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Local Area Events
JANUARY
Black Hills Stock Show & Rodeo | Rapid City

FEBRUARY
Mardi Gras Celebration | Deadwood

MARCH
Trade Show | Custer
St. Patrick’s Day Weekend | Deadwood
Black Hills Horse Expo | Rapid City
Extraterrestrial Abductions Day | Sturgis
Weaver Art Gallery Competition | Sturgis
Badland Quilters Getaway | Wall

APRIL
National Wild Turkey Federation Banquet | Custer
Kids Fair | Rapid City
Easter Egg Hunt | Spearfish
Sturgis Community Garage Sales

MAY
Korczak Day | Custer
Fat Tire Festival | Rapid City
Air & Space Museum Open House | Rapid City
Chocolate Festival | Spearfish
Sturgis Soccer Invitational Tournament

JUNE
National Trails Day | Custer
Night Blast | Custer
Ron Trihart Memorial | Custer
Stampede Rodeo | Custer
Volksmarch | Deadwood
Black Hills Bluegrass Festival | Rapid City
Black Hills Overdrive All Car Rally | Rapid City
Black Hills Quilters Guild Show | Rapid City
Festival of Presidents | Rapid City
Cavalry Days | Sturgis
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Local Area Events
JULY
Gold Discovery Days | Custer
Old Time Country Fair | Custer
Black Hills Heritage Festival | Rapid City
Mt. Rushmore 4th of July Celebration | Rapid City
Mustang & Ford Club Car Show | Rapid City
Rapid City Summer Nights
Western Dakota Gem & Mineral Show | Rapid City
Celebration Life Festival | Spearfish
Festival in the Park | Spearfish
BAM Festival | Sturgis
Meade County Fair | Sturgis

AUGUST
Crazy Days | Custer
Custer County Fair | Custer
Custer Cruisin
Laura Ingalls Day | Keystone
Central States Fair & Rodeo | Rapid City
Community Fish Fry | Spearfish
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally & Races
Butte-Lawrence County Fair | Nisland

SEPTEMBER
Chili Cook Off | Custer
Buffalo Roundup | Custer
Custer Stampede Buffalo Art Auction
Labor Day Open House | Custer
Black Hills Autumn Expedition | Rapid City
Dakota Celtic Festival | Rapid City
Mickelson Trail Trek | Rapid City
Northern Hills Business Expo | Spearfish
Mustang Rally | Sturgis
Sturgis Pedal Regatta 

OCTOBER
Halloween Night Hike | Custer
Deadweird | Deadwood
Oktoberfest | Deadwood
Black Hills Pow-Wow | Rapid City
Savor the Flavor of the Northern Hills | Spearfish
Halloween Fun Night | Sturgis

NOVEMBER
Buffalo Auction | Custer
Festival of Lights Parade | Rapid City
Parade of Lights | Sturgis

DECEMBER
A Custer Christmas
Jingle in the Jungle | Rapid City
Story Book Island Christmas | Rapid City
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CUSTER COUNTY
Auditor ...................................................................................................................(605) 673-8173
Building & Ground Maintenance ....................................................................................673-8117
Director of Equalization ...................................................................................................673-8170
Emergency ............................................................................................................................911
Emergency Management ...............................................................................................673-8128
Extension Office .............................................................................................................673-4971
Health Department ........................................................................................................673-2847
Highway Department .....................................................................................................673-5678
Human Resources ...........................................................................................................673-8175
Register of Deeds ............................................................................................................673-8171  
Sheriff .............................................................................................................................673-8176
State’s Attorney ..............................................................................................................673-8175
Treasurer .........................................................................................................................673-8172
Veterans Services ...........................................................................................................673-8123

LAWRENCE COUNTY
Auditor ...................................................................................................................(605) 578-1941
Building & Ground Maintenance ....................................................................................578-1570
Director of Equalization ...................................................................................................578-3680 
Emergency ............................................................................................................................911
Emergency Management ...............................................................................................578-2122
Extension Office .............................................................................................................642-6200
Health Department ........................................................................................................578-2660
Highway Department .....................................................................................................578-2183 
Human Resources ...........................................................................................................578-2402
Register of Deeds ............................................................................................................578-3930   
Sheriff .............................................................................................................................578-2230
State’s Attorney ..............................................................................................................578-1707 
Treasurer .........................................................................................................................578-1862 
Veterans Services ...........................................................................................................578-9748

Resident Services
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MEADE COUNTY
Auditor ...................................................................................................................(605) 347-2360
Building & Ground Maintenance ....................................................................................347-2360
Director of Equalization ...................................................................................................347-3818
Emergency ............................................................................................................................911
Emergency Management ...............................................................................................347-4222
Extension Office .............................................................................................................347-2436
Health Department ........................................................................................................347-5650
Highway Department .....................................................................................................347-4565
Human Resources ...........................................................................................................720-1625
Register of Deeds ............................................................................................................347-2356  
Sheriff .............................................................................................................................347-2681
State’s Attorney ..............................................................................................................347-4491
Treasurer .........................................................................................................................347-7623
Veterans Services ...........................................................................................................347-7623

PENNINGTON COUNTY
Auditor ...................................................................................................................(605) 394-2152
Building & Ground Maintenance ....................................................................................394-2174
Director of Equalization ...................................................................................................394-2175
Emergency ............................................................................................................................911
Emergency Management ...............................................................................................394-2185
Extension Office .............................................................................................................394-2188
Health Department ........................................................................................................394-2156
Highway Department .....................................................................................................394-2166
Human Resources ...........................................................................................................721-6112
Register of Deeds ............................................................................................................394-2177  
Sheriff .............................................................................................................................394-6113
State’s Attorney ..............................................................................................................394-2191
Treasurer .........................................................................................................................394-2161
Veterans Services ...........................................................................................................394-2266

Resident Services
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As gold was discovered in the Black Hills, Custer County was established. Founded in 1877, Custer 
County was named after General George A. Custer. The county seat was originally chosen as Hay-
ward, but due to an undecided election, Custer City was able to successfully battle for the county 
seat. Residents of Custer City devised a plan of staging a massacre to distract Hayward officials 
and the county seat was secured. As the Burlington Railroad arrived in 1890, Custer County con-
tinued to grow until the gold rush ended. Industry began to include agriculture, mining, ranching 
and tourism. Today Custer County is home to approximately 7,924 residents. 

Custer County History (Custer, County Seat)

BUFFALO GAP – pop. 154
CUSTER (COUNTY SEAT) – pop. 1,980 
FAIRBURN – pop. 75

HERMOSA – pop. 351
PRINGLE – pop. 113
*Populations are approximate.
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Custer County Communities
BUFFALO GAP
Buffalo Gap, founded in 1877, was named due to buffalo traveling through the gap of the nearby 
Beaver Creek. A post office was established and by 1884 there were over 1200 people in resi-
dence. As the railroad arrived in 1885, the area continued to grow and had a variety of saloons, 
hotels, specialty shops and a bank. A boomtown and cattle town, Buffalo Gap has since grown to 
a small rural community. Today Buffalo Gap is home to approximately 154 residents.  

CUSTER (COUNTY SEAT)
General George A. Custer commanded an expedition to the area in search of gold in 1874. As gold 
was discovered, a community was quickly founded and Custer was originally known as Stone-
wall. By 1875 there were several thousand people panning for gold and Stonewall was renamed 
Custer. Within a year, news spread of gold found in Deadwood Gulch and Custer was left almost 
abandoned. In 1877 Custer was selected as the county seat and the area grew slowly. The Harney 
National Forest Headquarters were established in 1898 and Custer State Park was then founded 
in 1913. Today Custer is home to approximately 1,980 residents.  



8 Black Hills | Resident Guide

Lawrence County was organized in 1877 and named in honor of its first county treasurer, Colonel 
John Lawrence. Although Lawrence County was one of the smallest counties in South Dakota, 
it included half the population and wealth of the Black Hills, estimated at 18,000 people and 
11 million dollars in 1903. Settlers arrived in search of gold and communities were established 
near stage coach stops and rail lines. With the gold rush, Lawrence County was booming. As the 
gold rush ended, development slowed. Deadwood was voted as the county seat and was home 
to several historical figures including Wild Bill Hickok and Calamity Jane. At one point, Deadwood 
was the largest city in South Dakota Today Lawrence County is home to approximately 23,498 
residents.  

Lawrence County History (Deadwood, County Seat)

CENTRAL CITY – pop. 138
DEADWOOD (COUNTY SEAT) – pop. 1,272 
LEAD – pop. 2,848
NORTH SPEARFISH – pop. 2,306 

SPEARFISH – pop. 9,979
SAINT ONGE – pop. 347
WHITEWOOD – pop. 856
*Populations are approximate.

DEADWOOD (COUNTY SEAT)
Once an illegal community, Deadwood was incorporated in 1876 and named after dead trees 
found in the nearby canyon. Gambling, prostitution and gold mining attracted settlers and by 
1880 its population reached 5,000. Deadwood became famous for the murder of Wild Bill Hickok 
and the community was widely recognized for its lawless character. As the gold rush ended, 
Deadwood was almost destroyed by fire. The railroad arrived in 1881 and Deadwood continued to 
prosper, having the first telephone service in South Dakota. It was the trading center for the Black 
Hills and selected as the county seat. Today Deadwood is home to approximately 1,272 residents.  

LEAD
In 1876 the Homestake Mining Company founded Lead as a company town. As families grew, the 
need for education grew. Phoebe Hearst, local resident, established a kindergarten school and a 
library in 1900. As the gold rush slowed, Lead’s population began to decline. With over four hun-
dred historic buildings, much of Lead was registered on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1974. Today Lead is home to approximately 2,848 residents.   

SPEARFISH
The name Spearfish was coined by local Native Americans and fur traders and trappers as the 
local stream was a prime place for spearing fish. The community was platted in 1876 and a post 
office and general store were established a year later. The Spearfish Normal School was built in 
1883, which is now recognized as Black Hills State University. As the railroad arrived in 1893, 
Spearfish continued to grow. The D.C. Booth Fish Hatchery and Matthew’s Opera House are locat-
ed here, attracting visitors annually. Today Spearfish is home to approximately 9,979 residents. 

WHITEWOOD
Whitewood was established in 1888 and as the railroad arrived, the area began to thrive. The 
railroad station became the heart of the community and Whitewood was known as the Hub of 
the Hills. As the gold rush ended, development began to slow. Today Whitewood is home to ap-
proximately 856 residents.  

Black Hills | Resident Guide 9

Lawrence County Communities
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Meade County, the largest county in South Dakota, was named in honor of General George Meade 
whom Fort Meade is named for. It was established in 1878 and settled by prospectors in search 
of gold and soldiers stationed at Fort Meade. Communities grew quickly near stage coach stops 
and from 1900 to 1910, the population of Meade County grew from almost 5,000 to over 12,000. 
Industry began to include agriculture, ranching and tourism. Today Meade County is home to 
approximately 23,916 residents. 

Meade County History (Sturgis, County Seat)

BLACKHAWK – pop. 2,432
BOX ELDER – pop. 4,271 
ELLSWORTH AFB – pop. 4,165
FAITH – pop. 439

PIEDMONT – pop. 2,820
STURGIS (COUNTY SEAT) – pop. 5,981
SUMMERSET – pop. 429
*Populations are approximate.
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Meade County Communities
BOX ELDER
Settled in a fertile valley, Box Elder was founded as the railroad arrived in 1907. It was named af-
ter the local box elder trees and the community began to grow. A post office, school and general 
stores were established, attracting many settlers. It is the site of the Ellsworth Airforce Base and 
the Air and Space Museum. Today Box Elder is home to approximately 4,271 residents.  

ELLSWORTH AIRFORCE BASE
The Ellsworth Airforce Base was established in 1942 to train military pilots for World War II. It was 
first known as the Rapid City Army Air Base until it was renamed in honor of Brigadier General 
Richard E. Ellsworth.  It now houses the 28th Bomb Wing of the Air Combat Command and is 
NASA Space Shuttle’s emergency landing site. Today the Ellsworth Airforce Base is home to ap-
proximately 4,165 residents. 

PIEDMONT
As the railroad arrived in the late 1800s, Piedmont was established. Its name is French for foot of 
the mountain, as it lies near the base of the Black Hills. The community attracted miners, lumber-
ers and pioneers and has since continued to grow. Piedmont was officially incorporated in 2008. 
Today Piedmont is home to approximately 2,820 residents. 

STURGIS (COUNTY SEAT)
Fort Meade was established in 1878 to defend settlers and gold miners of the Black Hills area 
and Sturgis grew as a boomtown. Sturgis became a stagecoach and freight stop and the com-
munity was named in honor of Colonel Samuel D. Sturgis, Fort Meade commander. Sturgis was 
incorporated in 1888 and later selected as the county seat. As the gold rush ended, development 
slowed until 1938 when Pappy Hoel and Jack Pine Gypsies started the annual Sturgis Motorcycle 
Rally. The rally, first called the Black Hills Classic, featured racing and stunts and now draws over 
500,000 attendants annually, giving Sturgis the nickname Motorcycle City USA. Sturgis is also the 
site of Bear Butte, sacred grounds which have been established as a state park. Today Sturgis is 
home to approximately 5,981 residents. 
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Pennington County was organized in 1875 and was named in honor of Dakota Territory Governor 
John L. Pennington. The original county seat was located in Sheridan until it was moved to Rapid 
City. With the arrival of the Gold Rush, prospectors and miners flocked to the area. Mining camps 
became cities and by 1910, the population of Pennington County reached 12,453. As the gold 
rush came to a halt, tourism replaced industry. In 1941 Mount Rushmore was completed by Gut-
zon Borglum and dedicated by President Calvin Coolidge, now attracting over 3 million visitors 
annually. Today Pennington County is home to approximately 100,850 residents.  

Pennington County History (Rapid City, County Seat)

ASHLAND HEIGHTS – pop. 837
COLONIAL PINE HILLS – pop. 2,561 
CREIGHTON – pop. 2,561
GREEN VALLEY – pop. 768
HILL CITY – pop. 927
KEYSTONE – pop. 327
NEW UNDERWOOD – pop. 690
OWANKA – pop. 132

QUINN – pop. 46
RAPID CITY (COUNTY SEAT) – pop. 67,107
RAPID VALLEY – pop. 7,043
WALL – pop. 821
WASTA – pop. 76
WICKSVILLE – pop. 139
*Populations are approximate.
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Pennington County Communities
HILL CITY
Hill City, the oldest city in Pennington County, grew as a mining town in the 1800s. First settled 
in 1876, Hill City was originally known as Hillyo. A post office was established in 1877 and as the 
gold rush ended, Hill City was left almost deserted. With the discovery of tin in 1883, Hill City was 
once again booming. A school was built in 1921 and the area grew as a popular tourist destina-
tion with the establishment of Custer State Park and Mount Rushmore. Today Hill City is home to 
approximately 927 residents. 

KEYSTONE
Gold was found in the Keystone area and was first settled by Fred J. Cross in 1877. Originally 
known as Crossville, Keystone was platted by Jacob Reed and the community was renamed. Key-
stone grew as a boomtown and with the arrival of the railroad in 1900, its population reached 
2,000. As Mount Rushmore was constructed, Keystone housed a majority of the workers and 
development continued. Today Keystone is home to approximately 327 residents. 

RAPID CITY (COUNTY SEAT)
Rapid City was established in 1876 and platted by John Brennen and Samuel Scott. It was named 
after nearby Rapid Creek and promoted as the Gateway to the Black Hills. As a source for mining 
supplies, Rapid City grew to become a trading center. With the arrival of the railroad, Rapid City 
became an important transportation hub. It was selected as the county seat and is now a popular 
tourist destination. Today Rapid City is home to approximately 67,107 residents.

WALL
Wall, named for its proximity to the the high wall of the Badlands, grew as a small community in 
the late 1800s. With the establishment of the Wall Drug Store in 1931, Wall has grown to a well 
known tourist destination attracting nearly 12,000 visitors each day. Today Wall is home to ap-
proximately 821 residents.
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Local Area Attractions
ADAMS MUSEUM & HOUSE
54 Sherman St. | Deadwood | (605) 578-3724

AKTA LAKOTA MUSEUM & CULTURAL CENTER
1301 Main St. N | Chamberlain | (800) 798-3452

BEAR COUNTRY U.S.A.
13820 Hwy. 16 S | Rapid City | (605) 343-2290

BLACK HILLS AMPHITHEATER
100 St. Joseph St. | Rapid City | (800) 544-8162

BLACK HILLS BALLOONS
25158 Little Teeton Rd. | Custer | (800) 568-5320

BLACK HILLS CENTRAL RAILROAD
222 Railroad Ave. | Hill City | (605) 574-2222

BLACK HILLS & FT. PIERRE RAILROAD ROUNDHOUSE
423 Hatchery Circle. | Spearfish | (605) 642-4430

BLACK HILLS MAZE & FAMILY ADVENTURE
6400 Hwy. 16 S | Rapid City | (605) 343-5439

BLACK HILLS MINING MUSEUM
323 Main St. W | Lead | (605) 584-1605

BLACK HILLS MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY
117 Main St. | Hill City | (605) 574-4505

BLACK HILLS WILD HORSE SANCTUARY
12165 Highland Rd. | Hot Springs | (800) 252-6652

CHAPEL IN THE HILLS
3788 Chapel Ln. | Rapid City | (605) 342-8281

CRAZY HORSE MEMORIAL
12151 Ave. of the Chiefs | Crazy Horse | (605) 673-4681

CUSTER COUNTY 1881 COURTHOUSE MUSEUM
411 Mt. Rushmore Rd. | Custer | (605) 673-2443

D.C. BOOTH HISTORIC FISH HATCHERY
423 Hatchery Circle | Spearfish | (605) 642-4430

DINOSAUR PARK
940 Skyline Dr. | Rapid City | (605) 343-8687
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Local Area Attractions
EASY GLIDER PARK
22493 Hwy. 385 S | Deadwood | (605) 324-0783

EVANS PLUNGE WATERPARK
1145 River St. N | Hot Springs | (605) 745-5165

FLINSTONES BEDROCK CITY THEME PARK
318 Mt. Rushmore Rd. W | Custer | (605) 673-4079

FOUR MILE OLD WEST TOWN MUSEUM
11921 Hwy. 16 W | Custer | (605) 673-3905

FT. MEADE MUSEUM
Building 55 | Fort Meade | (605) 347-9822

HIGH PLAINS WESTERN HERITAGE CENTER
825 Heritage Dr. | Spearfish | (605) 642-9378

HOMESAKE GOLD MINE VISITOR CENTER
160 Main St. W | Lead | (605) 584-3110

JEWEL CAVE NATIONAL MONUMENT
11149 Hwy. 16 - Bldg. B12 | Custer | (605) 673-2288

MOUNT RUSHMORE NATIONAL MONUMENT
1300 Hwy. 244 | Keystone | (605) 574-3171

MUSEUM OF GEOLOGY
501 St. Joseph St. E | Rapid City | (800) 544-8162

OLD GOVERNORS MANSION
3777 Anderson Rd.  | Rapid City | (605) 393-2344

PETRIFIED FOREST OF THE BLACK HILLS
8228 Elk Creek Rd. | Piedmont | (877) 286-9400

PIONEER AUTO SHOW & PRAIRIE TOWN
503 5th St. E | Murdo | (605) 669-2691

REPTILE GARDENS
8955 Hwy. 16 S | Rapid City | (605) 342-5873

RUSHMORE TRAMWAY ALPINE SLIDE
213 Cemetery Rd. | Keystone | (605) 666-4478

WALL DRUG STORE
510 Main St. | Wall | (605) 279-2175
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ANGOSTURA STATE RECREATION AREA
13157 N Angostura Rd. | Hot Springs
Located on 14,720 acres, Angostura State Rec-
reation Area features a large reservoir built in 
1949. It was recognized for its hot springs and 
has since become a popular vacation and rec-
reation spot. 

BADLANDS NATIONAL PARK
25216 Ben Reifel Rd. | Rapid City  
Located on 244,000 acres, Badlands National 
Park was established in 1939 to conserve na-
tive animals and fossils. It features Red Shirt 
Table, a 10 mile long mountain that reaches 
3,340 feet. 

BEAR BUTTE STATE PARK
P.O. Box 688 | Sturgis
Located on over 563 acres, Bear Butte State 
Park is a sacred area that is home to a variety 
of religious ceremonies, rock formations and 
wildlife. Established in 1961, it features a va-
riety of recreational opportunities.

BLACK HILLS NATIONAL FOREST
1019 5th St. N | Custer
Located on over 1.25 million acres, Black Hills 
National Forest is home to Harney Peak, South 
Dakota’s tallest mountain. Established in 1907, 
it features a wildlife preserve and 11 reservoirs. 

Parks & Recreation
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CRAZY HORSE MEMORIAL
12151 Ave. of the Chiefs | Crazy Horse
Located on 328 acres, Crazy Horse Memorial 
was started in 1948 by Korczak Ziółkowski to 
honor Crazy Horse, an Oglala Lakota Indian 
warrior. Upon completion, it will be the largest 
sculpture in the world. 

CUSTER NATIONAL FOREST
1310 Main St. | Billings
Located on over 1.27 million acres, Custer Na-
tional Forest is home to Indian burial grounds, 
cave paintings, the Grasshopper Glacier and a 
wildlife preserve. Established in 1905, it fea-
tures a variety of recreational opportunities. 

DEVILS TOWER NATIONAL MONUMENT
P.O. Box 10 | Devils Tower 
Located 5,112 feet above sea level, Devils 
Tower Monument was established in 1906. It 
is made of sedimentary rocks and formations 
dating over 195 million years old and is the na-
tion’s first National Monument. 

JEWEL CAVE NATIONAL MONUMENT
11149 Hwy.16 Bldg. B12 | Custer
Located on 1347 acres, Jewel Cave National 
Monument is the second longest cave in the 
world spanning over 147 miles of charted 
passages. Established in 1908, it features cal-
cite crystals, stalactites, stalagmites and the 
rare hydromagnesite ballon, a cave formation 
known as moonmilk. 

MINUTEMAN MISSILE NATIONAL 
HISTORIC SITE
21280 Hwy. 240 | Philip 
Located on 6 acres, Minuteman Missile Na-
tional Historic site preserves the Minuteman II, 
a nuclear warhead missile from the Cold War 
era. Established in 1999, it features a missile 
launch facility and control center that was de-
activated in 1991. 

MOUNT RUSHMORE NATIONAL MEMORIAL
13000 Hwy. 244 Bldg. 31 Suite 1 | Keystone 
Located on over 1,200 acres, Mount Rushmore 
National Memorial was completed in 1941 by 
Gutzon Borglum. Representing the first 150 
years of American history, United States Presi-
dents George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
Theodore Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln are 
carved in the mountain. 

SHADEHILL STATE RECREATION AREA
19150 Summerville Rd. | Shadehill
Located on over 2,000 acres, Shadehill State 
Recreation Area features a large reservoir built 
in 1951 and features a variety of recreational 
opportunities. 

WIND CAVE NATIONAL PARK
26611 Hwy. 385 | Hot Springs 
Located on 28,295 acres, Wind Cave National 
Park was the first cave in the world to be se-
lected as a national park. Established in 1903, 
it features 95 percent of the world’s calcite for-
mations. 

Parks & Recreation



CUSTER
COMMON CENTS
24 Mt. Rushmore Rd. W | Custer | (605) 673-4491

CUSTER RESORT COMPANY
13389 Hwy. 16A | Custer | (605) 255-4772

CUSTER TRUE VALUE
833 Mt. Rushmore Rd. | Custer | (605) 673-2227

PAMIDA
1135 Mt. Rushmore Rd. | Custer | (605) 673-3883

DEADWOOD
DEALER EXCHANGE/EASY GLIDER
22493 Hwy. 385 S | Deadwood | (605) 342-0783

LAWRENCE COUNTY TREASURER
90 Sherman St. | Deadwood | (605) 578-1862

DEADWOOD CONTD.
STEEL WHEEL CAMPGROUND
21399 Hwy. 385 | Deadwood | (605) 578-9767

ELLSWORTH AIR FORCE BASE
ELLSWORTH OUTDOOR RECREATION
2750 George Dr. | Ellsworth AFB | (605) 385-2997

FAITH
LYNN’S DAKOTAMART
123 Main St. | Faith | (605) 672-2622

HILL CITY
HEART OF THE HILLS EXXON
101 Main St. | Hill City | (605) 574-4297

HIWAY HARDWARE
551 Main St. E | Hill City | (605) 574-2035
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DNR License Centers
You can purchase hunting and fishing licenses, cross-country ski passes and

snowmobile trail stickers through the Electronic License System.
Online: www.sdgfp.info, Toll-Free: (888) 665-4236

or visit one of the ELS agents available throughout the Black Hills:
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KEYSTONE
KEYSTONE COUNTRY STORE
408 1st St. | Keystone | (605) 666-4912

LEAD
ALCO #262
145 Glendale Dr. | Lead | (605) 584-1424

CUSTOM CASTER & CLOCKS
21207 Thunder Lane | Lead | (605) 584-2217

SPEARFISH CANYON LODGE
10619 Roughlock Falls Rd. | Lead | (605) 584-3435

RAPID CITY
ACE HARDWARE EAST
1602 St. Patrick St. E | Rapid City | (605) 348-9681

ACE HARDWARE WEST
1724 Main St. W | Rapid City | (605) 342-5678

BLACK HILLS VISITOR INFORMATION CENTER
1851 Discovery Circle | Rapid City | (605) 355-3700

BOYD’S DRUG
655 Mt. View Rd. | Rapid City | (605) 343-4864

CABELA’S
3231 Mall Dr. E | Rapid City | (605) 388-5600

DAKOTA ANGLER & OUTFITTER
513 7th St. | Rapid City | (605) 341-2450

FAMILY THRIFT CENTER
1516 St. Patrick St. E | Rapid City | (605) 343-4326

FIRST STOP GUN & COIN
701 Main St. | Rapid City | (605) 341-5211

HARDWARE HANK
770 Mt. View Rd. | Rapid City | (605) 343-5150

RAPID CITY CONTD.
KMART #4170
1111 North St. E | Rapid City | (605) 343-5626

PACTOLA PINES
23060 Custer Gulch Rd. | Rapid City | (605) 343-4283

SCHEELS SPORTS
1225 Eglin St. | Rapid City | (605) 342-9030

SHERIDAN LAKE MARINA
16451 Sheridan Lake Rd. | Rapid City | (605) 574-2169

WALMART #1604
1200 LaCrosse St. N | Rapid City | (605) 342-9444

SPEARFISH
IRON CREEK LAKE STORE
10438 Hwy. 14 W | Spearfish | (605) 642-2220

KMART #3893
2323 Colorado Blvd. | Spearfish | (605) 642-8737

QUEEN CITY LIQUOR
210 Rushmore St. E | Spearfish | (605) 642-3662

WALMART #1543
2825 1st Ave. | Spearfish | (605) 642-2460

STURGIS
LYNN’S DAKOTAMART
1111 Lazelle St. | Sturgis | (605) 347-4483

RANCH MART
2620 Lazelle St. | Sturgis | (605) 347-4776

WALL
WALL BUILDING CENTER
109 South Blvd. | Wall | (605) 279-2158

DNR License Centers
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South Dakota Hunting Seasons

BIG GAME HUNTING
TURKEY*
(Archery) 04/02/11 - 05/22/11
(Prairie) 04/09/11 - 05/22/11
(Black Hills) 04/09/11 - 05/22/11
(Custer State Park) 04/09/11 - 05/22/11
(Fall) 10/01/11 - 01/31/12
(Mentored) 10/01/11 - 01/31/12

ANTELOPE*
(Archery) 08/20/11 - 09/30/11; 10/17/11 - 10/31/11
(Firearm) 10/01/11 - 10/16/11
(Custer State Park) TBA
(Landowner) 10/01/11 - 10/16/11
(Mentored Fall) 10/01/11 - 10/16/11

DEER*
(Archery) TBA
(East River) 11/19/11 - 12/04/11
(West River) 11/12/11 - 11/27/11
(Special Buck East River) 11/19/11 - 12/04/11
(Special Buck West River) 11/12/11 - 11/27/11
(Black Hills) 11/01/11 - 11/30/11
(Custer State Park) TBA
(Muzzleloader) TBA
(National Wildlife Refuge Deer) TBA
(Landowner) TBA
(Youth) TBA
(Mentored) TBA

MOUNTAIN LION
(Statewide) 01/01/11 - 03/31/11
(Custer State Park) 01/01/11 - 03/31/11

ELK*
(Archery) TBA
(Black Hills) TBA
(Custer State Park) TBA
(Prairie Firearm) TBA

BIG GAME HUNTING CONTD.
BIGHORN SHEEP*
09/01/11 - 12/31/11

MOUNTAIN GOAT
Closed

SMALL GAME HUNTING
PHEASANT & BOBWHITE QUAIL
10/15/11 - 01/01/12

SHARPTAIL, RUFFED GROUSE/PRAIRIE CHICKEN
09/17/11 - 01/01/12

SAGE GROUSE
09/28/11 - 09/29/11

MOURNING DOVE
09/01/11 - 11/09/11

COMMON SNIPE
09/01/11 - 10/31/11

PARTRIDGE
09/17/11 - 01/01/12

AMERICAN CROW
(Spring) 03/01/11 - 04/30/11
(Fall) 09/01/11 - 10/31/11

WATERFOWL*
TBA
 

*See South Dakota State Hunting Guidelines for specific 
zone information and dates at www.sdgfp.info.

For general information on firearm safety training call:
(888) 646-6367 or (605) 773-3485.

Black Hills | Resident Guide 21

All hunters should consider taking 
an advanced hunter education class 
to learn the latest hunting tech-
niques along with tips on coming 
home alive. 

Here are five suggestions for a safe 
and successful hunting experience: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Get a detailed map of the area you are hunting, 
review it before you leave, and carry it with you in 
the field.
Carry a compass and know how to use it. Decide 
ahead of time the direction to head for if you get 
lost or disoriented.
Weather can change quickly in Minnesota, so hunt-
ers should carry a simple survival kit and be pre-
pared for an unexpected overnight stay in the field. 
The survival kit should contain a rope, a knife, water, 
waterproof matches, an emergency shelter, and first 
aid supplies.
If you are on the water, make sure to wear a personal 
flotation device (life preserver). 
Know your hunting partners’ physical and emotion-
al limitations, as well as your own, and don’t push 
your partners or yourself beyond those limits.
 

Hunting Safety
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Operating Watercraft
Follow these guidelines to help prevent and prepare for capsizing, swamp-
ing, or someone falling overboard.

Make sure that you and your passengers are wearing life jackets while the boat is moving.

Attach the ignition safety  lanyard to your wrist, clothes, or life jacket. 

Don’t allow anyone to sit on the gunwale, bow, seat backs, motor cover, or areas not designed for seating. Also, 
don’t let anyone sit on pedestal seats when craft is not in idle.

Don’t overload your boat. Balance the load of passengers and gear stored on-board.

Keep your center of gravity low by not allowing people to stand up or move around while craft is in  motion.

 In small boats, don’t allow anyone to lean beyond the gunwale.

 Turn boat at slow rates of speed.

 Secure the anchor line to the bow, never to the stern.

 Don’t risk operating water craft in rough conditions or bad weather.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Boating Safety
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Who May Operate a Motorboat
(Other Than a Personal Watercraft)

For engines 25 horsepower or less:
Those under age 12 may operate without restrictions. 
For engines over 25 horsepower through 75 
horsepower:
Those under age 12 must have someone 21 years of age 
or older on board within reach of the controls. 
  For engines over 75 horsepower:
No children under age 12 may operate, even with an 
adult on board. 

Other restrictions apply to boat operators 12 to 
17 years old:
Operators from 12 to 17 years of age may operate en-
gines of 25 horsepower or lower with no restrictions. 
For engines over 25 horsepower:
Operators 12 to 17 years of age must have:
A watercraft operator’s permit, or someone age21 years 
or older old on board within reach of the controls. 

Know Your Craft

Boating Safety



24 Black Hills | Resident Guide

• Read the owner’s manual and know your vehicle thoroughly.

• Check your vehicle before you ride. 

• Wear protective equipment and clothing. 

• Don’t lend your vehicle to unskilled riders. 

• Supervise young or inexperienced riders.

• Never carry a passenger on vehicles meant for one rider. 

• Do not operate under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

• Drive at speeds that are appropriate to trail conditions. 

• Stay to the right on trails. 

• Stay away from thin ice, open water and wetlands

• Know the weather forecast. 

• Make sure headlights and taillights work properly. 

• Maintain safe distances between other riders. 

• Reduce your speed when riding at night. 

• Yield to other motor vehicles and trail users. 

• Young or beginning riders are encouraged to take a safety training course.                                      

ATV Safety
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 Always wear a properly fitting bike helmet as most serious injuries are to the head.

Be sure your handlebars, seat and wheels fit snugly.

Keep your bike in good shape by checking and oiling your chain, making sure your brakes work properly 
and maintaining your tire pressure.

 Always ride with both hands on the handlebars except when doing turn signals.

When leaving a driveway, curb or alleyway always stop and check for traffic in both directions.

Cross only at intersections.

Use the crosswalk to walk your bike across busy intersections and follow the traffic signals.

Never ride against traffic. Travel in the same direction as the cars. 

Whenever you can, use bike routes and avoid busy streets.

Don’t ride near parked cars as doors can open and cause accidents.

Obey all traffic signs and traffic lights.

When biking with friends, ride in a single file.

Always pass other bikers or pedestrians on the left and say  “On your left!” to make your presence known.
 
Always use bicycle hand signals to alert traffic of your changing direction.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Bicycle Safety
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Bear Butte Bicycle Trails
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George S. Mickelson Bicycle Trails
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Do not consume alcohol or take drugs prior to or during 
your snowmobile trip. Doing so increases your chances 
of injury or death.

Slow down and don’t cut to the inside of the trail cor-
ners.  It’s dangerous and illegal. 

If you snowmobile at night, don’t override your lights. 

Always use the buddy system. Never ride off alone. 

Drowning is one of the causes of many snowmobile fa-
talities. Whenever possible, avoid the ice. 

Wear sensible, protective clothing designed for operat-
ing a snowmobile. 

Use a full size helmet, goggles, or visor to prevent inju-
ries from twigs, stones, ice chips and other debris. 

Avoid wearing long scarves. They may get caught in 
moving parts of the snowmobile. 

Know the terrain you are going to ride. If unfamiliar to 
you, ask someone who has traveled over it before. 

Know the weather forecast, especially the ice and snow 
conditions. 

Be sure your snowmobile is in top-notch mechanical 
condition throughout the months of use. 

Familiarize yourself with the snowmobile you are driv-
ing. Thoroughly read the manual that accompanies the 
snowmobile. 

Do not pursue domestic or wild animals. That is not the 
conduct of a sportsman. Report such violations to the 
nearest law enforcement  officer.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Common Trail Signs

Snowmobile Safety
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Snowmobile Safety
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Snowmobile Trails
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http://www.lincolnmarketing.us
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Home Safety
Keep the outside of your home well-lit. Motion sensors and timers help deter burglars. 

Dead-bolts and peep-holes should be placed on all outside doors.

Windows and sliding glass doors should have locks and be in good working order.  

Keep your garage door closed.  

Use an engraver to mark computers, cameras, stereos, TV’s, tools, yard equipment, etc.

Never leave valuables, expensive jewelry, or large amounts of cash at home. If you must,  keep 
a list of your valuables with serial numbers to assist in insurance claims.

Keep your car locked at all times and store all valuables out of sight.

Guns should always be stored unloaded and with a gunlock.

Become part of a neighborhood watch or program that is similar.

Be suspicious of unusual people or vehicles in your neighborhood. Document the date, time, 
description and license plate number to give to law enforcement if needed.

When on vacation, do not advertise your absence. Stop mail and newspaper delivery. Have 
a trusted friend or neighbor to give the impression you are home by stopping by to take out 
trash, shovel snow, mow the lawn, etc.

• 

•

•  

•  

•

•

•

•

• 

•

• 

Black Hills | Resident Guide 33

PREVENTION
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

SYMPTOMS
•
•
•
•

•

Carbon monoxide poisoning is easily confused with flu-like symptoms. Serious long-
term health risks or death can result if warning signs are ignored. Carbon monoxide 
can affect you for days, weeks, months or years. High levels of carbon monoxide can be 
fatal within minutes. 

TREATMENT
•
•
•
•

Carbon Monoxide Safety
Install carbon monoxide detectors near every bedroom, gas appliance and in your RV, camper 
or motor home and test them monthly.
Have flues, chimneys and all fuel-burning appliances inspected by a professional annually.
Make sure fireplaces, wood stoves, dryers, furnaces and water heaters are properly vented to 
the outside.
Only burn clean and untreated wood. 
Never idle your car or gas powered vehicle in the garage, with or without the garage door open. 
Toxic fumes build up quickly and can easily contaminate your home.
Never use gas-powered engines like weed trimmers, snow blowers, chain saws, lawnmowers 
or portable generators in enclosed areas.
Never use a charcoal grill indoors or in any closed area.
Never use a gas oven to heat your home.
Never sleep in a room or area heated with a gas or kerosene space heater that does not have  
proper ventilation. 
 

Headaches, severe fatigue, vomiting, nausea, muscle and joint pain, dizziness, tingling, vertigo
Attention and multi-tasking problems, short-term memory problems, word-finding problems
Irritability, temper, loss of interest, sleep disturbance, anxiety, lack of motivation
Eating and swallowing difficulties, vision problems, lack of muscular coordination, speaking  
difficulty, ringing in the ears
Seizures, tremors, balancing problems, shortness of breath    
 

Immediately take the victim out to fresh air.
If the victim cannot be removed, open every window and door. 
All appliances should be turned off.
Take the victim to an emergency room as quickly as fast as possible, or call 911. 
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    ESCAPE ROUTES
Everyone in your family should know the best ways to exit the house in case of a disaster. Teach your young children 
how to open sliding doors, windows and other exits. Designate a meeting place where the family can gather after 
escaping from the house.

FLASHLIGHTS
The whole family needs to know where to find flashlights. Periodically check the batteries.

FULLY CHARGED CELL PHONES
All family members should keep their cell phones charged. Make a habit of charging them, while everyone is asleep. 
Cell phones can be lifesavers in emergencies.

LIST OF VALUABLES
Keep this document listing your possessions (and if possible, a video of your home interior) in a fireproof safe, or in 
a safe deposit box at a bank.

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLANS
Familiarize yourself with community evacuation plans and neighborhood escape routes. Post a copy of them in a 
highly visible place in your home.

THUNDERSTORM/TORNADO
•

•

•

•

•

FIRES
•

•

•
•

Emergency Planning

Remove dead branches from trees beforehand to avoid 
injury or damage.
After seeing lightning, if you hear thunder in less than 30 
seconds, it is recommended that you stay inside for 30 
minutes after the thunder has ceased.
The inside of a car is safer than the outside, as a lightning 
strike will simply pass through the car as long as you 
aren’t in contact with any metal.
Unplug all major appliances, as a power surge can cause 
serious damage.
Avoid all tall structures and elevated areas as well as large 
amounts of metal.

Make sure that every level of your house has a  smoke de-
tector, and be sure to test them once a month. Have the 
family plan an emergency exit route.
Always keep track of any stoves or high-temperature/
high-voltage appliances that are running. Be sure to never 
leave any cooking unattended.
Keep lighters and matches away from children.
If a burn occurs, soak the skin in cool water. If the skin blis-
ters, seek medical assistance.
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FIRST AID FOR CPR & HEART ATTACK
CPR
CPR is to be administered when a person is not breathing or has no pulse. Be quick to act by 
remembering the A,B,C’s: Airway, Breathing & Circulation.

Airway: 
Place the person on a firm surface, on their back. Kneel next to the person’s neck and shoulders. 
Open the person’s airway by tilting back the head and lifting the chin.

Breathing: 
With the head tilted and chin lifted, pinch the nostrils shut and cover the person’s mouth with 
yours. Give two slow breaths.

Circulation: 
Find the hand position on the center of the breastbone. Place the heel of your hand on that posi-
tion, with your other hand on top of the first hand. Use your upper body weight to push down. 
Give two compressions per second. Compress the chest at a rate equal to 100/minute. Perform 30 
compressions at this rate. Repeat until an ambulance arrives.

HEART ATTACK
Symptoms of a heart attack may include any of the following:
• Uncomfortable pressure, fullness or squeezing pain in the center of the chest.
• Expanded pain in the upper abdomen.
• Shortness of breath.
• Pain or numbness in either arms, shoulders, neck, jaw or teeth.
• Dizziness or fainting.
• Nausea and sweating.

If you or someone else may be having a heart attack - follow these steps immediately:
• DIAL 911
• Chew and swallow Aspirin (unless you are allergic/not allowed to)
• Take Nitroglycerin (only if prescribed)
• Begin CPR if the person is unconscious

IN AN EMERGENCY, DIAL 911

x Emergency First-Aid Tips x
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FIRST AID FOR BURNS & CHOKING
BURNS
For minor 1st and 2nd degree burns smaller than 3” in diameter: Cool the Burn. Run cool 
water over the burned area for 5 minutes, or until the pain diminishes. Never put ice on a burn!

Bandage the burn with sterile gauze: 
It is important to use loosely wrapped gauze. This will avoid pressure and the bandage protects 
blisters. NEVER put lotions, vaseline, ointments or butter on burn. Do not break any blisters, 
which can cause infection.

Take Aspirin, Ibuprofen, Naproxen or Acetominophen to relieve pain: 
Minor burns usually heal with these basic treatments. Be aware for signs of infection which may 
include: increased pain, redness, fever, swelling or oozing. If symptoms develop, seek medical 
help. Avoid tanning the burned area for at least a year. Protect the area with sunscreen outdoors. 
Avoid giving aspirin to children.

For 3rd degree burns/all major burns - DIAL 911
DO NOT run cold water over large severe burns - this can cause shock.
DO NOT remove burnt clothing.
Check for signs of breathing/coughing/movement.
If there are no signs of breathing begin CPR.
Elevate burned areas above heart level, if possible.
Cover the burn(s) with cool, sterile, moist bandages, towels or cloth.

CHOKING
Most people clutch at their throats when choking, an obvious symbol for help. However, if a per-
son isn’t giving that signal, be alert for these indications. Inability to talk, difficulty breathing or 
noisy breathing, inability to cough forcefully, skin/lips/nails turning blue, loss of consciousness.

The Red Cross recommends a “five-and-five” method for first aid: First give five blows between 
the person’s shoulders with the heel of your hand. Second, perform the Heimlich maneuver (ab-
dominal thrusts) five times. Alternate between five back blows and five abdominal thrusts until 
the blockage is dislodged.

IN AN EMERGENCY, DIAL 911

x Emergency First-Aid Tips x
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FIRST AID FOR INSECT BITES/ANAPHYLAXIS & POISON SAFETY
INSECT BITES/ANAPHYLAXIS
Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction from insect bites (latex, food and drug aller-
gies can also cause Anaphylaxis). Typical symptoms include hives, the swelling of lips 
or eyes, swollen throat, drop in blood pressure, light headedness, confusion, nausea 
or diarrhea. If someone is having an allergic reaction from an insect bite with these 
symptoms:

CALL 911. 
Administer emergency prescription medication. See if the person is carrying special emer-
gency allergy medicine and give it to them according to the directions.
Loosen tight clothing.
Lay the person down. The person should lay down on their back with feet elevated. Turn them 
on their side if they are vomiting or bleeding from their mouth to prevent them from choking.
If they are not breathing - administer CPR. Most insect bite reactions are mild and cause no 
allergic reaction. If stung by a bee, use a straight edged object, like a credit card, to scrape away 
the stinger. Don’t use tweezers - they can pinch more venom out of the stinger. Apply an ice pack 
to the area and take an over the counter pain reliever.

POISON PREVENTION
Teach your children about poison and how it can look like a food or drink. They should 
always ask an adult before eating or drinking anything. Have them learn the poison 
control phone number: 1-800-222-1222 and keep it programmed or posted near all 
your phones. Here are some prevention tips.
Lock up your poisons and medications. Keep them out of the reach of children, lock them up 
if possible. Make sure your children understand that medicine is not candy.
Follow directions carefully. Read your labels. Be sure to use and store all poisons and medica-
tions properly according to recommendations.
Keep your pets safe from household chemicals, too. Don’t allow pets near areas that have 
just been cleaned with chemicals, such as freshly mopped floors or bleached bathtubs and sinks. 
Clean up any antifreeze/coolant spills. Pets like the flavor but they can die if they ingest it. Store 
poisonous foods or plants in areas that your pets cannot access. Call your local emergency veteri-
nary hospital if you believe your pet has been poisoned.

IN AN EMERGENCY, DIAL 911

x Emergency First-Aid Tips x
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PARENTS:
Teach your kids that an emergency is when you need help from a doctor, a police officer or a 
firefighter.

Designate a safe place by your house that a child can go to if they need help right away.

Have your kids memorize your address and phone numbers. They should also know your full 
name and where you work.

KIDS:
FIRE SAFETY
If you or someone else is on fire - remember to STOP, DROP and ROLL. Wrap a blanket on the 
person to help put out the fire.

If there is a fire, leave the house as fast as you can! Crawl on the floor to avoid smoke and if the 
door is hot, don’t open it - find another way out.

Learn all the fire exits in your house. Assign a safe place outside for everyone to meet in case 
of a fire emergency.

HOME ALONE
Never tell anyone that you are home alone.

If someone calls and ask for your mom and dad, tell them “They  cannot come to the phone 
right now, can you please call back later?”

Do not answer the door, unless it is  someone that you know your parents have okay‘d them to 
come over.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Safety Tips for Parents & For Kids
KEEP A COPY OF THIS LIST NEAR EACH PHONE IN YOUR HOUSE

MY ADDRESS: 

MY PHONE NUMBER: 

MOM AT WORK:

MOM CELL PHONE:

DAD AT WORK:

DAD CELL PHONE:

NEIGHBOR:

EMERGENCY CONTACT:

POISON CONTROL:  

Emergency Numbers For Kids

EMERGENCY DIAL

911
1-800-222-1222
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http://www.lymphinfo.com



