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Local Area Events

JANUARY
• Charlotte County Boat Show - 
Port Charlotte
• Charlotte County Fair
• Harbor Hustle 5K - Punta Gorda
• Maximum Velocity Car Show - 
Port Charlotte
• Punta Gorda Seafood & Music Festival
• Southwest Florida Wood Art Expo -
Punta Gorda
• Two Guys Gun Show - Port Charlotte

FEBRUARY
• Annual Art Expo - Punta Gorda
• Englewood Seafood & Music Festival
• Repticon - Port Charlotte

MARCH
• Food Truck Rally & Music Festival - 
Englewood
• Annual Caribbean Heritage Month 
Celebration - Port Charlotte
• Loveland Center Ability 5K Run & 1K Fun 
Walk - Punta Gorda
• Taste of Punta Gorda & Beyond
• Annual Peace River National Art Festival - 
Punta Gorda

APRIL - MAY
• Annual FLOFEST - Port Charlotte
• Fiesta Del SOL - Solana
• Giovanni’s Italian Fest - Port Charlotte

JUNE - JULY
• Fireworks at Laishley Park - Punta Gorda
• Annual Friday Night Concert Series - 
Englewood (June-Aug)
• YMCA Triathlon - Englewood

AUGUST - SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER
• Pirate Treasure Trot 5K - Port Charlotte
• Annual Labor Day Weekend Venice Craft 
Festival - Englewood
• Jamaican Independence Day Festival - 
Port Charlotte
• Loomis Brothers Circus - Port Charlotte
• Let’s EAT Restaurant week - Englewood
• Halloween Notte Port Charlotte Pumpkin 
Festival
• Field Of Dreams Country Classic - 
Port Charlotte
• Oktoberfest - Port Charlotte
• Wet & Wild Kidz Fest - Port Charlotte

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER
• Annual Thanksgiving Weekend Sullivan 
Craft Festival - Punta Gorda
• Annual Great Garage Sale - Port Charlotte
• Annual Charitable Golf Tournament - 
Port Charlotte
• Annual Charlotte Co. Habitats Turkey Trot - 
Punta Gorda
• Arts & Crafts Show - Punta Gorda & 
Port Charlotte
• Cannafest - Port Charlotte
• Florida International Air Show - 
Punta Gorda
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NOVEMBER - DECEMBER (CONTD)
• Field of Dreams Country Classic - 
Port Charlotte
• Twisted Fork - Port Charlotte
• Puff & Paint Cannafest - Port Charlotte
• Pet Fair Extravaganza - Port Charlotte
• Englewoods BeachFest
• Englewoods Turkey Trot
• Fantasea Shark Fishing Tournament - 
Englewood

• Englewood Craft Show
• Annual Paradise Christmas Fair @ Laishley 
Park - Punta Gorda
• Annual Holiday Social - Port Charlotte
• Holiday Craft & Vendor Show - Punta Gorda

* Events are subject to change

https://www.heightsaluminum.com/


Residential Services

Administration.....................................................................................................941-743-1944
Animal Control.....................................................................................................941-833-5690
Clerk of Circuit Court.............................................................................................941-505-4716
Community Development.....................................................................................941-743-1201
Community Services............................................................................................941-625-7529
County Attorney...................................................................................................941-743-1330
County Commission.............................................................................................941-743-1300
Economic Development........................................................................................941-764-4941
Emergency............................................................................................................................911
Emergency Management.....................................................................................941-833-4000
Extension Service..................................................................................................941-764-4340
Facilities...............................................................................................................941-743-1392
Fire & EMS...........................................................................................................941-833-5600
Garbage & Recycling............................................................................................941-764-4360
Human Resources................................................................................................941-743-1260
Human Services...................................................................................................941-833-6500
Libraries & History................................................................................................941-613-3200
Parks & Recreation...............................................................................................941-625-7529
Public Safety........................................................................................................941-833-5600
Public Works........................................................................................................941-575-3600
Sheriff 
 Punta Gorda & Port Charlotte...............................................................941-639-2120
 Englewood............................................................................................941-474-3233
Transit..................................................................................................................941-575-4000
Utilities (Water & Sewer).....................................................................................941-764-4300
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https://pineapplestorage.com/
https://www.jybastesburns.com/
https://jinky777.kangendemo.com/


6 - Charlotte County • Resident Guide

Charlotte County History

The county of Charlotte was founded on April 23, 1921. The Bay of Charlotte Harbor inspired its 
name. “Charlotte” is derived from the Spanish word “Carlota”. The Spanish dubbed the location 
“Bahia de Carlota” in 1565, while the English honored Queen Charlotte in 1775 by renaming 
the place Charlotte Harbor. The sole incorporated city in Charlotte County is Punta Gorda. There 
were 186,847 people living there as of the 2020 census. Punta Gorda is its county seat.

Cities
Punta Gorda - 19,471 (County Seat)

Census Designated Places 
(Unincorporated)
Charlotte Harbor - 3,784
Charlotte Park - 2,667
Cleveland - 3,435
Englewood - 20,800
Grove City - 2,174
Harbour Heights - 3,428
Manasota Key - 1,326
Port Charlotte - 60,625
Rotonda - 10,114
Solana - 671

Other Unincorporated Communities
Boca Grande - 1,900
Cape Haze - 2,125
Deep Creek - 15,161
Little Gasparilla Island - 1,900
Murdock - 46,451
Placida - 3,416
Babcock Ranch (a solar-powered commu-
nity currently under construction.)

*Populations are approximate.
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Charlotte County Communities

Punta Gorda
Punta Gorda, sometimes known as Fat Point in English, is a city in Southwest Florida that serves 
as the county seat of Charlotte County. About ten years after the Civil War, Frederick and Jarvis 
Howard, soldiers of the Union Army, homesteaded a region south of the Peace River close to 
the modern-day Punta Gorda. James and Josephine Lockhart purchased land in 1876, and they 
erected a home on it that is now the city’s center. James Madison Lanier, a hunter and trapper, 
purchased Lockhart’s claim approximately two years later. There were 19,471 people
living in the city as of the 2020 U.S. Census.

Englewood
Florida’s Charlotte and Sarasota counties contain the census-designated place (CDP) Englewood. 
Ceramics from the Safety Harbor and Weeden Island cultures were found during archaeological 
excavations in what is now Englewood. William Goff, who came by schooner from Tampa in 
1878, was one of the first white settlers in the area. He established his farm a few miles south 
of the Englewood plot. A post office was also established in the neighborhood on July 3, 1895. 
There were 20,800 people living there as of the 2020 census.

Port Charlotte
In Charlotte County, Florida, Port Charlotte is a census-designated place (CDP) and an 
unincorporated community. U.S. News & World Report listed Port Charlotte as one of the “10 
Best Places to Retire” in the country for 2012. Florida became a U.S. territory after the Spanish 
gave it up in 1819, and it became the 27th state in 1845. The region surrounding Port Charlotte 
remained largely undeveloped throughout the first 100 years of the state’s existence. Most 
roads and railroads heading into southwest Florida had gotten around the Port Charlotte area, 
according to maps of the region at the start of the 20th century. Except for a few small farms 
and cattle ranches, the region was largely deserted. When the post-World War II boom made 
land development in Florida more feasible, this would all change. In 2020, there were 60,625 
people living there.
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Parks & Recreation
Ainger Creek Park
2011 Placida Road | Englewood | 
941-681-3742
Amenities: Boat Ramp, Canoeing, Kayaking 
& Paddling, FishingRestroom/Portable Toilet.

Amberjack Environmental Park
6450 Gasparilla Pines Blvd. | Rotonda | 
941-613-3220
Amenities: Birding, Nature Preserve & Nature 
Trail.

Bayshore Live Oak Park
23157 Bayshore Road | Port Charlotte | 
941-627-1628
Amenities: BBQ, Grills, Canoeing, Kayaking 
& Paddling, Dog Friendly, Facility Rentals, 
Fishing, Fishing Pier, Historic Features, Multi 
Purpose-Open Space, Nature Preserve, 
Nature Trail, Picnic Shelters, Picnic Tables, 
Playground & Restroom/Portable Toilet.

Butterford Waterway Park
13555 Marathon Blvd. | Port Charlotte | 
941-681-3742
Amenities: Boat Ramp & Fishing

Carmalita Park
2605 Carmalita Street | Punta Gorda | 
941-627-1074
Amenities: BMX, Bike Trails, Concession 
Stand, Facility Rentals, Football Fields, Horse 
Arena, Picnic Tables, Playground, Restroom/
Portable Toilet, Skate Park & Softball Fields.

Franz Ross Park
19333 Quesada Ave. | Port Charlotte | 
941-681-3742
Amenities: BBQ Grills, Facility Rentals, 
Football Field, Nature Preserve, Nature Trail, 
Pickleball Courts, Picnic Shelters, Picnic 
Tables, Playground, Restroom/Portable Toilet 
& Tennis Courts.

Larry Taylor Kiwanis Park
501 Donora Street | Port Charlotte | 
941-627-1628
Amenities: BBQ Grills, Birding, Dog Friendly, 
Facility Rentals, Fishing, Fitness Trails, Nature 
Preserve, Nature Trail, Picnic Shelters, Picnic 
Tables, Playground & Restroom/Portable 
Toilet.

Midway Park
23023 Midway Blvd. | Port Charlotte | 
941-627-1074
Amenities: BBQ Grills, Multi Purpose-Open 
Space, Pickleball Courts, Restroom/Portable 
Toilet & Tennis Courts.

Oyster Creek Environmental Park
2333 Placida Road | Englewood | 
941-681-3742
Amenities: Canoeing, Kayaking & Paddling, 
Dog Friendly, Fishing, Nature Preserve, 
Nature Trail & Picnic Tables.

Placida Fishing Pier
13120 Pier Road | Placida | 941-681-3742
Amenities: Fishing, Fishing Pier & Restroom/
Portable Toilet.

Parks & Recreation
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Prairie Creek Preserve
1900 Duncan Road | Punta Gorda | 
941-613-3220
Amenities: Birding, Canoeing, Kayaking & 
Paddling, Horse Trails, Nature Preserve & 
Nature Trail.

Rotonda Community Park
100 Rotonda Blvd. E | Rotonda West | 
941-681-3742
Amenities: BBQ Grills, Bike Trails, Multi 
Purpose-Open Space, Nature Preserve, 
Nature Trail, Pickleball Courts, Picnic Shelters, 
Picnic Tables, Playground, Restroom/
Portable Toilet & Tennis Courts.

Shell Creek Preserve
4334 Nellis Lane | Punta Gorda | 
941-613-3220
Amenities: Bierding, Nature Preserve & 
Nature Trail.

Thornton Key Preserve
8 Thornton Key Preserve | Englewood | 
941-613-3220
Amenities: Birding, Canoeing, Kayaking & 
Paddling, Nature Preserve & Nature Trails.

William R. Gaines Jr. Veterans 
Memorial Park
20499 Edgewater Drive | Port Charlotte | 
941-627-1074
Amenities: Birding, Canoeing, Kayaking 
& Paddling, Fishing, Fishing PIer, Nature 
Preserve, Nature Trail, Pickleball Courts, 
Picnic Tables, Playground, Restroom/
Portable Toilet & Tennis Courts.
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Area Attractions

ArtScape Sculpture Garden
460 W Green St. | Englewood
Blanchard House Museum
406 Dr. Martin Luther King Dr. | Punta Gorda | 
(941) 575-7518
Boat Rental Seekers
150 Laishley Ct. | Punta Gorda | 
(239) 955-2800
Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center
Cedar Point Environmental Park | 2300 
Placida Rd. | Englewood | (941) 475-0769
Charlotte Sports Park
2300 El Jobean Rd. | Port Charlotte | 
(941) 235-5010
Englewoods Farmers Market
300 block - west of Dearbors Street
Escape Rooms Unlocked
401 E Olympia Ave. | Punta Gorda | 
(941) 295-6880
Fisherman’s Village
1200 W Retta Esplanade #57a | Punta Gorda | 
(800) 639-0020
Higher Ground Performing Arts Studio 
& Entertainment
17353 Geddes Ave. | Port Charlotte | 
(941) 625-3622
Iguanaland
33900 Bermont Rd. | Punta Gorda | 
(941) 844-5350
Lemon Bay Playhouse
96 W Dearborn St. | Englewood | 
(941) 475-6756
Military Heritage Museum
900 W. Marion Ave. | Punta Gorda | 
(941) 575-9002

Myakka Pines Golf Club
25505 River Rd. | Englewood | 
(941) 474-1753
Octagon Wildlife Sanctuary
41660 Horseshoe Rd. | Punta Gorda | 
(239) 543-1130
Peace River Botanical & Sculpture 
Gardens
5827 Riverside Dr. | Punta Gorda | 
(941) 621-8299
Peace River Wildlife Center
3400 Ponce De Leon Pkwy. | Punta Gorda | 
(941) 637-3830
Port Charlotte Town Center
1441 Tamiami Trl. | Port Charlotte | 
(941) 624-4447
Punta Gorda Chocolate & Wine
117 Herald Ct. | Punta Gorda | 
(941) 505-0479
Punta Gorda / Englewood Beach VCB 
Visitor Info Center
1700 Tamiami Trl. Ste. G2 | Punta | Gorda
Punta Gorda History Center
512 E Grace St. | Punta Gorda | 
(941) 916-8800
Punta Gorda Historical Society
501 Shreve St. | Punta Gorda | 
(262) 442-0709
Punta Gorda Historical Mural 
Society / Tours
252 W Marion Ave. | Punta Gorda | 
(941) 979-2786
Punta Gorda Historic Railroad Depot & 
Antique Mall
1009 Taylor Rd. | Punta Gorda | 
(941) 639-6774
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Punta Gorda Symphony
6210 Scott Ste. #213 | Punta Gorda | 
(941) 205-5996
Saturn 5 Arcade
1441 Tamiami Trl. | Port Charlotte | 
(877) 352-7529
Sea Grape Artists Gallery
113 W Marion Ave. | Punta Gorda | 
(941) 575-1718

Stump Pass Marina
260 Maryland Ave. | Englewood | 
(941) 697-2206
Tippecanoe Environmental Park
2400 El Jobean Rd. | Port Charlotte | 
(941) 613-3220
Visani Italian Steakhouse & 
Comedy Theater
2400 Kings Hwy. | Port Charlotte | 
(941) 269-9191

https://millersmurphybedoutlet.com/
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https://peacerivercharters.com/
https://getvipcare.com/


You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses online https://myfwc.com, or call Fishing 888-347-4356, 
Hunting 888-486-8356 or visit one of the FWC agents available throughout the area:
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FWC License Centers

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission
620 S. Meridian St. | Tallahassee
(850) 488-4676 | myfwc.com
 
Englewood
Charlotte TC - Englewood
6868 San Casa Dr. | Englewood | 
(941) 681-3706

WalMart #1874
2931 S McCall Rd. | Englewood | 
(941) 475-9220

Port Charlotte
Charlotte TC - B Olean
21229 B Olean Blvd. | Port Charlotte | 
(941) 743-1536

Charlotte TC - Murdock
18500 Murdock Circle Suite 128 | 
Port Charlotte | (941) 743-1536

Port Charlotte (Contd)
WalMart #721
19100 Murdock Circle | Port Charlotte | 
(941) 625-2399

WalMart #3349
375 Kings Highway | Port Charlotte | 
(941) 625-1201

Punta Gorda
Charlotte TC - Punta Gorda
410 Taylor Rd. | Punta Gorda | 
(941) 833-5484

WalMart #778
5001 Taylor Road | Punta Gorda | 
(941) 637-3800

www.LincolnMarketing.us - 21
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Recreational Freshwater or Saltwater 
Fishing License Prices: 
Resident Annual:  $17.00
Resident Five-Year:  $79.00
Non-Resident Annual:  $47.00
Non-Resident 3-Day:  $17.00
Non-Resident 7-Day:  $30.00
Resident Annual Saltwater Shoreline License: 
No-Cost
Annual Resident Military Gold Sportsman’s 
License:  $20.00
Annual Resident Gold Sportsman’s License:  
$100.00
Five-Year Resident Gold Sportsman’s License:  
$494.00
Annual Resident Silver Sportsman’s 64+:  
$13.50
Five-Year Resident Silver Sportsman’s 64+:  
$61.50
Resident Youth Fishing License:  $17.00
Resident Youth Gold Sportsman’s License 
(available with completion of hunter 
education requirements):  $100.00

Promotional Prices, Freshwater or 
Saltwater:
Annual Gold Sportsman - $50.75, plus 
applicable fees
5-year Gold Sportsman - $247.75, plus 
applicable fees
Lifetime Sportsman:
Age 0-4 - $201.50, plus applicable fees
Age 5-12 - $351.50, plus applicable fees
Ages 13-64 - $501.50, plus applicable fees
License-free Freshwater Days
First consecutive Saturday & Sunday in April
Second consecutive Saturday & Sun. in June
License-Free Saltwater Days
First consecutive Saturday & Sunday in June
First Saturday in September
Saturday following Thanksgiving

For specific zone areas, dates & details check online: 
https://myfwc.com, Telephone: (850) 488-4676, 
or scan the QR code.
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FISHING PIERS
Adrienne Street Fishing Pier
East Marion Avenue and Adrienne Street | 
Punta Gorda
Allapatchee Shores Park Fishing Pier ~ 
Dock
3100 Hickory Court | Punta Gorda | 941-505-8686
Anger Fishing Pier
1385 Beach Road | Englewood | 941-681-3742
Bayshore Live Oak Park Fishing Pier
23157 Bayshore Road | Sibley Bay Drive & 
Bayshore Road | Charlotte Harbor | 941-235-5013
Chadwick Park Fishing Pier ~ 
Englewood Beach
2100 North Beach Road | Englewood
Coral Creek ~ Placida Rotary 
Centennial Fishing Pier
Fishery Road & Gasparilla Road | Placida
Gasparilla Fishing Pier ~ 
Placida Fishing Pier
Fishery Road & Gasparilla Road | Placida
Gilcrist Park Fishing Pier
400 West Retta Esplanade | Punta Gorda
Laishley Park Fishing Pier
100 Nesbit Street | Punta Gorda
Myakka North Fishing Pier ~ AKA ~ 
El Jobean Pier
Garden Road & River Beach Drive | Port Charlotte
Oyster Creek Regional Park Fishing Piers ~ 
Western Side
Placida Road
Port Charlotte Beach Fishing Pier
4500 Harbor Boulevard | Port Charlotte
Spring Lake Park Fishing Decks
3520 Lakeview Boulevard | Port Charlotte

BOAT RAMPS
Ainger Creek Park Boat Ramp
2011 Placida Road | Englewood | 941-681-3742
Allapatchee Shores Park Hand Launch
3100 Hickory Court | Punta Gorda
Butterford Boat Ramp
13555 Marathon Boulevard | Port Charlotte | 
941-473-1018
Darst Park Boat Ramp
537 Darst Avenue | Punta Gorda
El Jobean Boat Ramp
4224 El Jobean Road | Port Charlotte | 
941-625-7529
Harbour Heights Park Boat Ramp
27420 Voyageur Drive | Punta Gorda | 
941-627-1074
Hathaway Park Boat Ramp
35461 Washington Loop Road | Punta Gorda
Laishley Park Boat Ramp
100 Nesbit Street | Punta Gorda
Placida Boat Ramp
Boca Grande Causeway & Gasparilla Road | 
Placida
Ponce De Leon Park Boat Ramp
Ponce de Leon Parkway and West Marion Avenue 
| Punta Gorda
Port Charlotte Beach Park Boat Ramp
4500 Harbor Boulevard | Port Charlotte | 
941-327-7628
Riverside Park Boat Ramp
8320 Riverside Drive | Punta Gorda
South Gulf Cove Boat Ramp
10150 Amicola Street | Port Charlotte
Spring Lake Park Boat Ramp
3520 Lakeview Boulevard | Port Charlotte
Ramp entrance is actually on Edgewater Drive

Fishing Piers & Boat RampsFishing Licensing



BeachesBeaches

Chadwick Park / Englewood Beach
2100 North Beach Road | Englewood
Don Pedro State Park
8450 Placida Road | Cape Haze
Gasparilla Island State Park
Gulf Boulevard and Belcher Road | 
Boca Grande

Ponce De Leon Park Beach
Ponce de Leon Parkway and West Marion 
Avenue | Punta Gorda
Port Charlotte Beach Park
4500 Harbor Boulevard | Port Charlotte | 
941-627-1628
Stump Pass Beach Park
700 Gulf Boulevard | Englewood
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Local Area Trails
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https://www.kappyskarts.com/
https://www.momceo.com/SueHartwell


Patience and Forgiveness: Pets, especially young ones, can be mischievous or have accidents. Be patient with 
them during the training process and forgive any mistakes they make along the way.

Emergency Preparedness: Have a plan in place for emergencies, including natural disasters. Know how to 
evacuate with your pet safely if needed.

If you have just rescued / adopted a new fur baby, please it is important to remember the 3-3-3 RULE:

3 Days: 
In the first 3 days being in its new home, they will be feeling overwhelmed, scared & unsure of what is going on. 
They may also be uncomfortable being “themselves”, and may not want to eat or drink. They may want to “shut 
down” or hide under a bed or in a crate, and they will test boundaries.

3 Weeks:
At this point, they may be a lot more comfortable & settling in. Learning a new routine can be overwhelming, 
so please be patient. By now they may have figured out the new environment & accepted that this may be their 
FURever home. Their personality traits will start to show, as well as any behavior issue that may be present.

3 Months: 
For most fur babies, 3 months is enough time to finally be comfortable and begin to build trust and a true bond. 
A sense of security may be present & a set routine will help this process. 

Please know that this is not the rule with every rescued or adopted pet, as some may need 6 months to a year to 
adjust & adapt, depending on MANY factors. Age of animal, what type of an environment did they come from? 

ANN & CHUCK DEVER 
REGIONAL PAW PARK
6801 San Casa Dr. 
Englewood | (941) 681-3760
KATHERINE ARIENS DOG 
PARK AT EDGEWATER 
PARK
22410 Glass Ln. | Port Charlotte 
(941) 627-1628
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DOG PARKS

Commitment and Time: Owning a pet is a long-term commitment. Before bringing a pet home, consider your 
lifestyle and ensure you have enough time to spend with your pet. Dogs, cats, and many other animals require 
attention, exercise, and mental stimulation.

Choose the Right Pet for Your Lifestyle: Different pets have varying needs, temperaments, and activity lev-
els. Research and select a pet that fits well with your lifestyle, living situation, and family dynamics. Whether you 
choose a dog, cat, bird, fish, or any other animal, make sure you can provide for its specific needs.

Proper Nutrition: Feed your pet a balanced and nutritious diet suitable for their species and age. Consult with 
a veterinarian to determine the best food options for your pet’s health and well-being.

Regular Exercise: Most pets need regular physical activity to stay healthy and happy. Engage in playtime and 
exercise with your pet daily, as it helps prevent obesity and provides mental stimulation.

Routine Veterinary Care: Schedule regular check-ups with a veterinarian to monitor your pet’s health, get nec-
essary vaccinations, and address any concerns. Early detection of health issues can often lead to better outcomes.

Spaying/Neutering: Consider spaying or neutering your pet if you don’t plan on breeding. This helps control the 
pet population and can have health benefits for your pet.

Training and Socialization: Properly train your pet to follow basic commands and have good manners. Social-
ize them with other animals and people from a young age to prevent behavioral issues later on.

Provide a Safe Environment: Ensure that your home and yard are safe for your pet. Remove hazards, keep toxic 
substances out of reach, and provide appropriate shelter from extreme weather conditions.

Grooming: Regular grooming is essential for most pets. Brush their fur, trim nails, and clean their ears as needed 
to keep them comfortable and healthy.

Identification and Microchipping: Keep identification tags with your current contact information on your 
pet’s collar. Consider microchipping your pet as an extra measure to ensure they can be identified if lost.

Love and Attention: Pets thrive on love and attention 
from their owners. Spend quality time with your pet, 
provide affection, and build a strong bond.

Respect and Understanding: Learn to understand 
your pet’s body language and behavior. Respect their 
boundaries and feelings, and avoid forcing them into un-
comfortable situations.

So, You have decided to get a pet... NOW WHAT??
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https://www.englewoodsondearborn.com/

