
La Crosse & 
Vernon Counties, 

Wisconsin

http://www.bestvaluesynthetic.com


http://www.goldenliving.com
http://www.lacrossequeen.com
http://www.coonvalleytel.com


Table of Contents

2-3  Local Area Events

4-5  Residential Services

6  La Crosse County History

7  La Crosse County Communities

8  Vernon County History

9  Vernon County Communities

14  Parks & Recreation

16  Local Area Attractions

18  Hunting Seasons

20-21 DNR License Centers

23  Fishing Seasons

30-31 Area Trails

Scan the QR Codes to 
go to the individual 
county pages.

La Crosse County Vernon County



2 - La Crosse & Vernon Counties • Resident Guide

Local Area Events
JANUARY
Bridal Expo | La Crosse
Gun Show | La Crosse
Midwest Farm Show | La Crosse
Winter Rec Fest | La Crosse
Junior Ski Jumpers Competition | Westby
Monster Truck Show | La Crosse
Snowflake Ski Jumping Competition | Westby
Great Tri-State Rail Sale  | La Crosse

FEBRUARY
Yes Holmen | Holmen
Lutefisk/Meatball Dinner | Westby
Boat, Sport, Travel, RV and Hunting Show | 
La Crosse
Mardi Gras Costume Ball | La Crosse
Greater La Crosse Golf Expo | La Crosse

MARCH
Sweet, Sweet Spring | Coon Valley
La Crosse Area Home & Builders Show
Custom Auto Show | La Crosse
Flea Market | La Crosse
Greater La Crosse Golf Show
Model Railroad Show | La Crosse
Monster Truck Show | La Crosse
Spring String Festival | La Crosse
St. Patrick’s Day Parade | La Crosse
Spaghetti Dinner & Bingo | Westby
Maple Syrup Fest | Lanesboro

APRIL
Antique Show | La Crosse
Beer, Wine & Cheese Festival | La Crosse
Wellness Expo | La Crosse

APRIL Continued
Wisconsin Rumble | La Crosse
Easter Egg Hunt | Westby
Harlem Globe Trotters | La Crosse

MAY
Blues Bash | La Crosse 
La Crosse Fitness Festival
River to Ridge Run/Walk | La Crosse
Riverside Family Fun Fair | La Crosse
Wienerfest | La Crosse
Vernon Trails Annual Community Bike Ride
Viroqua Main Street Arts & Crafts Crawl
Frokost Norwegian Breakfast | Westby
Sons of Norway Pancake Supper | Westby
Syttende Mai Norwegian Festival | Westby
Syttende Mai Banquet & Coronation | Westby
West Salem Village-Wide Rummage Sale

JUNE
Festival Foods Salute to the 4th | La Crosse
Freedom Fest | La Crosse
Island Days | La Crosse
Mid Summer Dance | La Crosse
Outdoor Art Fair | La Crosse
Ranger Rally | La Crosse
Veteran’s Memorial Ride | La Crosse
Watercross Races | La Crosse
Norskedalen’s Midsummer Fest
Upper Mississippi Outdoor Expo | Onalaska
Brice Prairie Morris Run/Walk | Onalaska
Butterfest | Sparta
Rock & Gem Show | Viroqua
Hamburgers in the Park | Westby
Westby City-Wide Garage Sale
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JULY
Art Fair on the Green | La Crosse
Barron Island Rendezvous | La Crosse
La Crosse Interstate Fair
Jazz Party & Art Show in the Park | La Crosse
Krazy Daze | La Crosse
Rail Fair | La Crosse
Riverfest | La Crosse
Youth Outdoor Fest | La Crosse
Outdoor Art Fair | Onalaska
4th of July Fireworks | La Farge, Westby
Bluegrass & Gospel Festival | Viroqua
Maxwell Street Days | Viroqua
A Sprint Triathlon | Viroqua
Westby’s Garden Party
Norskedalen Fair & Soiree | Westby

AUGUST
Bangor Lions Fun Daze
Hillsboro Charity Tractor Pull
Labor Day Celebration | Hillsboro
Kornfest | Holmen
Lions Car Show | Holmen
Miss Holmen Pageant
WI High School Regional Rodeo | Holmen
Bark in the Park | La Crosse
Centurytel’s Sand on the Riverfront |
La Crosse
Great River Folk Festival | La Crosse
Great River Jazz Fest | La Crosse
Irishfest | La Crosse
Pride Fest | La Crosse
Wild West Days | Viroqua
Snowflake Open Golf Tournament | Westby
Sesame Street Live | La Crosse

SEPTEMBER
Tri-Quest | Holmen
Applefest | La Crescent
Elvis Explosion | La Crosse
Lipizzaner Stallions | La Crosse
Story Fest | La Crosse
Rocco’s Memorial Gun Show | Onalaska
Vernon County Fair
Cranberry Festival | Warrens
Bicycle Festival | La Crosse

OCTOBER
Historic Downtown La Crosse Day
UW-La Crosse Centennial Celebration
UW-La Crosse Homecoming Weekend
Viroqua Partners City-Wide Rummage Sale
Viroqua Partners Safe Trick-or-Treat
Outdoor Quilt Show | Westby
Oktoberfest | La Crosse

NOVEMBER
Majesty of Christmas Pageant | Holmen
Holiday Fair | La Crosse
Thanksgiving Day Dinner | La Crosse
Viroqua Fire Department’s Chili Supper
Viroqua Partners Twinkle Fest
Fall Bazaar | Westby
Rotary Holiday Lights | La Crosse

DECEMBER
Caroling of the Choirs | Viroqua
Old Fashioned Christmas | Westby
Skyrockers New Year’s Eve Fireworks Display 
| La Crosse
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VERNON COUNTY
Administrator .....................................................................................................(608)637-5271
Attorney .....................................................................................................................637-5357
County Clerk ................................................................................................................637-5380
County Treasurer ..................................................................................................637-5365
Health Department .....................................................................................................637-5251
Highway Department ..................................................................................................637-5452
Human Services ...........................................................................................................637-5210
Information Technology ..............................................................................................637-5310
Land & Water Conservation ...........................................................................................637-5480
Sheriff .........................................................................................................................637-2123
Solid Waste ..................................................................................................................634-2900
Veterans Service ..........................................................................................................637-5274

4 - La Crosse & Vernon Counties • Resident Guide

Residential Services

LA CROSSE COUNTY
Administrator .....................................................................................................(608)785-9700
Attorney .....................................................................................................................785-9604
Community Development ...........................................................................................785-5792
County Clerk ...............................................................................................................785-9581
County Surveyor ..........................................................................................................785-9626
County Treasurer ..........................................................................................................785-9711
Emergency Management ............................................................................................789-4811
Emergency Services Department ................................................................................785-9634
Facilities Department ..................................................................................................785-9770
Finance Department ....................................................................................................785-9580
Health Department .....................................................................................................785-9872
Highway Department ..................................................................................................786-3810
Human Services ...........................................................................................................785-5875
Information Technology ..............................................................................................785-9601
Land Conservation Department ..................................................................................785-9867
Parks (Shelter Reservations) ........................................................................................785-9770
Sheriff .........................................................................................................................785-9629
Solid Waste ..................................................................................................................785-9572
Veterans Service ........................................................................................................785-9719

http://www.olivejuicequilts.com
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La Crosse County Communities

CAMPBELL
In 1851, the town of Campbell was settled. It was named for former Lieutenant Governor of 
Wisconsin, Erasmus D. Campbell. In May of 1851 one of the area’s first settlers Joseph French 
arrived. Most of the settlers were of French Canadian descent, primarily from Quebec. They 
settled the area that is part of a large island bordered by the Mississippi and Black Rivers and 
Lake Onalaska. The island is known as “French Island”. Today, Campbell is home to approxi-
mately 4,441 residents.

LA CROSSE (COUNTY SEAT)
In 1841 La Crosse was settled by fur traders. They had a trading post and traded heavily with 
the Ho-Chunk Native Americans. In 1848 the lumber industry over-took the fur trade. The town 
grew rapidly at this point, expanding from six to eight homes, to a population of 745 in a three 
year period. On March 14th, 1856 La Crosse became a city as well as county seat. Today, La 
Crosse is home to approximately 51,840 residents.

ONALASKA
In 1851, Onalaska was founded by Thomas G. Rowe, a New York Native. Rowe named the 
settlement Onalaska after a favorite poem titled, “The Pleasures of Hope,” by Thomas Camp-
bell. The site of Onalaska is located on a ridge that overlooks Lake Onalaska, the Black River, 
the Mississippi River and the bluffs three miles away in Minnesota. Early industry was led by 
lumbering, but today the community is widely recognized as the sunfish capital of the world. 
Today, Onalaska is home to approximately 16,644 residents.

ROCKLAND
The first settlers landed in the area in the mid 1800s. They were primarily of German, Dutch 
and Irish descent. They cleared the forested land and built homes and farms. As the population 
grew, small businesses became established which included a sawmill, a feed mill and several 
cheese factories. The first town meeting was held in 1856. The town had only five one-room 
school houses until the 1960’s when they were included into surrounding school districts. To-
day, Rockland is home to approximately 628 residents.

WEST SALEM
The first settler Thomas Leonard arrived in 1851. He moved to the area from New England 
and along with his family, built the first log cabin on the settlement. A neighboring village, 
Neshonoc, was founded by Monroe Palmer. There was a rival between the two towns until 
the railroad arrived. Leonard donated his land to the railroad and a depot was built there, 
meanwhile Palmer wanted the railroad to buy his land. Leonard’s village over-took Neshonoc 
when most of its settlers moved to what was to become West Salem. The name originally sug-
gested for Leonard’s village was Rupert however, West Salem was the name that was chosen. 
Today, West Salem is home to approximately 4,731 residents
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La Crosse County History

The first permanent settler in the area was fur trader Nathan Myrick in 1841. He set up a 
trading post with Eben Weld on what was referred to at the time as Barron’s Island. The lumber 
industry began over-taking the fur trade business and by 1848 Myrick had noted that there 
were already eleven sawmills on the Black River. La Crosse became the main site for cargo 
boats to unload their goods. Local merchants were middlemen, collecting commission for stor-
ing and forwarding goods. The growing demand for boats to be built and fixed became an im-
portant industry which helped the village grow. La Crosse County was formed from Crawford 
County in 1851. In 1856 the La Crosse settlement became a city and the first mayoral election 
took place with Thomas Benton Stoddard as the first mayor of La Crosse. The La Crosse and 
Milwaukee Railroad was completed in October of 1858 and the Southern Minnesota Railroad 
was built from Wells, Minnesota, connecting La Crosse to the west. Eventually bridges were 
built across the Mississippi River ending the need for ferries. By 1900  La Crosse County had 
a population of 42,997. Today, La Crosse County is home to approximately 111,791 residents 
with the city of La Crosse as the county seat.

CITIES:
LA CROSSE – pop. 51,840
ONALASKA – pop. 16,644

VILLAGES:
BANGOR – pop. 1,400
HOLMEN – pop. 7,342
ROCKLAND – pop. 628
WEST SALEM – pop. 4,731     

TOWNS:
BANGOR – pop. 583
BARRE – pop. 1,014
BURNS – pop. 979
CAMPBELL – pop. 4,441
FARMINGTON – pop. 1,733
GREENFIELD – pop. 1,538
HAMILTON – pop. 2,301
HOLLAND – pop. 3,042
MEDARY – pop. 1,455
ONALASKA – pop. 7,658 
SHELBY – pop. 4,592
WASHINGTON – pop. 738
*Populations are approximate.
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Vernon County Communities
DE SOTO
De Soto was originally recognized as Winneshiek Landing until it was renamed “Desoto” in 
honor of Hernando De Soto who discovered the Mississippi River. Early industry was led by log-
ging and businesses included sawmills, breweries, hotels, a creamery and a variety of specialty 
shops. Its proximity to the Mississippi River allowed for easy transport of goods and the area 
continued to develop until the arrival of the railroad in 1882 which halted river traffic. Today 
De Soto is home to approximately 366 residents.

HILLSBORO
In 1850 the earliest settlers to the area began to arrive. Hillsboro was named after early settlers 
Valentia Hill and his brothers. One of the first businesses was the saw mill which was followed 
by a grist mill on the Baraboo River. From there a blacksmith, hotel and school were estab-
lished. In the 1880s the first creameries were established and the first hospital was established 
in 1911. Today Hillsboro is home to approximately 1,302 residents. 

LA FARGE
The first post office in the La Farge area was established in 1863 a few miles south of its present 
site. The first postmaster Mr. S.W. Green named the post office La Farge after coming across the 
French name in a book. The post office was relocated to an area referred to as De Jean’s Corners, 
and from there the village got its start. The first hotel The La Farge House was established in 
1895. Soon after a photography studio, general store and a stave and heading factory were 
also established. The railroad was built through the village in 1897 and the community began 
to thrive and was incorporated in 1899. Today La Farge is home to approximately 775 residents.

VIROQUA (COUNTY SEAT)
Moses Decker Viroqua’s first settler arrived in 1846 along with his sons built a cabin. The village 
was platted in 1850 by Samuel McMichael and in 1851 Decker, along with the community 
constructed a house that was needed for a meeting place. It also served as a courthouse and 
later became a school and a church. In 1852 Decker donated forty acres of land to help Viroqua 
become the new county seat of Vernon. Today Viroqua remains the county seat and is home to 
approximately 4,335 residents.

WESTBY
The Westby area was originally occupied by the Sac, Fox and Winnebago Indian tribes. Their 
population decreased in the area after the Black Hawk War of 1832. In 1837 the Winnebago 
ceded all their land that was east of the Mississippi to the United States and in 1848, Norwe-
gian immigrants began settling in the area. Ole T. Westby established a general store in 1867. 
When the railroad was built through the area, a station was built and named Westby, honoring 
Ole T. Westby. In 1896 Westby became incorporated as a village and was incorporated as a city 
in 1920. Today Westby is home to approximately 2,045 residents.

Vernon County was named after president George Washington’s home Mt. Vernon and 
the green pastures located throughout the area. Vernon County was originally named Bad Axe 
County but it was renamed in 1862 because residents thought “Bad Axe” was considered unfa-
vorable. Early on Vernon County was formed from portions of Richland and Crawford counties. 
The first settlers arrived to the area in the spring of 1844. John McCullough was considered 
the first settler of Vernon County which was then part of Crawford County. Many settlers were 
farmers and were attracted to the lush lands for agriculture as well as the Mississippi River to 
the west. Populations increased with the rise of agriculture and the introduction of steamboats 
in the upper Mississippi River. In 1900 Vernon County had  a population of 28,351. Today Vernon 
County is home to approximately 29,324 residents with the city of Viroqua as the county seat.
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Vernon County History

CITIES:
VIROQUA – pop. 4,335
WESTBY – pop. 2,045

VILLAGES:
CHASEBURG – pop. 306
COON – pop. 683
COON VALLEY – pop. 714
DE SOTO – pop. 366
GENOA – pop. 263
LA FARGE – pop. 775
ONTARIO – pop. 476
READSTOWN – pop. 395
STODDARD – pop. 799
VIOLA – pop. 667

TOWNS:
BERGEN – pop. 1,317
CHRISTIANA – pop. 871

TOWNS (Cont).
CLINTON – pop. 1,354
FOREST – pop. 583
FRANKLIN – pop. 923
GREENWOOD – pop. 770
HAMBURG – pop. 848
HARMONY – pop. 739
HILLSBORO – pop. 1,302
JEFFERSON – pop. 974
KICKAPOO – pop. 566
LIBERTY – pop. 167
STARK – pop. 349
STERLING – pop. 713
UNION – pop. 531
WEBSTER – pop. 676
WHEATLAND – pop. 533
WHITESTOWN – pop. 509
*Populations are approximate.
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Area Trivia/Fun Facts...
• La Crosse County and the City of La Crosse were named after the Native American game 
“Prairie La Crosse,” a game played with cross-shaped sticks. 

• Vernon County was originally called Bad Axe County. The name was changed to Vernon 
County in 1862.

• Onalaska is named after an Aleutian island and fishing village from the poem “The Plea-
sures of Hope,” by Scottish poet Thomas Campbell. 

• Westby is named after Ole T. Westby, a Norwegian immigrant who owned a general store 
and fought for the Union in the Civil War.

• West Salem was originally named Salem by Baptist minister Elder Card after the Hebrew 
word for “peace.” The name was changed to West Salem due to postal confusion with a 
different Salem.

• Campbell is named after Erasmus D. Campbell, Lieutenant Governor of Wisconsin from 
1858 to 1860.

• Hamilton is named after Hamilton College in Clinton, New York.

• Onalaska is known as “The Sunfish Capital of the World.”

• La Crosse’s drinking water, which comes from an Artesian aquifer, won the Wisconsin 
Water Association’s competition for the best natural tasting water in the state in 2007.

• La Farge is home to Organic Valley, the largest organic dairy cooperative in the world.
Viroqua was nicknamed “The Town That Beat Walmart” by Smithsonian Magazine in 1992 
because of its thriving small businesses. The town is a Wisconsin Main Street City, and its 
downtown is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

• Westby is home to one of the largest ski jumps in the United States and attracts competi-
tive skiers from around the world. 

• A prehistoric rock shelter called the Agger Rock Shelter is located in Stevenson.

• Roy Patterson, a Major League Baseball player for the Chicago White Sox, is from Stod-
dard.

• Dexter Bean, a NASCAR driver, was born in Westby.

• Mark C. Lee, a United States astronaut, is from Viroqua.
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Recycle as much as you can. Even 
simple everyday things, such as plas-

tic bottles and aluminum cans, can make a 
huge difference.

Switch your incandescent light 
bulbs to compact fluorescent 

ones. Save money and energy.
Bring your own reusable shop-
ping bags with you to the super-

market or the mall.
Donate your unwanted cloth-
ing to a local charity. Eyeglasses, 

household items, electronics and even ve-
hicles can be accepted. 

Recycle your used ink and toner 
cartridges. Most office supply stores 

accept used cartridges.
Recycle your used batteries. This 
prevents poisonous mercury from 

seeping into our water supplies and soil. 
Switch to rechargeable ones.

Switch to unbleached toilet 
paper, paper towels and coffee 

filters. Avoiding bleached products can help 
preserve our water supply and soil. 

Unplug any unused appliances. 
Your cellphone charger uses electric-

ity, even when your phone isn’t charging - es-
pecially if you are not going to be home. 

Bring your own lunch. You’ll avoid 
using non-recyclable styrofoam to-

go containers and unnecessary throw-away 
packaging.

Start a compost bin in your yard. 
There are even ones that you can 

store under your kitchen sink.
Be crafty. Let old items be an in-
spiration for a craft project and re-

purpose old items. Punch holes in tin cans to 
make candle luminaries or use empty yogurt 
containers to organize nuts an bolts.

Have a green-cleaning product 
party. Invite your friends over to 

make enough vinegar-based homemade 
cleaners to share.

Run your washer/dryer/dish-
washer after 5pm. This is when less 

electricity is being used, especially in larger 
cities. In air-conditioned summer months this 
can help prevent blackouts.

Tips on Living Greener

R e d u c e  -  R e u s e  -  R e c y c l e

 • Know where you can take shelter in seconds.
 • Have a place, everyone knows, to go to after
    the storm has passed.
 • Flying Debris is the biggest danger during a 
    tornado. Your shelter space should have
    mattresses or thick blankets around, to
    protect yourselves.
 • Do NoT oPEN YouR WiNDoWS to try &
    “equalize the pressure.” This only makes it
    easier for debris to injure you.
 • Also, STAY AWAY FRoM WiNDoWS!

 • Constant rotation of the clouds base.
 • Flying/Rotating Debris under the cloud.
    Tornados Don’t Always have a visible funnel.
 • Heavy Rain or Hail followed by either by
    eerie Calm in the storm or Rapid wind changes
    & shifts.
 • Listen for loud, continuous rumbling with
    no breaks in it like thunder.

Precautions:

Things to Look and Listen For:

Lightning Distance Tracker
You can figure out how far away the 
lightning is from you like this...
Count the seconds inbetween the 
flash of lightning & the crack of 
thunder. Divide the number of sec-
onds by 5 & you have your distance 
in miles.

0 seconds
0 miles

5 seconds
1.08 miles

20 seconds
4.35 miles

60 seconds
13.06 miles

Do Not Open Your
Windows!
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Tornado Safety
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Parks & Recreation
BLACK HAWK PARK
De Soto | (608) 648-3314
Located in De Soto, Black Hawk Park fea-
tures camping, canoe, boat and motor rent-
als, backwater flatbottom rides, and boat 
launches.

GOOSE ISLAND PARK
W6488 Cty Rd. GI | Stoddard | (608) 788-7018
Located in Stoddard Goose Island Park fea-
tures a campground, Canoe and Kayak rent-
als, a boat launch, playground equipment, 
a swimming beach, nature trails, volleyball 
and basketball courts, and a miniature golf 
course.

UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER NATIONAL 
WILDLIFE & FISH REFUGE
Onalaska | (608) 783-8405
Located on the Mississippi River near Onalas-
ka the Upper Mississippi River National 
Wildlife & Fish Refuge features nature trails, 
fishing piers, boat launches and wildlife 
watching opportunities.

VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK
N4668 Cty Rd. VP | West Salem |
(608) 786-4011
Located in West Salem, Veterans Memo-
rial Park features canoeing, fishing oppor-
tunities, recreational trails, baseball fields, a 
beach volleyball court, outdoor shuffleboard, 
shelter houses, and a  campground.

WILDCAT MOUNTAIN STATE PARK
E13660 Hwy. 33 | Ontario | (608) 337-4775
Located in the Kickapoo River Valley, Wildcat 
Mountain State Park features hiking trails 
and nature trails, camping sites, horseback 
riding, and canoe rentals.

http://www.igoatsoap.com
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Area Attractions
BANGOR LANES
106 16th Ave. N | Bangor | (608) 486-2015

BLACK RIVER EXPRESS
301 Washington Ave. S | Melrose | (608) 488-7017

CARMIKE VALLEY SQUARE 6
4400 State Rd. | La Crosse | (608) 781-2335

CHILDREN’S MUSEUM OF LA CROSSE
207 5th Ave. S | La Crosse | (608) 784-2652

CLEMENTS FISHING BARGE
108 Main St. | Genoa | (608) 689-2800

EAGLE CAVE RESORT, LLC
16320 Cavern Ln. | Blue River | (608) 537-2988

THE FOREAKER SCHOOL
606 W Broadway St. | Viroqua | (608) 637-7396

GARDEN OF PEACE MAUSOLEUM
2945 21st Place S | La Crosse | (608) 788-4114

HILLSBORO HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Maple  St. | Hillsboro | (608) 489-3192

LA CROSSE COMMUNITY THEATRE
118 5th Ave. N | La Crosse | (608) 784-9292

LA CROSSE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PO Box 1272 | La Crosse | (608) 782-1980

LA CROSSE QUEEN CRUISES
405 E Veterans Memorial Dr. | La Crosse |
(608) 784-8523

MARCUS LA CROSSE CINEMA
2032 Ward Ave. | La Crosse | (608) 784-1422

MT. LA CROSSE SKI AREA
N5549 Old Town Hall Rd. | La Crosse | (608) 788-0044

OLD ST. MARYS CHURCH MUSEUM
606 W Broadway St. | Viroqua | (608) 637-7396

PARK BOWL
202 N Main St. | Viroqua | (608) 637-7183

PEARL ST BREWERY
1401 Saint Andrew St. | La Crosse | (608) 784-4832

RIVOLI THEATRE
117 4th St. N | La Crosse | (608) 785-2058

SERENDIPITY COUNTRY CLUB INC
S4129 Cty. Rd.  | Viroqua | (608) 637-7708

THE SHERRY-BUTT HOUSE
795 N Main St. | Viroqua | (608) 637-7396

SWARTHOUT MUSEUM 
112 9th St. S | La Crosse | (608) 782-1980

TEMPLE THEATRE
116 S Main St. | Viroqua | (608) 637-8190

TOP SHOTS POOL & DARTS
137 4th St. S | La Crosse | (608) 782-6622

TOWNSHIP BOWL
S2060 Cty. Hwy. HH | Hillsboro | (608) 489-2272

VERNON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PO Box 444 | Viroqua | ( 608) 637-7396

VERNON SQUARE CINEMA
210 Fairgrounds Rd. | Viroqua | (608) 637-5245

WALSH GOLF CENTER
4203 Cty. Rd. B | La Crosse | (608) 781-0838

WESTBY AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
PO Box 42 | Westby | (608) 634-4101



All hunters should consider taking 
an advanced hunter education 
class to learn the latest hunting 
techniques along with tips on 
coming home alive. 

Here are 5 Suggestions
for a safe
and successful
hunting experience:

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Get a detailed map of the area you are hunting, 
review it before you leave, and carry it with you in 
the field.
Carry a compass and know how to use it. Decide 
ahead of time the direction to head for if you get 
lost or disoriented.
Weather can change quickly, so hunters should 
carry a simple survival kit and be prepared for an 
unexpected overnight stay in the field. The survival 
kit should contain a rope, a knife, water, waterproof 
matches, an emergency shelter, and first aid sup-
plies.
If you are on the water, make sure to wear a personal 
flotation device (life preserver). 
Know your hunting partners’ physical and emotion-
al limitations, as well as your own, and don’t push 
your partners or yourself beyond those limits.
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Hunting Safety
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Hunting Seasons
DEER
Archery & Crossbow | Sept. 12 - Jan. 3, 2016
Youth Deer Hunt | Oct. 10 & 11
Gun Deer Hunt for Hunters with Disabilities |
Oct. 3 - 11
Gun |Nov. 21 - 29
Muzzleloader | Nov. 30 - Dec. 9
Central Forest and Central Farmland Antlerless Hunt | 
Dec. 10 - 13
Southern Farmland Holiday Hunt | Dec. 24 - Jan. 1, 2016

GAME BIRDS
Pheasant | Oct. 17 (noon) - Dec. 31
Bobwhite Quail | Oct. 17 (noon) - Dec. 9
Ruffed Grouse
Zone A | Sept. 12 - Jan. 31, 2016
Zone B | Oct. 17 - Dec. 8
Sharp-tailed Grouse | Season is under review.
Visit dnr.wi.gov for updates.
Hungarian Partridge | Oct. 17 (noon) - Dec. 31
* Closed in Clark, Marathon, and Taylor counties
Crow | Jan. 24 - Mar. 20 & Sept. 12 - Nov. 19

MIGRATORY BIRDS
Early Canada Goose |Sept. 1 - 15
Early Teal Season | Sept. 1 - 7
Regular Duck and Goose
Dates will be established in mid August
Woodcock | Sept. 19 - Nov. 2
Mourning Dove | Sept. 1 - Nov. 29

FURBEARERS
Coyote Hunting | Continuous open season
Trapping | Oct. 17 - Feb. 15, 2016
Beaver Trapping Only
Zone A (Northwest) | Nov. 7 - Apr. 30, 2016
Zone B (Northeast) | Nov. 7 - Apr. 30, 2016
Zone C (South) | Nov. 7 - Mar. 31, 2016
Zone D (Mississippi River) |
Day after duck season closes to Mar. 15, 2016
Mink and Muskrat Trapping Only | 
Oct. 24 - Mar. 6, 2016
Fox (Red and Gray) Hunting and Trapping | 
Oct. 17 - Feb. 15, 2016
Bobcat Hunting and Trapping - Permits required
Period 1 | Oct. 17 - Dec. 25
Period 2 | Dec. 26 - Jan. 31, 2016
Fisher | Trapping Only - Permits required
Various zones | Oct. 17 - Dec. 31
Otter | Trapping Only - Permits required
North Zone | Nov. 7 - Apr. 30, 2016
Central Zone | Nov. 7 - Mar. 31, 2016
South Zone | Nov. 7 - Mar. 31, 2016
Raccoon | Hunting and Trapping

FURBEARERS (Cont)
Resident | Oct. 17 - Feb. 15, 2016
Non-resident | Oct.31 - Feb. 15, 2016

TURKEY
Youth Turkey Hunt | Apr. 11 - 12
Spring
Period A | Apr. 15 - 21
Period B | Apr. 22 - 28
Period C | Apr. 29 - May 5
Period D | May 6 - 12
Period E | May 13 - 19
Period F | May 20 - 26
Fall | Sept. 12 - Nov. 19
Zones 1-5 | Nov. 30 - Dec. 31

BEAR
Zone C where dogs are not permitted: | Sept. 9 - Oct. 13
with aid of bait
with all other legal methods not using dogs
All other zones where dogs are permitted: | Sept. 9 - 15
with aid of dogs only | Sept. 16 - Oct. 6
with aid of dogs
with aid of bait
with all other legal methods | Oct. 7 - 13
with aid of bait
with all other legal methods not using dogs

WOLF
Hunting and Trapping | Oct. 15 - Feb. 29, 2016*
Huting with the aid of dogs used for tracking and trailing | Nov. 
30-Feb. 29, 2016*
* Season may close early if quota is likely to be reached. See
2015 Wolf Regulations for more information.

SMALL GAME
Cottontail Rabbit
Northern Zone | Sept. 12 - Feb. 29, 2016
Southern Zone | Oct. 17 (noon) - Feb. 29, 2016
Squirrels (Gray and Fox) | Sept. 12 - Jan. 31, 2016

PROTECTED SPECIES
Hunting protected species, such as badger, woodchuck, jackrabbit, 
moose, and flying squirrel, is prohibited.
See 2015 Small Game Regulations for more details.

*Please contact your local DNR office for specific hunting and trapping 
zone regulations. For general information on firearm safety training 
call: 1 (888) 936-7463.



You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses, cross-country ski passes and snowmobile trail stickers
through the Electronic License System. Online: www.dnr.wi.gov, Toll Free: 1 (888) 936-7463

Or visit one of the ELS agents available throughout La Crosse & Vernon Counties:

CHASEBURG
TIPPY TOE INN
307 Depot St. | Chaseburg | (608) 452-3367

GENOA
CAPTAIN HOOKS BAIT & TACKLE
108 Main St. | Genoa | (608) 689-2800

HILLSBORO
COUNTY MARKET HILLSBORO
E18590 Hwy. 33, 80, 82 | Hillsboro | (608) 489-2423

HILLSBORO HARDWARE HANK
930 Water Ave. | Hillsboro | (608) 489-2588

HOLMEN
HOLMEN HARDWARE HANK
205 S Holmen Dr. | Holmen | (608) 526-3361

HOLMEN PAWN & GUN INC
116 Holmen Dr. N | Holmen | (608) 526-3345

HOLMEN QUICK STOP
402 Holmen Dr. | Holmen | (608) 333-3445

LA CROSSE
ACE OF LA CROSSE
4242 Mormon Coulee Rd. | La Crosse | (608) 788-9950

DNR LA CROSSE SERVICE CENTER
3550 Mormon Coulee Rd. | La Crosse | (608)785-9020

KMART 4089
2415 State Rd. | La Crosse | (608) 788-0800

LA CROSSE, CONTD.
LA CROSSE COUNTY CLERK
400 4th St. N Rm. 1210 | La Crosse | (608) 785-9581

QUILLENS ISLAND
201 Sky Harbour Dr. | La Crosse | (608) 783-6603

ROD’S RIDE ON POWERSPORTS
4140 Mormon Coulee Ct. | La Crosse | (608) 788-4514

WALMART STORE #5127
4622 Mormon Coulle Rd. | La Crosse | (608) 788-1870

WIEBKE FUR CO
110 Rose St. | La Crosse | (608) 784-4402

LA FARGE
HEARTLAND COUNTY CO-OP
210 W Main St. | La Farge | (608) 625-2324

MADDENS TAXIDERMY
53267 Plum Run Rd. | La Farge | 608-625-4293

ROCKTON BAR
S2463 Rockton Loop Rd. | La Farge | (608) 625-4395 

ONALASKA
FARM & FLEET OF LA CROSSE
9438 US Hwy. 16 | Onalaska | (608) 754-2821

GANDER MOUNTAIN 499
9519 State Hwy. 16 | Onalaska | (608) 783-2820

LA CROSSE ARCHERY
1231 Oak Forest Dr. | Onalaska | (608) 781-7752
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ONALASKA, CONTD.
SHAFERS BOATS & BAIT LLC
W7221 North Shore Ln. | Onalaska | (608) 781-3100

WALMART STORE #1679
3107 Market Pl. | Onalaska | (608) 781-8282

READSTOWN
KICKAPOO KWIK STOP
Hwy. 14 W | Readstown | (608) 629-5775

STODDARD
MINNOW SHOP
201 N Main St. | Stoddard | (608) 317-3088

WESTBY
ACE HARDWARE
405 S Main | Westby | (608) 634-3184

WEST SALEM
NESHONOC SPORTS LLC
201 City Hwy. 16 E | West Salem | (608) 786-2266

VIROQUA
DRIFTLESS ANGLER
106 S Main St. | Viroqua | (608) 637-8779

NELSON MILL & AGRI CENTER
217 N Center Ave. | Viroqua | (608) 637-2192

WALMART STORE # 971
1133 N Main St. | Viroqua | (608) 637-8511

VIROQUA QUICK STOP
726 N Main St. | Viroqua | (608) 637-3388
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Fishing Seasons
Early inland trout
March 7 (5 a.m.) to April 26

General inland trout
May 2 (5 a.m.) to Sept. 30

General inland fishing
May 2 to March 6, 2016

Largemouth bass northern zone
May 2 to March 6, 2016

Smallmouth bass northern zone
catch and release
May 2 to June 19

Smallmouth bass northern zone harvest
June 20 to March 6, 2016

Large and smallmouth bass southern zone
May 2 to March 6, 2016

Musky - northern zone
May 23 to Nov. 30

Musky - southern zone
May 2 to Dec. 31

Northern pike
May 2 to March 6, 2016

Walleye
May 2 to March 6, 2016

Lake sturgeon
Sept. 5 to Sept. 30 (hook-and-line)

Free fishing weekends
January 17-18, 2015 (winter)
June 6-7, 2015 (winter)
January 16-17, 2016 (winter) 

http://www.woundedwarriorsguide.com


Follow these guidelines to help prevent and
prepare for capsizing, swamping, or someone
falling overboard.
• Make sure that you and your passengers are wearing life-
jackets while the boat is moving. • Attach the ignition safety  
lanyard to your wrist, clothes, or life jacket. • Don’t allow 
anyone to sit on the gun wale, bow, seat backs, motor cover, 
or areas not designed for seating. Also, don’t let anyone sit 
on pedestal seats when craft is not in idle. • Don’t overload 
your boat. Balance the load of passengers and gear stored 
on-board. • Keep your center of gravity low by not allowing 
people to stand up or move around while craft is in  motion. 
• In small boats, don’t allow anyone to lean beyond the gun-
wale. • Turn boat at slow rates of speed. • Secure the anchor 
line to the bow, never to the stern. • Don’t risk operating 
water craft in rough conditions or bad weather.

(other Than a Personal Watercraft)
• For engines 25 horsepower or less:
- Those under age 12 may operate without
restrictions. 

• For engines over 25 horsepower through 75
horsepower:
- Those under age 12 must have someone 21 years of age or 
older on board within reach of the controls. 

  • For engines over 75 horsepower:
- No children under age 12 may operate, even with an adult on 
board. 
- Other restrictions apply to boat operators 12 to 17 years 
old:
- Operators from 12 to 17 years of age may operate engines of 
25 horsepower or lower with no restrictions. 

• For engines over 25 horsepower:
- Operators 12 to 17 years of age must have: A watercraft 
operator’s permit, or someone age 21 years or older old on 
board within reach of the controls. 

Operating Watercraft

Who May Operate a Motorboat
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• at least one Coast Guard    Approved Type 1, 2, 3 or 5 flotation de-
vice that is the proper size for each person on board or being towed.

• All devices must be in good condition and easily accessible. 

• Children under age 10 must wear a device when on board a boat 
that is underway unless: 
in an enclosed cabin or below deck or on an anchored boat that is 
being used for swimming or diving or passenger craft with a licensed 
captain. 

• Along with the above at least one approved Type 4 must be on 
board boats 16 ft. or longer (except canoes and kayaks) and immedi-
ately available.

• A Coast Guard approved Type 5 device may be substituted for any 
other Coast Guard approved device if it meets the same require-
ments and is noted on the label.

• Anyone riding a jet ski or other Personal Water Craft must wear 
an approved -non inflating flotation device, as well as anyone being 
towed by a water craft.

All Watercraft Must Have...

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Snowmobile Hand Signals

Bicycle Hand Signals
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Recreational Safety

Read the
owner’s manual
and know your vehicle thoroughly. 
• Check your vehicle before you ride. 
• Wear protective equipment and 
clothing. • Don’t lend your vehicle to 
unskilled riders. • Supervise young 
or inexperienced riders. • Never carry 
a passenger on vehicles meant for 
one rider. • Do not operate under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol. • Drive 
at speeds that are appropriate to trail 
conditions. • Stay to the right on trails. 
• Stay away from thin ice, open water 
and wetlands • Know the weather 
forecast. • Make sure headlights and 
taillights work properly. • Maintain safe 
distances between other riders. • Re-
duce your speed when riding at night. 
• Yield to other motor vehicles and trail 
users. • Young or beginning riders are 
encouraged to take a safety training 
course.                                       

Know
Your
ATV
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ATV Safety



 • Always wear a properly fitting bike helmet 
as most serious injuries are to the head. • Be 
sure your handlebars, seat and wheels fit 
snugly. • Keep your bike in good shape by 
checking and oiling your chain, making sure 
your brakes work properly and maintaining 
your tire pressure. • Always ride with both 
hands on the handlebars except when do-
ing turn signals. • When leaving a driveway, 
curb or alleyway always stop and check for 
traffic in both directions. • Cross only at in-
tersections. • Use the crosswalk to walk your 
bike across busy intersections and follow 
the traffic signals. • Never ride against traf-
fic. Travel in the same direction as the cars. • 
Whenever you can, use bike routes and avoid 
busy streets. • Don’t ride near parked cars as 
doors can open and cause accidents. • Obey all 
traffic signs and traffic lights. • When biking 
with friends, ride in a single file. • Always pass 
other bikers or pedestrians on the left and say  
“On your left!” to make your presence known. 
• Always use bicycle hand signals to alert traf-
fic of your changing direction.

Be
Cautious
of Other
Bikers

Drink lots of Water!
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Bicycle Safety

• Do not consume alcohol or take drugs prior to or 
during your snowmobile trip. Doing so increases your 
chances of injury or death.• Slow down and don’t cut 
to the inside of the trail corners.  It’s dangerous and il-
legal. • If you snowmobile at night, don’t override your 
lights. • Always use the buddy system. Never ride off 
alone. • Drowning is one of the causes of many snow-
mobile fatalities. Whenever possible, avoid the ice. • 
Wear sensible, protective clothing designed for oper-
ating a snowmobile. • Use a full size helmet, goggles, 
or visor to prevent injuries from twigs, stones, ice 
chips and other debris. • Avoid wearing long scarves. 
They may get caught in moving parts of the snowmo-
bile. • Know the terrain you are going to ride. If un-
familiar to you, ask someone who has traveled over 
it before. • Know the weather forecast, especially the 
ice and snow conditions. • Be sure your snowmobile 
is in top-notch mechanical condition throughout the 
months of use. • Familiarize yourself with the snow-
mobile you are driving. Thoroughly read the manual 
that accompanies the snowmobile. • Do not pursue 
domestic or wild animals. That is not the conduct of a 
sportsman. Report such violations to the nearest law 
enforcement  officer.

Slow
Down!
Snowmobiling
is fun. Going to the 
hospital isn’t.

Please respect private property 
and no trespassing signs. 
Stay on trails.
Exercise extreme caution on all 
lakes and streams. Obey 

all state and local laws and ordinances. Do 
not operate snowmobiles/ATV’s 
on county roads or state 
highways.
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Snowmobile Safety
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Safety Tips
PARENTS:
• Teach your kids that an emergency is when you need help from a doctor, a police officer or a 
firefighter.

• Designate a safe place by your house that a child can go to if they need help right away.

• Have your kids memorize your address and phone numbers. They should also know your full 
name and where you work.

KIDS:
FIRE SAFETY
• If you or someone else is on fire - remember to STOP, 
DROP and ROLL. Wrap a blanket on the person to help 
put out the fire.

• If there is a fire, leave the house as fast as you can! 
Crawl on the floor to avoid smoke and if the door is 
hot, don’t open it - find another way out.

• Learn all the fire exits in your house. Assign a safe 
place outside for everyone to meet in case of a fire 
emergency.

HOME ALONE
• Never tell anyone that you are home alone.

• If someone calls and asks for your mom and dad, tell 
them “They cannot come to the phone right now, can 
you please call back later?”

• Do not answer the door, unless it is someone that 
you know your parents have okay‘d 
them to come over.

www.LincolnMarketing.us - 35

FIRST AID FOR INSECT BITES/ANAPHYLAXIS & POISON SAFETY
INSECT BITES/ANAPHYLAXIS
Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction from insect bites (latex, food and drug aller-
gies can also cause Anaphylaxis). Typical symptoms include hives, the swelling of lips 
or eyes, swollen throat, drop in blood pressure, light headedness, confusion, nausea 
or diarrhea. If someone is having an allergic reaction from an insect bite with these 
symptoms:

POISON PREVENTION
Teach your children about poison and how it can look like a food or drink. They 
should always ask an adult before eating or drinking anything. Have them learn the 

poison control phone number: 1-800-222-1222 
and keep it programmed or posted near all your 
phones. Here are some prevention tips.

Lock up your poisons and medications. Keep them 
out of the reach of children, lock them up if possible. 
Make sure your children understand that medicine is 
not candy.
Follow directions carefully. Read your labels. Be sure 
to use and store all poisons and medications properly 
according to recommendations.

Keep 
your pets safe from household chemicals, too. 
Don’t allow pets near areas that have just been cleaned 
with chemicals, such as freshly mopped floors or 
bleached bathtubs and sinks. Clean up any antifreeze/
coolant spills. Pets like the flavor but they can die if 
they ingest it. Store poisonous foods or plants in areas 
that your pets cannot access. Call your local emergency 
veterinary hospital if you believe your pet has been 
poisoned.
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Safety Tips
FIRST AID FOR BURNS & CHOKING

BURNS
For minor 1st and 2nd degree burns smaller than 3” in diameter: Cool the Burn. Run 
cool water over the burned area for 5 minutes, or until the pain diminishes. Never put ice on 
a burn!

Bandage the burn with sterile gauze: 
It is important to use loosely wrapped gauze. This will avoid pressure and the bandage pro-
tects blisters. NEVER put lotions, vaseline, ointments or butter on burn. Do not break any blis-
ters, which can cause infection.

Take Aspirin, Ibuprofen, Naproxen or Acetaminophen to relieve pain: 
Minor burns usually heal with these basic treatments. Be aware for signs of infection which 
may include: increased pain, redness, fever, swelling or oozing. If symptoms develop, seek 
medical help. Avoid tanning the burned area for at least a year. Protect the area with sun-
screen outdoors. Avoid giving aspirin to children.

For 3rd degree burns/all major burns - DIAL 911
DO NOT run cold water over large severe burns - this can cause shock.
DO NOT remove burnt clothing.
Check for signs of breathing/coughing/movement.
If there are no signs of breathing begin CPR.
Elevate burned areas above heart level, if possible.
Cover the burn(s) with cool, sterile, moist bandages, towels or cloth.

CHOKING
Most people clutch at their throats when choking, an obvious symbol for help. However, if a 
person isn’t giving that signal, be alert for these indications. Inability to talk, difficulty breath-
ing or noisy breathing, inability to cough forcefully, skin/lips/nails turning blue, loss of con-
sciousness.

The Red Cross recommends a “five-and-five” method for first aid: First give five blows between 
the person’s shoulders with the heel of your hand. Second, perform the Heimlich maneuver 

(abdominal thrusts) five times. Alternate between five back blows and 
five abdominal thrusts until the blockage is dislodged.

IN AN EMERGENCY, DIAL 911


