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Local Area Events
JANUARY
Snofest | New Ulm
Baggin’ in the Street | New Ulm

FEBRUARY
Ice Fishing Derby | Sleepy Eye

MARCH
St. Patrick’s Day Parade | New Ulm
Trade Fair and Living History Event | 
New Ulm
Farm Show | New Ulm
Home & Health Show | New Ulm
Miss Sleepy Eye Coronation | Sleepy Eye
Fasching/Schell’s Bock Fest | New Ulm
State St. Theater Co. Winter Gala | New Ulm

APRIL
Easter Egg Hunt | Sleepy Eye
Annual Spring Gift & Craft Show | Odin

MAY
Bacchaus Fest | New Ulm
Mai Fest | New Ulm
Hot Dog Day | St. James

JUNE
Auto Fest | New Ulm
Riverside Days | Springfield
Taste of St. James | St. James
Railroad Days & Parade | St. James
Quiltistry (Held every other year) | New Ulm
Summer Sizzler | Butterfield
St. James Community Golf Invitational
Music in the Park (June-July) | St. James

JULY
Bavarian Blast | New Ulm
Blues Festival | Madelia
Park Days | Madelia
Watonwan County Fair | St. James
Party in the Park | Sleepy Eye
St. James Fireworks
Watona Blues Festival | Madelia

AUGUST
Brown County Free Fair | New Ulm
Fire Dept Hog Roast | Ormsby 
Buttered Corn Days Celebration | Sleepy Eye
Hillclimb | New Ulm
Watonwan County Relay for Life
Threshermen’s Steam and Gas Engine Show | 
Butterfield
Spikin’ in the Street | New Ulm
New Ulm Car & Bike Roll-In
Sleepy Eye Summerfest

SEPTEMBER
HermannFest | New Ulm
Younger Brothers Capture Reenactment | 
Madelia
Labor Day Celebration | Godahl
Godahl Day | St. James
Multicultural Fiesta | St. James
St. James Homecoming
Oktoberfest | Madelia

OCTOBER
Pumpkinfest | New Ulm
Oktoberfest | New Ulm
Odin Craft Mill Fall Boutique
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NOVEMBER
Shopping Opener | New Ulm
Parade of Lights | New Ulm
Holiday Craft & Gift Show | New Ulm
Razzle Dazzle Celebration | Madelia

DECEMBER
Christmas Luminaries | New Ulm
Winter Carnival | St. James
*For more information on events throughout 
Brown and Watonwan County, visit: 
www.exploreminnesota.com

*Events are subject to change.

https://chanhassendt.com/
https://www.megawashnewulm.com/
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Residential Services

Administration ..................................................................................................(507) 233-6600
Assessor .....................................................................................................................233-6606
Auditor/Treasurer .......................................................................................................233-6613
Brown County Heartland Express Bus Service ............................................................359-2717
Economic Development Partners................................................................................794-7992
Economic Support ......................................................................................................354-8246
Highway ....................................................................................................................233-5700 
Human Resources ......................................................................................................233-6605
License Bureau............................................................................................................359-6570               
Planning / Zoning.......................................................................................................233-6640
Records ......................................................................................................................233-6653
Sheriff ........................................................................................................................233-6700
Veterans Services .......................................................................................................233-6636

Brown County

Administration ..................................................................................................(507) 375-3294 
Assessor .....................................................................................................................375-1205
Auditor/Treasurer .......................................................................................................375-1210 
Court Services.............................................................................................................621-6005 
Information Technology .............................................................................................375-2525
Attorney......... .............................................................................................................375-3373
Extension ....................................................................................................................375-1275 
License Bureau............................................................................................................375-1219               
Land Management & Zoning.......................................................................................375-1225
Records ......................................................................................................................375-1216
Sheriff ........................................................................................................................375-3121
Public Works ............................................................................................................375-3393
Transportation....................................................................................................375-7385
Veterans Services .......................................................................................................375-1254

Watonwan County
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Brown County, named in the honor of Joseph Renshaw  Brown, a trader, businessman, 
Indian agent, politician, speculator, and inventor. Brown County was established on Febru-
ary 18, 1856 and named New Ulm the county seat. The size of Brown County covered forty-
two thousand square miles until it was reduced to its current size when Minnesota became a 
State in 1858 and more counties were founded.  Early settlement came mostly from Germans 
and Norwegians who were attracted to the rivers and lush prairies. The county’s population 
expanded rapidly after a railroad was extended from New Ulm to Springfield.  By 1900 the 
population of Brown County reached 19,787.  Today Brown County is home to approximately 
25,862 residents.

Brown County History

www.LincolnMarketing.us - 7

CITIES:
COBDEN – pop. 36
COMFREY – pop. 382
EVAN – pop. 86
HANSKA – pop. 402
NEW ULM – pop. 13,522 (County Seat)
SLEEPY EYE – pop. 3,599
SPRINGFIELD – pop. 2,152

TOWNSHIPS:
ALBIN – pop. 329
BASHAW – pop. 255
BURNSTOWN – pop. 260
COTTONWOOD – pop. 938
EDEN – pop. 321

HOME – pop. 800
LAKE HANSKA – pop. 322
LEAVENWORTH – pop. 336
LINDEN – pop. 343
MILFORD – pop. 793
MULLIGAN – pop. 245
NORTH STAR – pop. 325
PRAIRIEVILLE – pop. 346
SIGEL – pop. 432
STARK – pop. 384
STATELY – pop. 206

*Populations are approximate.

Brown County Communities

https://www.triumphbanks.com/


NEW ULM (COUNTY SEAT)
In 1856, New Ulm was founded and selected as Brown County seat and incorporated by Ger-
man settlers from Chicago, IL in 1857. New Ulm is named after the city of Ulm in the province 
of Wurttemberg, Germany because it was the home of many of the German settlers. The city 
acted as an important gateway and trading area as new settlers moved in.  New Ulm was near-
ly destroyed by Indians in 1862 after the Dakota Conflict and residents quickly rebuilt.  Today 
New Ulm is home to a rich German heritage and is home to a population of 13,522 residents.

SLEEPY EYE
Sleepy Eye is named after Sleepy Eye Lake which is located on the North and West side of the 
town.  Sleepy Eye Lake was named after a chief of a band of Sioux Indians named “ISH-TAK-
HA-BA” or Chief Sleepy Eye.  Sleepy Eye was settled in the early 1860’s  and was established in 
1872.  Early industry from the  flour mill in Sleepy Eye drew in larger populations.  Today Sleepy 
Eye is home to approximately 3,599 residents.

SPRINGFIELD
Springfield was settled in 1869 by predominantly Scandinavian, Irish and German immigrants. 
The original name of the settlement was Burns after railroads expanded and brought in new 
settlers.  It was incorporated in 1881 and changed its name to Springfield because of a natu-
ral flowing spring that is located within the city. Today Springfield is home to approximately 
2,152 residents.
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Brown County Communities

Watonwan County was named after the Watonwan River derived from the Dakota 
word Watonwan meaning “where fish bait bounds.”  The river flows east through the northern 
section of the county.  It was established in 1860  and in 1870 the directors of the St. Paul and 
Sioux City railroads decided to make the county seat, St. James, the midpoint between the 
two cities.  Today Watonwan County has a population of approximately 10,896 people. The 
county has twelve townships and eight cities.

www.LincolnMarketing.us - 9

Watonwan County History
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CITIES:
BUTTERFIELD – pop. 586
DARFUR – pop. 108
LA SALLE –pop. 87
LEWISVILLE – pop. 250
MADELIA – pop. 2,308
ODIN – pop. 106
ORMSBY – pop. 131
ST. JAMES – pop. 4,605 (County Seat)

TOWNSHIPS:
ADRIAN – pop. 173
ANTRIM – pop. 115
BUTTERFIELD – pop. 297
FIELDON – pop. 246
LONG LAKE – pop. 346
MADELIA – pop. 393
NELSON – pop. 309
ODIN – pop. 206
RIVERDALE – pop. 338
ROSENDALE – pop. 357
ST. JAMES – pop. 294
SOUTH BRANCH – pop. 303
*Populations are approximate.

BUTTERFIELD
Butterfield started by 10 men and 7 women, making the total population 17. That was in 1870, 
two years later the first store was built in the city.  It was torn down soon after due to lack 
of business but over the next 20 years the populations (and number of stores) would grow 
significantly.  By 1895 the population was over 400, the city had several stores, a school and a 
handful of churches.  The population didn’t grow much over the next 100 years, the maximum 
population reaching 634 in 1980. The current population is approximately 586.

MADELIA
Madelia was originally named Wapaca when it was established on September 10, 1857.  Its 
name was changed in memory of the daughter of one of the founding fathers, Philander 
Hartshorn.  Madelia is home to the place of capture of the Younger Brothers, who were both 
members of the Jesse James gang.  Both men were captured after the famous Northfield bank 
robbery. Madelia currently is home to approximately 2,308 residents.

ST. JAMES (COUNTY SEAT)
St. James the county seat of Watonwan County, was named by the president of the railroad E.F. 
Drake and future Governor of Minnesota Henry Hastings Sibley in 1867.  It was built up after 
the railroad was extended 22 miles from Lake Crystal to its current location. Today St. James 
boasts a population of approximately 4,605 residents.

Watonwan County Communities
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Commitment and Time: Owning a pet is a long-term commitment. Before bringing a pet home, consider 
your lifestyle and ensure you have enough time to spend with your pet. Dogs, cats, and many other animals 
require attention, exercise, and mental stimulation.

Choose the Right Pet for Your Lifestyle: Different pets have varying needs, temperaments, and activity 
levels. Research and select a pet that fits well with your lifestyle, living situation, and family dynamics. Whether 
you choose a dog, cat, bird, fish, or any other animal, make sure you can provide for its specific needs.

Proper Nutrition: Feed your pet a balanced and nutritious diet suitable for their species and age. Consult with 
a veterinarian to determine the best food options for your pet’s health and well-being.

Regular Exercise: Most pets need regular physical activity to stay healthy and happy. Engage in playtime and 
exercise with your pet daily, as it helps prevent obesity and provides mental stimulation.

Routine Veterinary Care: Schedule regular check-ups with a veterinarian to monitor your pet’s health, get 
necessary vaccinations, and address any concerns. Early detection of health issues can often lead to better 
outcomes.

Spaying/Neutering: Consider spaying or neutering your pet if you don’t plan on breeding. This helps control 
the pet population and can have health benefits for your pet.

Training and Socialization: Properly train your pet to follow basic commands and have good manners. 
Socialize them with other animals and people from a young age to prevent behavioral issues later on.

Provide a Safe Environment: Ensure that your home and yard are safe for your pet. Remove hazards, keep 
toxic substances out of reach, and provide appropriate shelter from extreme weather conditions.

Grooming: Regular grooming is essential for most pets. Brush their fur, trim nails, and clean their ears as 
needed to keep them comfortable and healthy.

Identification and Microchipping: Keep identification tags with your current contact information on your 
pet’s collar. Consider microchipping your pet as an extra mea- sure to ensure they can be identified if lost.

Love and Attention: Pets thrive on love and attention 
from their owners. Spend quality time with your pet, 
provide affection, and build a strong bond.

Respect and Understanding: Learn to understand your 
pet’s body language and behavior. Respect their boundaries 
and feelings, and avoid forcing them into uncomfortable 
situations.

So, You have decided to get a pet... NOW WHAT??
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Patience and Forgiveness: Pets, especially young ones, can be mischievous or have accidents. Be patient with 
them during the training process and forgive any mistakes they make along the way.

Emergency Preparedness: Have a plan in place for emergencies, including natural disasters. Know how to 
evacuate with your pet safely if needed.

If you have just rescued / adopted a new fur baby, please it is important to remember the 3-3-3 RULE:

3 Days: 
In the first 3 days being in its new home, they will be feeling overwhelmed, scared & unsure of what is going 
on. They may also be uncomfortable being “themselves”, and may not want to eat or drink. They may want to 
“shut down” or hide under a bed or in a crate, and they will test boundaries.

3 Weeks:
At this point, they may be a lot more comfortable & settling in. Learning a new routine can be overwhelming, 
so please be patient. By now they may have figured out the new environment & accepted that this may be their 
FURever home. Their personality traits will start to show, as well as any behavior issue that may be present.

3 Months: 
For most fur babies, 3 months is enough time to finally be comfortable and begin to build trust and a true bond. 
A sense of security may be present & a set routine will help this process. 

Please know that this is not the rule with every rescued or adopted pet, as some may need 6 months to a year to 
adjust & adapt, depending on MANY factors. Age of animal, what type of an environment did they come from? 

Dog Park at South 
German Park
527 S German St.
New Ulm
507-359-8344
Saint James Unleashed 
Dog Park
33890 733rd Ave. | St. James

DOG PARKS

www.LincolnMarketing.us - 13
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https://www.alliancebanks.com/
https://www.knuj.net/
https://www.saintsbaseball.com/
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Area Attractions
August Schell Brewing Company
1860 Schell’s Rd. | New Ulm | (507) 354-5528

Band Box Recreation
612 1st Ave. South | St. James |
(507) 375-4021

Brown County Historical Society
2 N Broadway St. | New Ulm | (507) 233-2616

Brown County Veterans Memorial
14 S State St. | New Ulm | (507) 233-6636

Brown County Vietnam Memorial
200 N. German St. | New Ulm

Cathedral of the Holy Trinity
605 N State St. | New Ulm | (507) 233-7729

Center Creek Orchard
663 254th Ave. | East Chain Township | 
(507) 773-4547

Defender’s Monument
Center Street | New Ulm

Glockenspiel
327 N Minnesota St. | New Ulm

Grand Opera House
502 First Ave. S | St. James | (507) 621-0274

Harkin Store
66250 Co. Rd. 21 | New Ulm | (507) 628-5591

Heritage Tree
101 S Minnesota St. | New Ulm

Hermann Monument
10 Monument St. | New Ulm

Jeffers Petroglyphs
27160 Co. Rd. 2 | Comfrey | (507) 628-5591

John Lind House
622 Center St. | New Ulm | (507) 354-8802

Kiesling House
220 N Minnesota St. | New Ulm |
(507) 233-2616

Lake Crystal Area Recreation Center
621 W Nathan St. | Lake Crystal | 
(507) 726-6730

Madelia Lanes
416 1st St. SE | Madelia | (507) 642-3322

Madelia Swimming Pool & Water Slide
519 Dill Ave. SW | Madelia | (507) 642-8952

Madelia Theater
104 West Main St. | Madelia | (507) 642-5555

Minnesota Music Hall of Fame
27 N Broadway St. | New Ulm | 
(507) 354-7305

Morgan Creek Vineyards
23707 478th Ave. | New Ulm | 
(507) 947-3547

New Ulm Civic Center
1212 North Franklin St. | New Ulm |
(507) 233-8400

New Ulm’s Glockenspiel
327 N Minnesota St. | New Ulm |
(507) 233-4300

Odin Craft Mill
109 1st St. | Odin | (507) 621-0599

Princess Theater
505 1st Ave. S | St. James | (507) 375-4370

Riverside Environmental Learning 
Center
101 S Front St. | New Ulm | (507) 766-5770

Roundhouse Inc./City of St. James 
307 Tiell Dr. | St. James | (507) 375-4147

Skate Park
315 1st N St. | New Ulm | (507) 359-8344

Skate Park
38 7th Ave. S | St. James | (507) 375-3241

Sleepy Eye Depot Museum
200 Oak St. Northwest | Sleepy Eye |
(507) 766-1961

Springfield Community Center
33 South Cass Ave. | Springfield |
(507) 723-3517

St. James Golf Course
77818 MN-60 | St. James | (507) 942-7484

St. James Historical Society & Museum
602 Third Ave. S | Saint James | (507) 380-7024

St. James Walking Art Tour
Pick up a brochure at the St. James Chamber 
Office | 602 2nd Ave. S | Saint James | 
(507) 375-3333

The Grand Center for Arts & Culture
210 N Minnesota St. | New Ulm | 
(507) 359-9222 

The Hermann Monument Society
10 Monument St. | New Ulm

The Lyric 3 Cinemas
1 North German St. | New Ulm | 
(507) 354-9050

Truman Historical Association Museum
109 West Ciro St. | Truman | (507) 776-7889

Turner Hall
102 S State St. | New Ulm | (507) 354-4916

Veigel’s Kaiserhoff
221 North Minnesota St. | New Ulm |
(507) 359-2071

Wanda Gag House
226 N Washington St. | New Ulm | 
(507) 359-2632

Watonwan County Courthouse
710 2nd Ave. S | St James | (507) 621-6005

Watonwan County Historical Museum
423 Dill Ave. SW | Madelia | (507) 642-3247

Way of the Cross
1324 5th N St. | New Ulm

www.LincolnMarketing.us - 17
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Hunting Seasons
For general information on firearm safety training call: 1 (888) 646-6367 or (651) 296-6157.

Contact the MN DNR for specific zone areas/dates:
Online: www.dnr.state.mn.us, Toll Free: 1 (888) 665-4236.

You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses by phone: 1 (888) 665-4236.

HUNTING
Bear
08/16/24 Baiting start date - Permit areas & 
no-quota area
09/1/24 - 10/13/24 Permit areas & 
no-quota area

Deer
09/14/24 - 12/31/24 Archery - Statewide
10/17/24 - 10/20/24 Early Antlerless 
10/17/24 - 10/20/24 Youth - Statewide
11/9/24 - 11/24/24 Firearm (Season A) 100 
Series permit areas
11/9/24 - 11/17/24 Firearm (Season A) 200 & 
300 Series permit areas
11/23/24 - 12/1/24 Firearm (Season B) 300 
Series permit areas
11/30/24 - 12/15/24 Muzzleloader - Statewide

Badger
10/19/24 - 03/16/25 North furbearer zone
10/26/24 - 03/16/25 South furbearer zone

Bobcat
12/14/24 - 01/19/25 
North of I-94 & U.S. Highway 10

Fox, Gray & Red
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Opossum
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Rabbit
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Jack - Statewide
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Cottontail & Snowshoe 
Hare - Statewide

Raccoon
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Squirrel, Gray & Fox
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Gray & Fox - Statewide

Grouse
09/14/24 - 01/1/25 Ruffed & Spruce - Statewide
09/21/24 - 12/4/24 Sharp-Tailed - 
Northwest zone

Pheasant
10/12/24 - 01/1/25 Ring-Necked - Statewide

Wild Turkey
04/17/24 - 05/31/24 Spring - Youth - Statewide
04/17/24 - 05/31/24 Spring - Archery - Statewide
04/17/24 - 04/23/24 Spring - A season - Statewide
04/24/24 - 04/30/24 Spring - B season - Statewide
05/1/24 - 05/7/24   Spring - C season - Statewide
05/8/24 - 05/14/24   Spring - D season - Statewide
05/15/24 - 05/21/24 Spring - E season - Statewide
05/22/24 - 05/31/24 Spring - F season - Statewide
09/28/24 - 10/27/24 Fall - Statewide
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TRAPPING
Badger
10/19/24 - 03/16/25 North furbearer zone
10/26/24 - 03/16/25 South furbearer zone

Bobcat
12/14/24 - 01/19/25 North of I-94 & U.S. 
Highway 10

Fox
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 Gray & Red - North 
furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 Gray & Red - South 
furbearer zone

Opossum
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Rabbit
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Jack - Statewide
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Cottontail & Snowshoe 
Hare - Statewide

Raccoon
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 North furbearer zone
10/19/24 - 03/15/25 South furbearer zone

Squirrel
09/14/24 - 02/28/25 Gray & Fox - Statewide

*Check the MN DNR website for updates.
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us
or scan the QR code

https://renaissancefest.com/


BUTTERFIELD
BUTTERFIELD HARDWARE 
116 2ND ST N 
BUTTERFIELD , MN 56120
(507) 956-2161

MADELIA
RJ’S ADVENTURES
225 BENZEL AVE NW
MADELIA
(507) 304-2574

TRUE VALUE
2 W MAIN ST
MADELIA , MN 56062
(507) 642-3315

NEW ULM
BROWN COUNTY LICENSE 
BUREAU
1900 N FRANKLIN ST
NEW ULM , MN 56073
(507) 359-6572

CASH WISE FOODS
1220 WESTRIDGE RD
NEW ULM , MN 56073
(507) 354-2717

FREEDOM VALU #25
627 N MINNESOTA ST
NEW ULM , MN 56073
(507) 359-1569

HYVEE FOOD STORE INC 
#1441
2015 S BROADWAY
NEW ULM , MN 56073
(507) 354-8255

NEW ULM (CONTD.)
NAPA AUTO PARTS
1720 N BROADWAY
NEW ULM , MN 56073
(507) 354-8886

R&R BAIT AND TACKLE 
1405 N BROADWAY 
NEW ULM , MN 56073
(507) 354-5318

RUNNINGS #08
2107 N GARDEN
NEW ULM , MN 56073
(507) 401-5110

WAL-MART SUPERCENTER 
#3760
1720 WESTRIDGE RD
NEW ULM , MN 56073
(507) 354-0900

SLEEPY EYE
EXPRESSWAY SLEEPY EYE
509 W MAIN ST
SLEEPY EYE , MN 56082
(507) 794-3330

FREEDON VALU CENTER
400 W MAIN ST
SLEEPY EYE , MN 56085
(507) 794-5724

SLEEPY EYE HARDWARE 
LLC
1200 MAIN ST E
SLEEPY EYE , MN 56085
(507) 794-3611

SPRINGFIELD
RUNNINGS #06
1115 W CENTRAL
SPRINGFIELD , MN 56087
(507) 723-6263

ST JAMES
JALO HARDWARE INC
423 1ST AVE S
ST JAMES , MN 56081
(507) 375-4151

LAKESIDE SERVICE
220 TIELL DR
ST JAMES , MN 56081
(507) 375-3842
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DNR License Centers
You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses, cross-country ski passes and snowmobile trail stickers

through the Electronic License System. Online www.dnr.state.mn.us, Toll Free: 1 (888) 646-6367
Or visit one of the ELS agents available throughout the area:

Parks & Recreation
FLANDREAU STATE PARK
(507) 233-9800  | New Ulm | 
1300 Summit Ave.
Located in New Ulm, Flandreau State 
Park,  features a swimming beach, fishing 
opportunities,  picnic areas, a sand volleyball 
pit and hiking trails. 

LAKE HANSKA COUNTY PARK
(507) 439-6411 | Hanska | Countryview Rd.
Located in Hanksa, Lake Hanska County 
Park features a campground, picnic areas, a 
swimming beach, fishing pier and is open 
year round. 

LOST DOG & FOX HUNTERS PARK
(507) 439-6411 | New Ulm
This day use park offers 360 feet of lake 
frontage with a dock, two picnic shelters, 
sand volleyball, playground equipment and 
open areas.

MARTI LANDING
(507) 439-6411 | New Ulm 
Located near New Ulm, Marti Landing offers 
DNR public access to the Cottonwood River 
as well as fishing opportunities.

MEMORIAL PARK /ST. JAMES LAKE
(507) 375-3241 | St. James | 808 1st St. S
Located on St. James Lake in St. James, 
Memorial Park offers fishing docks, 
skateboard park, horseshoes, sand volleyball, 
picnic tables, two park shelters, and the St. 
James Area Bike Trail.

MOUND CREEK COUNTY PARK
(507) 233-6640 | Sanborn 
Located on 316 acres in Springfield, Mound 
Creek Park features a 9 hole disc golf course, 
scenic river trail, boat launch, fishing 
opportunities, and a picnic area. 

TREML COUNTY PARK
(507) 439-6411  | Leavenworth
Located on 18.2 acres, Treml County Park 
features picnic  areas, open play areas and 
nature trails.

www.LincolnMarketing.us - 21



INLAND WATERS
Lake Trout
12/30/23 - 03/31/24
Lakes entirely within the BWCA
Lake Trout
01/13/24 - 03/31/24  
Lakes partially or completely outside the 
BWCA
Bullhead
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Burbot (eelpout)
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Channel Catfish
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Cisco (tullibee), whitefish
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Crappie
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Gar
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Other
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Perch
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Rock Bass
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Smelt
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Sunfish
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
White Bass
03/01/24 - 02/28/25
Flathead Catfish
04/01/24 - 11/30/24
Largemouth Bass
05/11/24 - 02/23/25 
Northeastern Minnesota

Northern Pike
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Sauger
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Smallmouth Bass
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Northeastern Minnesota
Walleye
05/11/24 - 02/23/25
Largemouth Bass
05/25/24 - 02/28/25, 
Statewide except the northeast
Smallmouth Bass
05/25/24 - 09/08/24, 
Statewide except the northeast
Sturgeon - catch-and-release
06/16/24 - 04/14/25
Smallmouth Bass - catch-and-release
09/09/24 - 02/23/25, 
Statewide except the northeast

*Contact the MN DNR for specific zone information/
dates: 
1 (888) 646-6367
www.dnr.state.mn.us
scan the QR code
(Fishing licenses are effective from March 1 to the last day of 

February of the following year. A fishing license for the current 

2024-25 license year is effective until Feb. 29, 2025.)

Fishing seasons
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Recreation Trails
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Be Aware of your
Surroundings

Drink lots
of Water!

Bicycle Hand Signals

NO TRESPASSING

PRIVATE
PROPERTY

Snowmobile Safety Snowmobile Hand Signals

Know
Your
ATV

Read the owner’s manual
and know your vehicle thoroughly. • Check your vehicle before you ride. • Wear protec-
tive equipment and clothing. • Don’t lend your vehicle to unskilled riders. • Supervise 
young or inexperienced riders. • Never carry a passenger on vehicles meant for one 
rider. • Do not operate under the influence of drugs or alcohol. • Drive at speeds that 
are appropriate to trail conditions. • Stay to the right on trails. • Stay away from thin 
ice, open water and wetlands • Know the weather forecast. • Make sure headlights and 
taillights work properly. • Maintain safe distances between other riders. • Reduce your 
speed when riding at night. • Yield to other motor vehicles and trail users. • Young or 
beginning riders are encouraged to take a safety training course.                                       

Bicycle Safety ATV Safety

 • Always wear a properly fitting bike helmet 
as most serious injuries are to the head. • Be 
sure your handlebars, seat and wheels fit 
snugly. • Keep your bike in good shape by 
checking and oiling your chain, making sure 
your brakes work properly and maintaining 
your tire pressure. • Always ride with both 
hands on the handlebars except when do-
ing turn signals. • When leaving a driveway, 
curb or alleyway always stop and check for 
traffic in both directions. • Cross only at in-
tersections. • Use the crosswalk to walk your 
bike across busy intersections and follow 
the traffic signals. • Never ride against traf-
fic. Travel in the same direction as the cars. • 
Whenever you can, use bike routes and avoid 
busy streets. • Don’t ride near parked cars as 
doors can open and cause accidents. • Obey all 
traffic signs and traffic lights. • When biking 
with friends, ride in a single file. • Always pass 
other bikers or pedestrians on the left and say  
“On your left!” to make your presence known. 
• Always use bicycle hand signals to alert traf-
fic of your changing direction.

• Do not consume alcohol or take drugs prior to or 
during your snowmobile trip. Doing so increases your 
chances of injury or death.• Slow down and don’t cut 
to the inside of the trail corners.  It’s dangerous and il-
legal. • If you snowmobile at night, don’t override your 
lights. • Always use the buddy system. Never ride off 
alone. • Drowning is one of the causes of many snow-
mobile fatalities. Whenever possible, avoid the ice. • 
Wear sensible, protective clothing designed for oper-
ating a snowmobile. • Use a full size helmet, goggles, 
or visor to prevent injuries from twigs, stones, ice 
chips and other debris. • Avoid wearing long scarves. 
They may get caught in moving parts of the snowmo-
bile. • Know the terrain you are going to ride. If un-
familiar to you, ask someone who has traveled over 
it before. • Know the weather forecast, especially the 
ice and snow conditions. • Be sure your snowmobile 
is in top-notch mechanical condition throughout the 
months of use. • Familiarize yourself with the snow-
mobile you are driving. Thoroughly read the manual 
that accompanies the snowmobile. • Do not pursue 
domestic or wild animals. That is not the conduct of a 
sportsman. Report such violations to the nearest law 
enforcement  officer.

Please 
respect private 

property and no 
trespassing signs.  Stay on 

trails. Exercise extreme caution 
on all lakes and streams. Obey all 

state and local laws and ordinances. Do 
not operate snowmobiles/ATV’s on county 
roads or state highways.
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