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Local Area Events
January
Vendor Fair – Hills 
New Year’s Party – Hills 
Burger Feed – Edgerton
Winterfest – Worthington

February 
Broomball Tournament – Hills 
Hot Dog and Chili Supper – Edgerton
Winter Pops Concert – Worthington

March 
Spring Vendor Craft Fair – Hills 
Easter Bunny at the Legion – Hills 
Daffodil Days – Edgerton
Spring Portrait Event – Worthington

April
Citywide Rummage Sale – Hills 
Pork Supper – Edgerton 
City-Wide Rummages – Edgerton 
Easter Egg Hunt – Rushmore

May
Buffalo Days Cruise-In – Luverne 
Citywide Rummage Sale – Luverne
Memorial Day Pancake Breakfast – Edgerton 
Ghost Walk Tours – Pipestone 
City Band Concerts – Worthington

June
Buffalo Days Arts in the Park – Luverne 
Tractor Pull – Hills
Friendship Days – Hills 
Rock the Edge Praise and Worship – Edgerton 
Water Tower Festival – Pipestone 
“Melted” Ice Fishing Derby – Hills
Windsurfing Regatta – Worthington 
Regatta Bike Ride – Worthington 
Unvarnished Music Festival – Worthington 
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July 
Hot Dog Nite – Luverne 
Rock County Fair – Luverne 
Tractor Pull – Hill
Dutch Festival – Edgerton 
Love of the Land Rendezvous – Pipestone 
Pipestone Pow Wow
Fourth of July Lakeside Concert –
Worthington 
Old Fashioned Fourth of July – Worthington 
International Festival – Worthington 
Rims and Ribs – Adrian 

August
Art Rocks – Luverne 
Tales from the Graves – Luverne 
Cardinal Pride Weekend – Luverne 
Jasper Quartziter Days – Jasper 
All-School Reunion – Jasper 
Relay for Life – Edgerton 
Pipestone Civil War Days
Cruisin’ Downtown Worthington 
Nobles County Fair – Worthington 
Swampy Days – Bigelow 

September
Main Street Harvest & Health Jam – Luverne 
Tri-State Band Festival – Luverne 
Dirty Bird Mud Run – September 
Pipestone National Monument Public Lands 
Day – Pipestone 
Highway 75 Market Days – Pipestone 
Pancake Breakfast – Edgerton 
Fall Rummages – Edgerton 
King Turkey Day – Worthington 
10K Race – Worthington 

October
Fall Festival – Hills 
Run Crazy Horse Marathon – Jasper 
Chili Cook-Off – Pipestone
Halloween at Pioneer Village – Worthington

November
Holiday Studio Tour – Luverne 
Museum Holiday Fair – Pipestone 
Meatball Supper – Pipestone 
Gun Show – Pipestone 
Community Thanksgiving
Dinner – Worthington

December
Winterfest – Luverne 
New Year’s Eve Party – Hills 
Customer Appreciation – Hills 
Kaffi Ti – Pipestone
Christmas at Pioneer Village – Worthington 
Christmas Tree Forest – Worthington 
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Pipestone County
Administrator .........................................................................................507) 825-6742
Ambulance .....................................................................................................825-6770
Assessor ..........................................................................................................825-6750
Attorney .........................................................................................................825-4267
Auditor ...........................................................................................................825-6740
Buildings and Grounds ....................................................................................825-6772
Conservation and Zoning ................................................................................825-6765
Corrections and Probation ..............................................................................825-6890
Court Administration ......................................................................................825-6730
Emergency Management ................................................................................825-6771
Highway .........................................................................................................825-6710
Human Resources ...........................................................................................825-6760
Human Services, SWHHS .................................................................................825-5024
Information Technology ..................................................................................825-6824
Recorder .........................................................................................................825-6755
Sheriff .............................................................................................................825-6700
Transit .............................................................................................................825-6708
Treasurer .........................................................................................................825-6745
University of Minnesota Extension, Pipestone County ....................................825-6715
Veteran Services .............................................................................................825-6771
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Residential Services

Rock County
Administrator / Emergency Management Director .................................(507) 283-5065
Attorney ......................................................................................................... 283-9111
Auditor / Treasurer ..........................................................................................283-5060
Corrections / Probation Director ..................................................................... 283-5077
Heartland Express ...........................................................................................283-5058
Highway Department .....................................................................................283-5010
Land Management Office / Planning and Zoning / SWCD ............................... 283-8862
Lands Records Office / Recording and Assessing .............................................. 283-5022
License Center .................................................................................................283-5024
Public Health / SWHHS....................................................................................283-5066
Sheriff ............................................................................................................ 283-5000
Social Services / SWHHS .................................................................................. 283-5070
Veterans Services ............................................................................................ 283-5061
State of Minnesota Court Administrator, Rock County .................................... 283-5020
University of Minnesota Extension, Rock County .............................................283-1302

Nobles County
Administrator ........................................................................................(507) 295-5201
Assessor ..........................................................................................................295-5208
Attorney .........................................................................................................295-5298
Auditor-Treasurer ............................................................................................295-5258
Community Services Director ..........................................................................295-5213
Emergency Management ................................................................................295-5212
Environmental Services Director ......................................................................295-5322
Finance Director ..............................................................................................295-5250
Information Technology Director .....................................................................295-5255
Library Director ...............................................................................................295-5340
Park Superintendent .......................................................................................468-2224
Public Works Director ......................................................................................295-5322
Recorder .........................................................................................................295-5268
Rock Nobles Community Corrections ..............................................................295-5310
Sheriff .............................................................................................................295-5400
Veterans Services ............................................................................................295-5292

http://www.korthauction.com
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Rock County Communities
Beaver Creek:
Incorporated in 1884 after Worthington and Sioux Falls railroad chugged through the area. Charles Williams, a 
local developer, donated 80 acres to the area and the first post office was constructed in his home. Beaver Creek 
is now home to about 300 people.

Hills:
Hills, MN is a flat area with rolling plains. Not named after the topography of the area, but after the president of 
Sioux city, Fredric C. Hills. Hills, MN is home to approximately 800 people.

Jasper: 
Named after a type of quartz rock, Jasper is a small town near the border of South Dakota. In 1927 a local 
photographer by the name  of Lucille Handberg, took a picture of a tornado, that was later used by famous bands 
Deep Purple & Siouxsie and the Banshees  as their album covers. Jasper is now home to around 650 people.

Luverne (County Seat):
The perfect place to raise a family, Luverne, MN has both modern influence and old school charm. The town motto 
is “Love the Life!”  It is best known for the friendly atmosphere and happy residents. A great place to stop in and 
visit for a day, or take the week off and enjoy all it has to offer. There is something for everybody in Luverne.  With 
its well maintained parks and clean atmosphere, you won’t regret visiting the area. Luverne is home to around 
4,800 residents.

Magnolia:
In its early years Magnolia was called Drake after Elias F. Drake, president of the Minnesota Valley Railroad who 
had a large farm here. In May 0f 1886  it was re-named Magnolia after the village in Rock county Wisconsin. The 
suggestion came from Philo Hawes, who had lived in WI previously. It is now home to around 220 people. 

Steen:
Named after immigrants from Norway, John P. Steen and his brother, Ole P. Steen, was platted in the summer 
of 1888 and incorporated in 1942. Settled by German immigrants, it was originally called Virginia. The first post 
office was located in a furniture store. It is now home to around 170 people. 
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Rock County History

Rock County was founded in 1857. It is located in the southwestern corner of Minneso-
ta and borders South Dakota and Iowa. The county gets its name from a quartzite rock outcrop 
called “the Mound,” which spans three square miles and is 175 feet high at its highest point. Its 
county seat is Luverne, which hosts fun, unique festivals throughout the year. Citizens of Rock 
County played an important role during World War II, and the county houses war artifacts at its 
military museum and county historical museum.   Rock County is the place to go to visit prairie 
land: there are 1,500 acres of vibrant prairie filled with wildlife at Blue Mound State Park, and 
800 acres of untilled prairie land at Touch the Sky Prairie. It is also home to an array of local 
businesses. Rock County is home to approximately 9,687 residents.

Cities:
  
Beaver Creek
Hardwick
Hills
Jasper 
Kanaranzi
Kenneth
Luverne
Magnolia
Steen

  

Townships:

Battle Plain Township
Beaver Creek Township
Clinton Township
Denver Township
Kanaranzi Township
Luverne Township
Magnolia Township
Martin Township
Mound Township
Rose Dell Township
Springwater Township
Vienna Township
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Nobles County Communities
Bigelow:
In 1871 Bigelow appeared on the map. The town was named after St. Paul Fire & Marine Insurance Company 
president Charles Henry Bigelow (who also was director of  the St. Paul & Sioux City Railway). After the railway 
passed through the town in 1872, it began its rise. Started with only a tent, for refuge, for construction workers, 
it is now home to approximately 240 people.

Brewster:
Originally named Hershy, the towns name was changed to Brewster to avoid confusion (there was already a town 
named Hershy in WI. along the same St. Paul & Sioux City Railway). Established in 1872 and beginning with a 
lumber yard, blacksmith and grain business, the first president of the village was Leon Morris. Of the 28 ballots 
cast, only 1 person opposed the presidency. Brewster is now home to about 470 people. 

Rushmore:
The Worthington and Sioux Falls Railway was the sole reason the town was devoloped. For the first two years, it 
was uninhabited. Then in May of 1878 S.M. Rushmore arrived form New York City, along with others, and opened 
a general store. In August of 1878 the town was renamed Rushmore (formerly Miller Station) after the pioneer 
that brought the  crowds in. It is now home to around 340 people.

Wilmont:
After a dispute on the part of residents over the name of the town (some wanting Willumet, others wanting 
Lamont) an agreement was made on Wilmont. For twenty one years the area had no easy form of transportation 
but in 1899 the Burlington railroad was created, providing access to others in the area.  The town is now home to 
approximately 350 residents.

Worthington (County Seat):
Like most other towns in the area, Worthington owes its existence to the railroads. In 1871, the St. Paul & Sioux 
City Railway Company set a path, and a town was born. The Homestead Act (which gave settlers 160 acres of land, 
free of charge, as long as they improved the land) had people in a frenzy to settle land. Worthington is now called 
a micropolitan area and is home to an estimated 12,900 residents.

Nobles County was established in 1857. It is named after William H. Nobles, a Minne-
sota legislator. After Sioux Native Americans killed over 35 white settlers during the Spirit Lake 
Massacre of 1857, many remaining settlers moved away. The St. Paul and Sioux City Railroad 
(now the Union Pacific Railroad) was built in 1871 and attracted more settlers. Worthington, 
an agricultural hub near beautiful Lake Okabena, was appointed as county seat in 1873. Today, 
Nobles County is home to about 21,378 residents. Visit to enjoy the county’s wonderful historic 
district, public parks, and more. 
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Nobles County History

Cities:
  
Adrian
Bigelow
Brewster
Dundee
Ellsworth
Kinbrae
Lismore
Round Lake
Rushmore
Wilmont
Worthington

Townships:

Bigelow Township
Bloom Township
Dewald Township
Elk Township
Graham Lakes Township
Grand Prairie Township
Hersey Township
Indian Lake Township
Larkin Township
Leota Township
Lismore Township
Little Rock Township
Lorain Township
Olney Township
Ransom Township
Seward Township
Summit Lake Township
Westside Township
Wilmont Township
Worthington Township
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Pipestone County Communities

Edgerton:
In 1876, Alonzo Kingsbury, A.A. Dodge and M. M. Gunsolus claimed land in the area, now known as Edgerton. 
Three years later, the Southern Minnesota Railroad rolled through the area and boosted visitation to the town. It 
is now home to around 1,200 people.

Jasper :
Named after a type of quartz rock, Jasper is a small town near the border South Dakota. In 1927 a local 
photographer by the name  of Lucille Handberg, took a picture of a tornado, that was later used by famous bands 
Deep Purple & Siouxsie and the Banshees  as their album covers. Jasper is now home to around 650 people.

Pipestone (County Seat):
Named after the soft stone, formed from passing glaciers, pipestone was used by native americans to make pipes 
for religious ceremonies. It was entirely populated by Native Americans untill the area was founded by Charles 
Bennett and Daniel Sweet in 1876. It was incorporated in 1881. Nowadays, Pipestone is a leader in wind technol-
ogy and is thriving because of it.  Almost 800 wind towers  create the areas top resource. It is home to approxi-
mately 4,200 residents.
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Pipestone County History

Pipestone County has been home to mammoth-hunters circa 8000 BC, Dakota and Sioux 
Native American tribes in the 1600’s, French traders and explorers during America’s initial 
settlement, and many more. Both the county and its county seat, Pipestone, were named after 
their red pipestone quarries. Pipestone County was founded in 1857, but was considered dan-
gerous “Indian Territory” until about 1863. In the decades that followed, Pipestone became a 
thriving railroad town lined with beautiful buildings constructed with Sioux quartzite from the 
county’s own quarries.  Today, Pipestone is home to about 9,596 residents and offers a popular 
historic district, a performing arts center, festivals, three local airports, and more. 

Cities:
  
Edgerton
Hatfield
Holland
Ihlen
Jasper 
Pipestone
Ruthton
Trosky
Woodstock

Townships:

Aetna Township
Altona Township
Burke Township
Eden Township
Elmer Township
Fountain Prairie Township
Grange Township
Gray Township
Osborne Township
Rock Township
Sweet Township
Troy Township
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 • Know where you can take shelter in seconds.
 • Have a place, everyone knows, to go to after
    the storm has passed.
 • Flying Debris is the biggest danger during a 
    tornado. Your shelter space should have
    mattresses or thick blankets around, to
    protect yourselves.
 • Do Not oPeN YouR WiNDoWS to try &
    “equalize the pressure.” this only makes it
    easier for debris to injure you.
 • Also, StAY AWAY FRom WiNDoWS!

 • Constant rotation of the clouds base.
 • Flying/Rotating Debris under the cloud.
    tornados Don’t Always have a visible funnel.
 • Heavy Rain or Hail followed by either by an
    eerie Calm in the storm or Rapid wind changes
    & shifts.
 • Listen for loud, continuous rumbling with
    no breaks in it like thunder.

Precautions:

Things to Look and Listen For:

Lightning Distance Tracker
You can figure out how far away the

lightning is from you like this...
Count the seconds inbetween the flash 

of lightning & the crack of thunder.
Divide the number of seconds by 5 & 

you have your distance in miles.

0 seconds
0 miles

5 seconds
1.08 miles

20 seconds
4.35 miles

60 seconds
13.06 miles

Do Not Open Your
Windows!
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Tornado Safety
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Parks & Recreation
Blue Mounds State Park
Luverne | (507) 283-1307

Touch the Sky Prairie
Luverne | (507) 283-4061

City Park 
Luverne | (888) 283-4061

Pipestone National Park
919 N. Hiawatha Ave. | Pipestone | (507) 825-2455

Jeffers Petroglyphs Historic Site
27160 510th Ave | Comfrey |(507) 628-5591

Erickson Park 
700-798 6th St. SE | Pipestone | (507) 825-5464

Split Rock Creek State Park
336 50th Avenue | Jasper | (507) 825-2020

All Nobles County Parks
Worthington | (507) 468-2224

Maka-Oicu County Park
Fulda

Fury’s Island County Park
Fulda

Hawkeye County Park
Round Lake

Midway County Park
Adrian

Sportsman County Park
Worthington

Pickeral County Park
Worthington

Sunrise Prairie County Park

http://www.deerequipment.com
http://www.walmart.com
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Burlington Cedar Rapids and
Northern Depot
400 N. Hiawatha Ave. | Pipestone |
(507) 825-2563

Pioneer Village
1600 Stower Dr. | Worthington |
(507) 376-3125

Nobles Historical Museum
407 12th St., Suite 2 | Worthington |
(507) 376-4431

Nobles County Art Center
407 12th St., Suite 3 | Worthington|
(507) 372-8245

War Memorial Performing Arts Center
714 13th St. | Worthington | (507) 376-9101

Dayton House
1311 Fourth Ave. | Worthington |
(507) 727-1311
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Area Attractions
Carnegie Cultural Center
205 N. Freeman Ave | Luverne |
(507) 283-8294

J.W. Gerber House
324 W. Main St. | Luverne |
(507) 283-2122

R.B. Hinkly House
217 N. Freeman Ave. | Luverne |
(507) 449-2115

Jasper Stone Company and Quarry
102 E. Wall St. | Jasper | (507) 348-9841

Pierce J. Kniss House
209 N. Estey St. | Luverne | (507) 283-2122

Brandenburg Gallery 
218 E. Luverne St. | Luverne | (507) 283-1884

Omaha Depot
100 E. Fletcher St. | Luverne | (507) 283-2122

Palace Theatre
104 East Main St. | Luverne | (888) 283-4061

Rock County Courthouse &
Veterans Memorial
204 E. Brown | Luverne | (507) 283-5065

Pipestone Performing Arts Center
104 E. Main Street | Pipestone |
(507) 825-5481

Pipestone County Museum 
113 S. Hiawatha | Pipestone | (507) 825-2563

Historic Calumet Inn 
104 W. Main St. | Pipestone | (507) 825-5871

Dayton House



All hunters should consider taking 
an advanced hunter education 
class to learn the latest hunting 
techniques along with tips on 
coming home alive. 
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Here are 5 Suggestions
for a safe
and successful
hunting experience:

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Get a detailed map of the area you are hunting, 
review it before you leave, and carry it with you in 
the field.
Carry a compass and know how to use it. Decide 
ahead of time the direction to head for if you get 
lost or disoriented.
Weather can change quickly, so hunters should 
carry a simple survival kit and be prepared for an 
unexpected overnight stay in the field. The survival 
kit should contain a rope, a knife, water, waterproof 
matches, an emergency shelter, and first aid sup-
plies.
If you are on the water, make sure to wear a personal 
flotation device (life preserver). 
Know your hunting partners’ physical and emotion-
al limitations, as well as your own, and don’t push 
your partners or yourself beyond those limits.
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Hunting Safety
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Hunting Seasons
For general information on firearm safety training call: 1 (888) 646-6367 or (651) 296-6157.

Contact the MN DNR for specific zone areas/dates:
Online: www.dnr.state.mn.us, Toll Free: 1 (888) 665-4236.

You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses by phone: 1 (888) 665-4236.

HUNTING
RABBIT & SQUIRREL 
09/13/14 - 02/28/15

GRAY & RED FOX, BADGER, OPOSSUM & RACCOON
(North) 10/25/14 - 03/15/15
(South) 10/25/14 - 01/04/15

GOOSE
09/01/14 - 09/19/14

CROW
07/14/14 - 10/14/14

BEAR
09/01/14 - 11/09/14

MOURNING DOVE
09/01/14 - 10/30/14

SNIPE & RAIL
09/01/14 - 10/12/14

DEER 
(Archery) 09/13/14 - 12/31/14
(Youth) 10/16/14 - 10/19/14
(Camp Ripley Archery) 10/16/14 - 10/17/14  
(Firearm 2A & 3A) 11/08/14 - 11/16/14
(Firearm 1A) 11/08/14 - 11/23/14
(Firearm 3B) 11/22/14 - 12/01/14  
(Muzzleloader) 11/29/14 - 12/14/14

SHARPTAILED GROUSE
09/13/14 - 02/28/15

HUNTING, CONTD.
GROUSE & GRAY PARTRIDGE
09/13/14 - 01/01/15
 

TURKEY
09/27/14 - 10/26/14

PHEASANT
10/16/14 - 10/19/14

PRAIRIE CHICKEN
10/18/14 - 10/22/14

FISHER & PINE MARTEN
11/29/14 - 12/04/14

FURBEARER TRAPPING
BEAVER 
(North) 10/25/14 - 10/26/14
(South) 11/08/14 - 11/23/14

MINK & MUSKRAT
(North) 10/25/14 - 04/30/15
(South) 11/01/14 - 04/30/15

OTTER
(North Zone) 10/25/14 - 02/28/15
(South Zone) 11/01/14 - 02/28/15

BOBCAT
12/15/14 - 01/15/15

*At the time of publication not all of the 2014 
Minnesota Hunting Seasons were available. 
Contact www.dnr.state.mn.us for more information



You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses, cross-country ski passes and snowmobile trail stickers
through the Electronic License System. Online: http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/licenses/agentlist.html

Toll Free: 1 (888) 936-7463
Or visit one of the ELS agents available throughout Rock, Nobles & Pipestone Counties:

ADRIAN
ADRIAN HARDWARE INC
301 N MAINE
ADRIAN , MN 56110
(507) 483-2348

DUNDEE
BRENDA’S GAS & GROCERY
101 S MAIN ST
DUNDEE , MN 56131
(507) 468-2798

EDGERTON
DEPUTY REGISTRAR #141
821 MAIN ST
EDGERTON , MN 56128
(507) 442-5081 

JASPER
JASPER MINI MALL
125 2ND ST W
JASPER , MN 56144
(507) 348-3080
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DNR License Centers
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LUVERNE
BOMGAARS SUPPLY INC
321 W HATTING ST
LUVERNE , MN 56156
(507) 283-2075

ROCK COUNTY LICENSE CENTER
204 E BROWN
LUVERNE , MN 56156
(507) 283-5024

PIPESTONE
FREEDOM VALU CENTER #20
309 8TH AVE SE
PIPESTONE , MN 56164
(507) 825-2965

JB’S FOOD MART INC
102 8TH AVE SE
PIPESTONE , MN 56164
(507) 825-5747

ROUND LAKE
THE ROUND LAKE PIT STOP
203 RAILROAD AVE
ROUND LAKE , MN 56167
(507) 945-0112

RUTHTON
BUFFALO RIDGE EXPRESS
698 AETNA ST
RUTHTON , MN 56170
(507) 658-3501

WILMONT
WILMONT HARDWARE
306 4TH AVE
WILMONT , MN 56185
(507) 926-5905

WORTHINGTON
RUNNINGS FARM & FLEET #13
1438 HUMISTON
WORTHINGTON , MN 56187
(507) 372-7351

ACE HARDWARE
1131 OXFORD ST
WORTHINGTON , MN 56187
(507) 376-4555

WALMART SUPERCENTER #2820
1055 RYAN RD
WORTHINGTON , MN 56187
(507) 376-6446

http://www.good-sam.com
http://www.woundedwarriorsguide.com
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Fishing seasons

Common Fish Species

Rough Fish Spearing and Bowfishing-
Date: 05/10/14 to 02/22/15

Walleye, sauger, northern pike -
Date: 05/10/2014 to 02/22/2015

Smallmouth Bass-
Date: 05/24/2014 to 02/22/2015

Largemouth Bass-
Date: 05/24/2014 to 02/22/2015

Dark House Spearing-
Date: 11/15/2014 to 02/22/2015

Lake and Stream Trout -
Date: 01/01/2014 to 03/31/2014 
Date: 05/16/2014 to 10/31/2014

Muskellunge (Muskie) -
Date: 06/07/2014 to 12/01/2014

Take-a-Kid fishing weekend-
Date: 06/06/2014 to 06/08/2014

Take-a-Mom fishing weekend-
Date: 05/10/2014 to 05/11/2014

*Contact the MN DNR for specific zone 
information by calling:
1 (888) 646-6367 or go to
www.dnr.state.mn.us
for more information



Follow these guidelines to help prevent and
prepare for capsizing, swamping, or someone
falling overboard.
• make sure that you and your passengers are wearing life-
jackets while the boat is moving. • Attach the ignition safety  
lanyard to your wrist, clothes, or life jacket. • Don’t allow 
anyone to sit on the gun wale, bow, seat backs, motor cover, 
or areas not designed for seating. Also, don’t let anyone sit 
on pedestal seats when craft is not in idle. • Don’t overload 
your boat. Balance the load of passengers and gear stored 
on-board. • Keep your center of gravity low by not allowing 
people to stand up or move around while craft is in  motion. 
• in small boats, don’t allow anyone to lean beyond the gun-
wale. • turn boat at slow rates of speed. • Secure the anchor 
line to the bow, never to the stern. • Don’t risk operating 
water craft in rough conditions or bad weather.

(other than a Personal Watercraft)
• For engines 25 horsepower or less:
- those under age 12 may operate without
restrictions. 

• For engines over 25 horsepower through 75
horsepower:
- those under age 12 must have someone 21 years of age or 
older on board within reach of the controls. 

  • For engines over 75 horsepower:
- No children under age 12 may operate, even with an adult on 
board. 
- other restrictions apply to boat operators 12 to 17 years 
old:
- operators from 12 to 17 years of age may operate engines of 
25 horsepower or lower with no restrictions. 

• For engines over 25 horsepower:
- operators 12 to 17 years of age must have: A watercraft 
operator’s permit, or someone age 21 years or older old on 
board within reach of the controls. 

Operating Watercraft

Who May Operate a Motorboat
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Boating Safety
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• at least one Coast Guard    Approved type 1, 2, 3 or 5 flotation de-
vice that is the proper size for each person on board or being towed.

• All devices must be in good condition and easily accessible. 

• Children under age 10 must wear a device when on board a boat 
that is underway unless: 
in an enclosed cabin or below deck or on an anchored boat that is 
being used for swimming or diving or passenger craft with a licensed 
captain. 

• Along with the above at least one approved type 4 must be on 
board boats 16 ft. or longer (except canoes and kayaks) and immedi-
ately available.

• A Coast Guard approved type 5 device may be substituted for any 
other Coast Guard approved device if it meets the same require-
ments and is noted on the label.

• Anyone riding a jet ski or other Personal Water Craft must wear 
an approved -non inflating flotation device, as well as anyone being 
towed by a water craft.

All Watercraft Must Have...

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Snowmobile Hand Signals

Bicycle Hand Signals

26 - Rock, Nobles & Pipestone Counties • Resident Guide

Recreational Safety

Read the
owner’s manual
and know your vehicle thoroughly. 
• Check your vehicle before you ride. 
• Wear protective equipment and 
clothing. • Don’t lend your vehicle to 
unskilled riders. • Supervise young 
or inexperienced riders. • Never carry 
a passenger on vehicles meant for 
one rider. • Do not operate under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol. • Drive 
at speeds that are appropriate to trail 
conditions. • Stay to the right on trails. 
• Stay away from thin ice, open water 
and wetlands • Know the weather 
forecast. • Make sure headlights and 
taillights work properly. • Maintain safe 
distances between other riders. • Re-
duce your speed when riding at night. 
• Yield to other motor vehicles and trail 
users. • Young or beginning riders are 
encouraged to take a safety training 
course.                                       

Know
Your
ATV
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AtV Safety



 • Always wear a properly fitting bike helmet 
as most serious injuries are to the head. • Be 
sure your handlebars, seat and wheels fit 
snugly. • Keep your bike in good shape by 
checking and oiling your chain, making sure 
your brakes work properly and maintaining 
your tire pressure. • Always ride with both 
hands on the handlebars except when do-
ing turn signals. • When leaving a driveway, 
curb or alleyway always stop and check for 
traffic in both directions. • Cross only at in-
tersections. • Use the crosswalk to walk your 
bike across busy intersections and follow 
the traffic signals. • Never ride against traf-
fic. Travel in the same direction as the cars. • 
Whenever you can, use bike routes and avoid 
busy streets. • Don’t ride near parked cars as 
doors can open and cause accidents. • Obey all 
traffic signs and traffic lights. • When biking 
with friends, ride in a single file. • Always pass 
other bikers or pedestrians on the left and say  
“On your left!” to make your presence known. 
• Always use bicycle hand signals to alert traf-
fic of your changing direction.

Be
Cautious
of Other
Bikers

Drink lots of Water!
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Bicycle Safety

• Do not consume alcohol or take drugs prior to or 
during your snowmobile trip. Doing so increases your 
chances of injury or death.• Slow down and don’t cut 
to the inside of the trail corners.  It’s dangerous and il-
legal. • If you snowmobile at night, don’t override your 
lights. • Always use the buddy system. Never ride off 
alone. • Drowning is one of the causes of many snow-
mobile fatalities. Whenever possible, avoid the ice. • 
Wear sensible, protective clothing designed for oper-
ating a snowmobile. • Use a full size helmet, goggles, 
or visor to prevent injuries from twigs, stones, ice 
chips and other debris. • Avoid wearing long scarves. 
They may get caught in moving parts of the snowmo-
bile. • Know the terrain you are going to ride. If un-
familiar to you, ask someone who has traveled over 
it before. • Know the weather forecast, especially the 
ice and snow conditions. • Be sure your snowmobile 
is in top-notch mechanical condition throughout the 
months of use. • Familiarize yourself with the snow-
mobile you are driving. Thoroughly read the manual 
that accompanies the snowmobile. • Do not pursue 
domestic or wild animals. That is not the conduct of a 
sportsman. Report such violations to the nearest law 
enforcement  officer.

Slow
Down!
Snowmobiling
is fun. Going to the 
hospital isn’t.

Please respect private property 
and no trespassing signs. 
Stay on trails.
Exercise extreme caution on all 
lakes and streams. Obey 

all state and local laws and ordinances. Do 
not operate snowmobiles/ATV’s 
on county roads or state 
highways.

NO TRESPASSING

PRIVATE
PROPERTY
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Snowmobile Safety
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Area Recreation trails
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Kids Section
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Safety tips
PARENTS:
• Teach your kids that an emergency is when you need help from a doctor, a police officer or a 
firefighter.

• Designate a safe place by your house that a child can go to if they need help right away.

• Have your kids memorize your address and phone numbers. They should also know your full 
name and where you work.

KIDS:
FIRE SAFETY
• If you or someone else is on fire - remember to STOP, 
DROP and ROLL. Wrap a blanket on the person to help 
put out the fire.

• If there is a fire, leave the house as fast as you can! 
Crawl on the floor to avoid smoke and if the door is 
hot, don’t open it - find another way out.

• Learn all the fire exits in your house. Assign a safe 
place outside for everyone to meet in case of a fire 
emergency.

HOME ALONE
• Never tell anyone that you are home alone.

• If someone calls and asks for your mom and dad, tell 
them “They cannot come to the phone right now, can 
you please call back later?”

• Do not answer the door, unless it is someone that 
you know your parents have okay‘d 
them to come over.
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FIRST AID FOR INSECT BITES/ANAPHYLAXIS & POISON SAFETY
INSECT BITES/ANAPHYLAXIS
Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction from insect bites (latex, food and drug al-
lergies can also cause Anaphylaxis). Typical symptoms include hives, the swelling 
of lips or eyes, swollen throat, drop in blood pressure, light headedness, confusion, 
nausea or diarrhea. If someone is having an allergic reaction from an insect bite 
with these symptoms:

POISON PREVENTION
Teach your children about poison and how it can look like a food or drink. They 
should always ask an adult before eating or drinking anything. Have them learn 

the poison control phone number: 1-800-222-
1222 and keep it programmed or posted near all 
your phones. Here are some prevention tips.

Lock up your poisons and medications. Keep 
them out of the reach of children, lock them up if 
possible. Make sure your children understand that 
medicine is not candy.
Follow directions carefully. Read your labels. Be 
sure to use and store all poisons and medications 
properly according to recommendations.

Keep 
your pets safe from household chemicals, too. 
Don’t allow pets near areas that have just been 
cleaned with chemicals, such as freshly mopped floors 
or bleached bathtubs and sinks. Clean up any anti-
freeze/coolant spills. Pets like the flavor but they can 
die if they ingest it. Store poisonous foods or plants 
in areas that your pets cannot access. Call your local 
emergency veterinary hospital if you believe your pet 
has been poisoned.
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Safety tips
FIRST AID FOR BURNS & CHOKING

BURNS
For minor 1st and 2nd degree burns smaller than 3” in diameter: Cool the Burn. Run 
cool water over the burned area for 5 minutes, or until the pain diminishes. Never put ice on 
a burn!

Bandage the burn with sterile gauze: 
It is important to use loosely wrapped gauze. This will avoid pressure and the bandage pro-
tects blisters. NEVER put lotions, vaseline, ointments or butter on burn. Do not break any blis-
ters, which can cause infection.

Take Aspirin, Ibuprofen, Naproxen or Acetaminophen to relieve pain: 
Minor burns usually heal with these basic treatments. Be aware for signs of infection which 
may include: increased pain, redness, fever, swelling or oozing. If symptoms develop, seek 
medical help. Avoid tanning the burned area for at least a year. Protect the area with sun-
screen outdoors. Avoid giving aspirin to children.

For 3rd degree burns/all major burns - DIAL 911
DO NOT run cold water over large severe burns - this can cause shock.
DO NOT remove burnt clothing.
Check for signs of breathing/coughing/movement.
If there are no signs of breathing begin CPR.
Elevate burned areas above heart level, if possible.
Cover the burn(s) with cool, sterile, moist bandages, towels or cloth.

CHOKING
Most people clutch at their throats when choking, an obvious symbol for help. However, if a 
person isn’t giving that signal, be alert for these indications. Inability to talk, difficulty breath-
ing or noisy breathing, inability to cough forcefully, skin/lips/nails turning blue, loss of con-
sciousness.

The Red Cross recommends a “five-and-five” method for first aid: First give five blows between 
the person’s shoulders with the heel of your hand. Second, perform the Heimlich maneuver 

(abdominal thrusts) five times. Alternate between five back blows and 
five abdominal thrusts until the blockage is dislodged.

IN AN EMERGENCY, DIAL 911


