley Premium Outlets
5001 East Expressway 83, Mercedes, TX
Phone: 956-565-3900

Rio Grande Valley WhiteWings
1216 Fair Park Blvd., Harlingen, TX
Phone: 956-423-WING (9464)

http://www.beestronghoney.com
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Hunting Seasons
Alligator
General Season
Core: Sep. 10 - 30, 2013 
Non-core: Apr. 1 - Jun. 30, 2013
 

Chachalaca
Regular Season
Nov. 2, 2013 - Feb. 23, 2014
 

Dove
Regular Season
North Zone: Sep. 1 - Oct. 23, 2013 
Dec. 20, 2013 - Jan. 5, 2014 
Central Zone: Sep. 1 - Oct. 23, 2013 
Dec. 20, 2013 - Jan. 5, 2014 
South Zone: Sep. 20 - Oct. 27, 2013 
Dec. 20, 2013 - Jan. 20, 2014 

Special White-winged 
Dove Area 
Sep. 20 - Oct. 23, 2013 
Dec. 20, 2013 - Jan. 20, 2014 
Special Season
Special White-winged Dove Area 
Sep. 1 - 2, 2013 
Sep. 7 - 8, 2013 

Duck
Youth-Only
High Plains Mallard Management Unit 
Oct. 19 - 20, 2013 
North Zone: Oct. 26 - 27, 2013 
South Zone: Oct. 26 - 27, 2013 

Canada Geese
East Zone: Sep. 14 - 29, 2013 
Nov. 2, 2013 - Jan. 26, 2014
 

Light and Dark Geese
West Zone: Nov. 2, 2013 - Feb. 2, 2014
 

Light Geese
East Zone: Nov. 2, 2013 - Jan. 26, 2014 
Light Geese (Conservation Order)
West Zone: Feb. 3 - Mar. 23, 2014 
East Zone: Jan. 27 - Mar. 23, 2014

White-fronted Geese
East Zone: Nov. 2, 2013 - Jan. 12, 2014 

Javelina
Regular Season
Northern: Oct. 1, 2013 - Feb. 23, 2014 
Southern: Sep. 1, 2013 - Aug. 31, 2014 
No Open Season

Mule Deer
Archery Only: Sep. 28 - Nov. 1, 2013 
General Season
Panhandle: Nov. 23 - Dec. 8, 2013 
Southwestern Panhandle:
Nov. 23 - Dec. 1, 2013 
Trans-Pecos: Nov. 29 - Dec. 15, 2013
 

Pheasant
General Season
Panhandle: Dec. 7, 2013 - Jan. 5, 2014
 

Pronghorn
Regular Season: Sep. 28 - Oct. 6, 2013
 

Quail
Regular Season
Statewide: Oct. 26, 2013 - Feb. 23, 2014 

Rabbits and Hares
Statewide 
No closed season

Rails, Gallinules and 
Moorhens
Regular Season
Statewide: Sep. 14 - 29, 2013 
Nov. 2 - Dec. 25, 2013
 

Sandhill Crane
Regular Season
Zone A: Nov. 2, 2013 - Feb. 2, 2014 
Zone B: Nov. 22, 2013 - Feb. 2, 2014 
Zone C: Dec. 21, 2013 - Jan. 26, 2014 

Squirrel
General Season
East Texas: Oct. 1, 2013 - Feb. 2, 2014 
May 1 - 31, 2014 
No closed season 
No closed season No bag limit 
No open season 
Youth-Only
East Texas: Sep. 28 - 29, 2013

Teal
September Teal Only Season
Statewide: Sep. 14 - 29, 2013

Turkey
Archery Only
All counties with an open fall season: 
Sep. 28 - Nov. 1, 2013 
Youth-Only
North Texas: Oct. 26 - 27, 2013 

Turkey (Cont.)
Jan. 18 - 19, 2014 
South Texas: Oct. 26 - 27, 2013 
Brooks, Kenedy, Kleberg, and Willacy Counties: 
Oct. 26 - 27, 2013 
North Zone: Mar. 22 - 23, 2014 
May 17 - 18, 2014 
South Zone: Mar. 8 - 9, 2014 
May 3 - 4, 2014 
Fall Season
North Texas: Nov. 2, 2013 - Jan. 5, 2014 
South Texas: Nov. 2, 2013 - Jan. 19, 2014 
Brooks, Kenedy, Kleberg, and Willacy Counties: 
Nov. 2, 2013 - Feb. 23, 2014 
Spring Season: 1 Turkey Bag Limit 
Apr. 1 - 30, 2014 
North Zone: Mar. 29 - May 11, 2014 
South Zone: Mar. 15 - Apr. 27, 2014 

Eastern Turkey 
Apr. 15 - May 14, 2014

White-tailed Deer
Archery Only
All counties with an open season: 
Sep. 28 - Nov. 1, 2013 
General Season
North Texas: Nov. 2, 2013 - Jan. 5, 2014 
South Texas: Nov. 2, 2013 - Jan. 19, 2014 
Youth-Only
All counties with an open season: 
Oct. 26 - 27, 2013 
Jan. 6 - 19, 2014 

Muzzleloader
Jan. 6 - 19, 2014 

Late Antlerless and Spike
North Texas: Jan. 6 - 19, 2014 
South Texas: Jan. 20 - Feb. 2, 2014 

Wilson’s Snipe (Common 
Snipe or Jacksnipe)
Regular Season
Statewide: Nov. 2, 2013 - Feb. 16, 2014 

Woodcock
Regular Season
Statewide: Dec. 18, 2013 - Jan. 31, 2014

*At time of publication, not all seasons were 
posted.

For more information on hunting regulations, 
go to

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/hunt/

All hunters should consider taking 
an advanced hunter education 
class to learn the latest hunting 
techniques along with tips on 
coming home alive. 
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Here are 5 Suggestions
for a safe
and successful
hunting experience:

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Get a detailed map of the area you are hunting, 
review it before you leave, and carry it with you in 
the field.
Carry a compass and know how to use it. Decide 
ahead of time the direction to head for if you get 
lost or disoriented.
Weather can change quickly, so hunters should 
carry a simple survival kit and be prepared for an 
unexpected overnight stay in the field. The survival 
kit should contain a rope, a knife, water, waterproof 
matches, an emergency shelter, and first aid sup-
plies.
If you are on the water, make sure to wear a personal 
flotation device (life preserver). 
Know your hunting partners’ physical and emotion-
al limitations, as well as your own, and don’t push 
your partners or yourself beyond those limits.
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Hunting Safety



Generally, fishing and hunting licenses and stamp endorsements are valid from the date of sale through August 
31, 2015. Temporary hunting and fishing licenses and packages, Year-from-Purchase fishing licenses and Lake 
Texoma fishing licenses have different expiration dates. License fees are not refundable.

A RESIDENT is a person who has lived continuously in Texas for more than six months immediately before apply-
ing for a license. Members of the United States Armed Forces (and their dependents) on active duty anywhere 
are entitled to purchase a resident license, but the Texas Resident Active Duty “Super Combo” package is avail-
able to Texas residents only. 

 The term “active duty” means full-time duty in active military service, including the National Guard and 
Reserves of the United States. Such term includes full-time training duty and attendance while in the active 
military service at a school designated as a service school by law or by the Secretary of the military department 
concerned. Non-residents under 17 years of age are designated as residents for hunting license purposes (not 
valid for Lifetime Licenses).

Residency is proven by any three of the following (all documents must reflect the applicant’s name and a physi-
cal address in Texas). Items marked with a * must have been issued at least six months prior to license or permit 
application. Except for a valid drivers license or a state issued identification card, documentation is not required 
at time of purchases or while hunting or fishing:

    • a current Texas homestead property tax statement
    • the most recent six months of utility bills
    • the most recent six months of paycheck receipts
    • the person’s most recent tax return from the Internal Revenue Service
    • a statement from a parole board or probation officer stating that the person has continuously resided in Texas
    • for the six months immediately preceding the application for a license or permit
    • a valid Texas driver’s license*
    • a current Texas voter registration certificate*
    • a current vehicle registration*

Brownsville:
Academy Sports #30 
(956) 554-6900 
4305 Old Highway 77, 78520

Brownsville LEO 
(956) 546-1952 
5460 Paredes Line Road, Suite 201, 78526

Gordons Bait & Tackle, Inc. 
(956) 831-4825 
7066 East 14th Street, 78521

Wal-Mart S/C #0456 
(956) 350-2022 
3500 W Alton Gloor Blvd, 78520

Wal-Mart S/C #5493 
(956) 832-0376 
7480 Padre Island Blvd, 78521

Wal-Mart Store #1000 
(956) 544-0394 
2721 Boca Chica Blvd, 78521
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DNR License Centers
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Harlingen:
Bass Pro Shop  
(956) 291-5200  
101 Bass Pro Drive , 78552

HEB #168 
(956) 428-6365 
1103 Morgan Blvd , 78550

Johnny’s True Value Hardware  
(956) 428-4011  
914 W Tyler , 78550

Wal-Mart S/C #0595  
(956) 428-0734  
1801 W Lincoln St , 78552

Rio Hondo 
Lone Star Food Store #3 
(713) 439-1800 
28270 FM 106 , 78583

San Benito  
Wal-Mart S/C #1296  
(956) 399-1373  
1126 W US Highway 77, 78586

South Padre Island:
Island Market  
(956) 761-5171  
5312 Padre Blvd , 78597

South Padre Island (Cont.):
Island Outfitters 
(956) 772-1300  
206 W Swordfish , 78597

Jim’s Pier Am  
(956) 772-9977  
209 W Whiting St , 78597

Port Isabel  
Pirates Fishing Pier  
(956) 943-7437  
501 E Maxan St , 78578

Quick Stop  
(956) 943-1159  
501 W Highway 100 , 78578

Stripes #9117  
(956) 943-3438  
1685 Highway 100 , 78578

Wal-Mart S/C #0413  
(956) 943-1387  
1401 Highway 100 , 78578

White Sands Marina  
(956) 943-6161  
418 W. Highway 100, 78578
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Any person who takes or attempts to take fish, mussels, clams, cray-
fish or other aquatic life in the public waters of Texas must have a 
current Texas fishing license with the appropriate stamp endorsement.

A saltwater endorsement is required to fish in coastal waters; a freshwater endorsement is 
required for inland waters. See license fees and packages.

Recreational anglers must have a Texas fishing license and saltwater endorsement to bring 
any fish taken in federal waters ashore in Texas (see Fishing in Federal Waters).

Fishing licenses are not required for:
    • Children under 17 years of age
    • Texas residents born before January 1, 1931
    • Anyone fishing within a Texas State Park
    • Mentally disabled persons who are engaged in recreational fishing under supervision as 
part of medically approved therapy (for more details, see Fishing Licenses).
    • Mentally disabled persons fishing under the direct supervision of a licensed angler who 
is a family member or has permission from the family to take the mentally disabled person 
fishing.

Nobody has to have a license or stamp endorsement on 
Free Fishing Day..! The first Saturday in June, Every Year!

For more information on hunting/fishing regulations, go to
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/regulations

Fishing License Requirements
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Fishing seasons
Alligator Gar
Daily Bag:
    1 : No Minimum Length

Bass
The combined limit for any combination of largemouth, small-
mouth, Guadalupe and spotted bass is 5 fish per day.

Largemouth & smallmouth
Minimum Length: 14 inches

Spotted & Guadalupe
Minimum Length: No minimum

Striped & hybrid striped
(also known as Palmetto or Sunshine bass)
Daily Bag: 5 in any combination
Minimum Length: 18 inches

White bass
Daily Bag: 25
Minimum Length: 10 inches

Yellow bass
Daily Bag: No limit
No Minimum Length

Catfish
Channel, blue, their hybrids & subspecies
Daily Bag: 25 in any combination
Minimum Length: 12 inches

Flathead
Daily Bag: 5
Minimum Length: 18 inches

Crappie
White, black, their hybrids & subspecies
Daily Bag: 25 (in any combination)
Minimum Length: 10 inches

Paddlefish
No harvest allowed

Saugeye
Daily Bag: 3
Minimum Length: 18 inches

Sunfish
Various species including bluegill, redear, green, warmouth & 
longear
Daily Bag: No limit
No Minimum Length

Trout
Rainbow and brown
Daily Bag: 5 in any combination
No Minimum Length

Walleye
Daily Bag: 5 (only 2 can be less than 16 inches in length)
No Minimum Length



Follow these guidelines to help prevent and
prepare for capsizing, swamping, or someone
falling overboard.
• Make sure that you and your passengers are wearing life-
jackets while the boat is moving. • Attach the ignition safety  
lanyard to your wrist, clothes, or life jacket. • Don’t allow 
anyone to sit on the gun wale, bow, seat backs, motor cover, 
or areas not designed for seating. Also, don’t let anyone sit 
on pedestal seats when craft is not in idle. • Don’t overload 
your boat. Balance the load of passengers and gear stored 
on-board. • Keep your center of gravity low by not allowing 
people to stand up or move around while craft is in  motion. 
• in small boats, don’t allow anyone to lean beyond the gun-
wale. • turn boat at slow rates of speed. • Secure the anchor 
line to the bow, never to the stern. • Don’t risk operating 
water craft in rough conditions or bad weather.

(other than a personal Watercraft)
• For engines 25 horsepower or less:
- those under age 12 may operate without
restrictions. 

• For engines over 25 horsepower through 75
horsepower:
- those under age 12 must have someone 21 years of age or 
older on board within reach of the controls. 

  • For engines over 75 horsepower:
- No children under age 12 may operate, even with an adult on 
board. 
- other restrictions apply to boat operators 12 to 17 years 
old:
- operators from 12 to 17 years of age may operate engines of 
25 horsepower or lower with no restrictions. 

• For engines over 25 horsepower:
- operators 12 to 17 years of age must have: A watercraft 
operator’s permit, or someone age 21 years or older old on 
board within reach of the controls. 

Operating Watercraft

Who May Operate a Motorboat
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Boating Safety
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• at least one Coast Guard    Approved type 1, 2, 3 or 5 flotation de-
vice that is the proper size for each person on board or being towed.

• All devices must be in good condition and easily accessible. 

• Children under age 10 must wear a device when on board a boat 
that is underway unless: 
in an enclosed cabin or below deck or on an anchored boat that is 
being used for swimming or diving or passenger craft with a licensed 
captain. 

• Along with the above at least one approved type 4 must be on 
board boats 16 ft. or longer (except canoes and kayaks) and immedi-
ately available.

• A Coast Guard approved type 5 device may be substituted for any 
other Coast Guard approved device if it meets the same require-
ments and is noted on the label.

• Anyone riding a jet ski or other personal Water Craft must wear 
an approved -non inflating flotation device, as well as anyone being 
towed by a water craft.

All Watercraft Must Have...

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Snowmobile Hand Signals

Bicycle Hand Signals
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Recreational Safety

Read the
owner’s manual
and know your vehicle thoroughly. 
• Check your vehicle before you ride. 
• Wear protective equipment and 
clothing. • Don’t lend your vehicle to 
unskilled riders. • Supervise young 
or inexperienced riders. • Never carry 
a passenger on vehicles meant for 
one rider. • Do not operate under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol. • Drive 
at speeds that are appropriate to trail 
conditions. • Stay to the right on trails. 
• Stay away from thin ice, open water 
and wetlands • Know the weather 
forecast. • Make sure headlights and 
taillights work properly. • Maintain safe 
distances between other riders. • Re-
duce your speed when riding at night. 
• Yield to other motor vehicles and trail 
users. • Young or beginning riders are 
encouraged to take a safety training 
course.                                       

Know
Your
ATV
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AtV Safety



 • Always wear a properly fitting bike helmet 
as most serious injuries are to the head. • Be 
sure your handlebars, seat and wheels fit 
snugly. • Keep your bike in good shape by 
checking and oiling your chain, making sure 
your brakes work properly and maintaining 
your tire pressure. • Always ride with both 
hands on the handlebars except when do-
ing turn signals. • When leaving a driveway, 
curb or alleyway always stop and check for 
traffic in both directions. • Cross only at in-
tersections. • Use the crosswalk to walk your 
bike across busy intersections and follow 
the traffic signals. • Never ride against traf-
fic. Travel in the same direction as the cars. • 
Whenever you can, use bike routes and avoid 
busy streets. • Don’t ride near parked cars as 
doors can open and cause accidents. • Obey all 
traffic signs and traffic lights. • When biking 
with friends, ride in a single file. • Always pass 
other bikers or pedestrians on the left and say  
“On your left!” to make your presence known. 
• Always use bicycle hand signals to alert traf-
fic of your changing direction.

Be
Cautious
of Other
Bikers

Drink lots of Water!
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Bicycle Safety

Below is a list of Don’ts, or rules, for scuba diving safely.
    • Don’t dive alone.
    • Don’t hold your breath.
    • Don’t ascend faster than your smallest
       exhaled bubbles.
    • Don’t stay down too long.
    • Don’t dive too deep.
    • Don’t dive with malfunctioning equipment.
    • Don’t destroy the environment.
    • Don’t plan a decompression dive as a
       recreational scuba diver.
    • Don’t go in overhead environments.
    • Don’t dive beyond your training.
    • Don’t forget your safety stop.
    • Don’t forget to log your dives. 

                              Don’t dive alone
For starters, choose a buddy whose skills and training are similar to your own. Spend time learning 
how each of you dives and how you’d each handle emergency situations. Practice safety procedures 
and stay current with such skills as air sharing, locating a lost buddy, first aid and CPR procedures.

All that said, training agen-
cies have begun offering solo 
diver certifications for suitably 
trained and experienced div-
ers. That’s because some divers, 
such as underwater photogra-
phers or videographers, may 
need the extra freedom that 
comes with diving solo. Quali-
fication for solo diver courses, 
however, include a minimum 
age, proof of scuba experience, 
and in some countries a certifi-
cate of medical fitness.
Don’t hold your breath.
Try to breath as normally as 
possible.
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Diving Safety



San Benito

Laureles

Rio
Hondo La Leona

Arroyo
City

Rangerville

Santa Maria

Harlingen
Combes

Primera

Palm Valley

La Feria

Santa Rosa

Los
Indios

La Paloma

Sanchez

Rancho
Viejo

Brownsville

Olmito

Palmito

South
Padre
Island

Laguna
Heights Port

Isabel

Boca
Chica

Laguna
Vista

Bayview

Los
Fresnos

77

77
83

83

83

281

281

281

281

83

83

77

2629
2629

507

507
507

508 508
509

509

106
106 106

803

803

1561

803

17321732

1421

1421

3248

802

1847

1419

1419

511

313

511

802

511

1847
3248

2519

1577

1577

732

732

509

509

509

675

8003067
506

5062556

1479

2994 2994

1479

1846

2520

2520

510 510
510

510
2480

1575 1847

3069

2925

2925

2925

2925

1847

1847

1847

1599

2

2

69E

69E

69E

30 - Cameron County • Resident Guide

Cameron County trails
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Kids Section

www.LincolnMarketing.us - 33



34 - Cameron County • Resident Guide

Safety tips
PARENTS:
• Teach your kids that an emergency is when you need help from a doctor, a police officer or a 
firefighter.

• Designate a safe place by your house that a child can go to if they need help right away.

• Have your kids memorize your address and phone numbers. They should also know your full 
name and where you work.

KIDS:
FIRE SAFETY
• If you or someone else is on fire - remember to STOP, 
DROP and ROLL. Wrap a blanket on the person to help 
put out the fire.

• If there is a fire, leave the house as fast as you can! 
Crawl on the floor to avoid smoke and if the door is 
hot, don’t open it - find another way out.

• Learn all the fire exits in your house. Assign a safe 
place outside for everyone to meet in case of a fire 
emergency.

HOME ALONE
• Never tell anyone that you are home alone.

• If someone calls and asks for your mom and dad, tell 
them “They cannot come to the phone right now, can 
you please call back later?”

• Do not answer the door, unless it is someone that 
you know your parents have okay‘d 
them to come over.
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FIRST AID FOR INSECT BITES/ANAPHYLAXIS & POISON SAFETY
INSECT BITES/ANAPHYLAXIS
Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction from insect bites (latex, food and drug al-
lergies can also cause Anaphylaxis). Typical symptoms include hives, the swelling 
of lips or eyes, swollen throat, drop in blood pressure, light headedness, confusion, 
nausea or diarrhea. If someone is having an allergic reaction from an insect bite 
with these symptoms:

POISON PREVENTION
Teach your children about poison and how it can look like a food or drink. They 
should always ask an adult before eating or drinking anything. Have them learn 

the poison control phone number: 1-800-222-
1222 and keep it programmed or posted near all 
your phones. Here are some prevention tips.

Lock up your poisons and medications. Keep 
them out of the reach of children, lock them up if 
possible. Make sure your children understand that 
medicine is not candy.
Follow directions carefully. Read your labels. Be 
sure to use and store all poisons and medications 
properly according to recommendations.

Keep 
your pets safe from household chemicals, too. 
Don’t allow pets near areas that have just been 
cleaned with chemicals, such as freshly mopped floors 
or bleached bathtubs and sinks. Clean up any anti-
freeze/coolant spills. Pets like the flavor but they can 
die if they ingest it. Store poisonous foods or plants 
in areas that your pets cannot access. Call your local 
emergency veterinary hospital if you believe your pet 
has been poisoned.
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Safety tips
FIRST AID FOR BURNS & CHOKING

BURNS
For minor 1st and 2nd degree burns smaller than 3” in diameter: Cool the Burn. Run 
cool water over the burned area for 5 minutes, or until the pain diminishes. Never put ice on 
a burn!

Bandage the burn with sterile gauze: 
It is important to use loosely wrapped gauze. This will avoid pressure and the bandage pro-
tects blisters. NEVER put lotions, vaseline, ointments or butter on burn. Do not break any blis-
ters, which can cause infection.

Take Aspirin, Ibuprofen, Naproxen or Acetaminophen to relieve pain: 
Minor burns usually heal with these basic treatments. Be aware for signs of infection which 
may include: increased pain, redness, fever, swelling or oozing. If symptoms develop, seek 
medical help. Avoid tanning the burned area for at least a year. Protect the area with sun-
screen outdoors. Avoid giving aspirin to children.

For 3rd degree burns/all major burns - DIAL 911
DO NOT run cold water over large severe burns - this can cause shock.
DO NOT remove burnt clothing.
Check for signs of breathing/coughing/movement.
If there are no signs of breathing begin CPR.
Elevate burned areas above heart level, if possible.
Cover the burn(s) with cool, sterile, moist bandages, towels or cloth.

CHOKING
Most people clutch at their throats when choking, an obvious symbol for help. However, if a 
person isn’t giving that signal, be alert for these indications. Inability to talk, difficulty breath-
ing or noisy breathing, inability to cough forcefully, skin/lips/nails turning blue, loss of con-
sciousness.

The Red Cross recommends a “five-and-five” method for first aid: First give five blows between 
the person’s shoulders with the heel of your hand. Second, perform the Heimlich maneuver 

(abdominal thrusts) five times. Alternate between five back blows and 
five abdominal thrusts until the blockage is dislodged.

IN AN EMERGENCY, DIAL 911


